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WILLIAM DE LA BARRE 


blue Danube River. I had no choice 
in the location of it; otherwise I 

might have placed it at once upon the 
shores of the Mississippi River, where I 
have lived and labored for over 37 years. 

It was thus that I became a hyphenated 
American, but inasmuch as I have been 
an inhabitant of the United States for 50 
years and a citizen thereof for 44, I 
ought to be a pretty well galvanized 
American, and I think I am, having al- 
ways tried to be loyal and fair in thought 
ind dealings toward the country of my 
\doption and to my fellow-men. 

Thirty-seven years ago I arrived in 
Minneapolis from Philadelphia, Pa., my 
former domicile—a long time ago, it 
would seem, and yet the events and hap- 
penings of those days remain reasonably 
fresh in my mind and recollection, and I 
take genuine pleasure in giving to The 
Northwestern Miller a few of my remi- 
niscences of the times and occurrences 
when Minneapolis and its milling indus- 
try were still in the making. 

I landed in Minneapolis just one month 
after the flour mill explosion of 


Mi cradle stood on the shores of the 


after the mill explosion in Minneapolis, a 
telegram was received from C. C. Wash- 
burn asking that some one conversant 
with the Behrns invention be sent to 
Minneapolis to explain, and, if possible, 
to demonstrate, the usefulness of the de- 
vice. Neither of the Brehmer brothers 
was able to go, so they asked me, as their 
friend, to make the trip for them. 

In the early afternoon of June 4, 1878, 
I arrived at the old Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railway station and, with satchel in 
one hand and the model box in the other, 
I found my way to the mill office of Gov- 
ernor C. C. Washburn in temporary quar- 
ters at what is now the Washburn C mill. 
The first person I met was the late 
Colonel C. J. Martin, then bookkeeper 
and confidential clerk of Governor Wash- 
burn, who was, in those days, uniformly 
known in Minneapolis as “the governor.” 

Mr. Martin received me pleasantly and 
regretted that the governor was impatient 


at my delayed appearance and had gone 
to La Crosse, Wis., but he would wire 
him of my arrival. 

There was nothing to do but to wait 
until I could see the governor in person, 
and for two days I looked over the site of 
the conflagration which resulted after the 
flour dust explosion in the Washburn A 
mill, which caused the total destruction, 
in addition to the A mill, of the Galaxy, 
Zenith, Pettit and Diamond flour mills; 
also of a grain elevator and several out- 
buildings and shops. 


RUINS OF THE 1878 EXPLOSION 


It certainly was a memorable, sad sight. 
The ruins were smoldering, and a crew of 
firemen were still on duty. Relic hunters 
were busy climbing over the débris, and 
visitors from near and far were daily 
arriving to obtain a view of the disaster. 
Groups of men and women assembled to 
listen to some wise man who told how it 


all happened, and many were the opin- 
ions as to the cause and effect of the ex- 
plosion and the resulting fire. Crews of 
men had been employed to clear the 
premises, and already plans were being 
made to rebuild the destroyed mills on a 
larger scale and of improved construction. 

I also took a look at the sawmills at the 
Falls of St. Anthony, and watched the 
fascinating operations. Then I looked 
over the dams and other features con- 
nected with the water power, and little 
did I dream that I was destined, later on, 
to operate and manage, for some years, 
these same sawmills, and to have charge 
and direction of the entire water-power 
development at this place; nor did it enter 
my head that I was to build mills for the 
man I was waiting to see for the purpose 
of explaining to him a device which prac- 
tical millers had told me would never 
work in this country. 


MEETS GOVERNOR WASHBUR ao 


Rather hesitatingly, and with hope for- 
lorn, I met Governor Washburn on the 
morning after his return to Minneapolis, 
in his room at the Nicollet Hotel. 
“Well, sir,” said he, “you were 





May 2, 1878, after a 20-hour ride 
from Chicago; in those days there 


slow in getting here. Now sit down 





were no Pioneer Limited or North 
Western Limited trains in use on 
the railways, and Minneapolis was 
a town close to the frontier. 

I well remember reading in the 
Philadelphia Public Ledger an ar- 
ticle on the mill explosion, in which 
it was said that Minneapolis was a 
small town somewhere westerly of 
St. Paul, and that was as much as 
any one seemed to know. It would 
appear that not much Minneapolis 
flour was used in the Quaker City 
at that time, or else the people 
there would have been more famil- 
iar with the name of the place and 
better acquainted with its location. 

There is no doubt in my mind 
that the mill explosion of 1878, de- 
scribed in all the eastern papers as 
an extraordinary event and calam- 
ity, first brought Minneapolis into 
general public notice as a milling 
center and as to its location at the 
Falls of St. Anthony, and often 
have I thought in this connection 
of the old adage, “it’s an ill wind 
that blows nobody good.” 

During the Centennial Exposi- 
tion at Philadelphia, in 1876, I be- 
came acquainted with the German 
millbuilder, Gustav Behrns, who ex- 
hibited in the German section of 
the exposition a small model of a 
device intended to prevent flour 
dust explosions on mill stones; this 
device Mr. Behrns endeavored to 
introduce in the United States, but 
without success. The majority of 
millers whom he approached had 
never heard of flour dust being ex- 
plosive or dangerous, and rather 
ridiculed poor Behrns in his efforts 
and laughed him out of their offices. 
He soon became discouraged and 
returned to Europe, where he met 
with great success later on. 

At the close of the exposition, 
the model illustrating this millstone 
ventilation and exhaust got into 
possession of Brehmer Bros., en- 
gineers and machinists of Philadel- 
phia, who also were given by Behrns 
the agency of his invention for the 
United States. This firm installed 
the apparatus on three run of stone 
in Detweiler’s mill in West Phila- 



































and tell me all you know, and make 
it short and to the point.” 

I did so, and after answering his 
numerous questions as well as I 
knew how, he asked me to go down 
with him to his B mill and show 
him on the ground just how I would 
apply the device to his millstones. 
When this was done, we adjourned 
to his office, where he called in his 
partner, the late John Crosby, C. J. 
Martin, and some of his millers 
and millwrights, besides two or 
three insurance men, to all of whom 
I had to explain over and over 
again in detail what was to be ac- 
complished by the Behrns millstone 
ventilation. 

It appeared that my arguments 
and statements were far from con- 
vincing to the majority of the men 
present, excepting Governor Wash- 
burn and Mr. Crosby, both of whom 
thought that a trial or experiment 
should be made before a final con- 
clusion could be reached. 

With all the friendly and cour- 
teous treatment that I received 
from the governor and his partner, 
Mr. Crosby, from the very begin- 
ning they were not agreeable to 
assuming the expense of such dem- 
onstration, and I therefore tele- 
graphed to Brehmer Bros. to ascer- 
tain if they would furnish, at their 
expense, installation for three run 
of stone to be placed in the old 
Washburn B mill, for experimental 
purposes. In answer, they prompt- 
ly declined. 


INSTALLS BEHRN’S EXHAUST 


This meant to me failure of my 
undertaking, and I determined not 
to fail in that way; so without say- 
ing anything to any one I ordered 
the apparatus made and shipped at 
my own expense. Inasmuch as the 
cost of this apparatus and the 
erecting expenses were liable to 
consume all the coin and currency 
I possessed, I was taking a “long 
shot,” but it proved to be a good 
one. 

Inside of three weeks the ma- 
chinery arrived. It was installed 
as proposed, with necessary altera- 
tions to fit local conditions, and by 








delphia during the year following 
the exposition, as a demonstration, 








working day and night it was start- 





and that was about the extent of 
their efforts until, about two weeks 
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ed up on the last day of June. It 
worked well from the first and, 











The unpaved street and the shaky 
wooden sidewalks in Minneapolis in those 
days, were deplorable. Washington Av- 
enue after a vy rain, was a sea of 
mud, and street crossings were impos- 
sible. I recollect one day walking with 
John Crosby on the west side of this 
avenue; when we reached Second Avenue 
South, we saw Thomas Lowry and Loren 
Fletcher, then one of the owners of the 
Galaxy mill, standing on the opposite side 
of Washington Avenue in front of the 
old Windom Block. 

Mr. hailed Mr. Crosby and asked 
him to cross over. Mr. Crosby hesitated 
and told them to come over to his side of 
the street, to which Mr. Lowry replied 
that he would treat if Mr. Crosby made 
the venture. The latter replied that if 
Mr. Lowry would send him a rowboat and 
guarantee a new shine for his shoes, he 
would; otherwise, he would remain on 
shore. Mr. Lowry then crossed over, but 
lost both of his overshoes in the mud. 


gradually, prejudice melted away and a 
more friendly attitude prevailed; but still 
there were numerous unbelievers left to 
contend against me. 

Governor Washburn, however, was con- 
vinced that there was value in the device. 
He called me to his office a few days after 
the apparatus was put into operation and 
asked me what the installation cost, say- 
ing that he would buy it. I then told him 
what I had done and that he could have 
it at exactly what it cost me. With that 
I handed him my figures and bills. 

He just took one look at them, reached 
for his checkbook and wrote out a check 
for the full amount of the bills, and $200 
besides, saying, “This is for you, young 
man; and you have my sincere approba- 
tion and thanks as a further acknowl- 
edgment.” 

‘Then he gave me an order for the 
equipment of 30 runs of stone with the 
Behrns millstone exhaust, to be installed 
in the Washburn C mill, construction of 
which was then under way. One condi- 
tion of his order was that I would return * 
to Minneapolis to conduct, personally, the 
installation of the apparatus in the mill. 
I came back the following October on 
that errand, and have remained here ever 
since. 

The mills destroyed by the explosion 
and fire in 1878 were all located at the 
lower end of the west side canal, and thus 
the mills located more upriver were un- 
injured and all in operation when I ar- 
rived in Minneapolis. ‘They were the 
Anchor, Dakota, Cataract, Holly, Union, 
Arctic, Empire,~Minneapolis, Pillsbury 
and Excelsior flour mills, and the North 
Star woolen mill. ‘The Washburn B mill, 
across the street from the A mill, had 
also been damaged by fire, but had been 
repaired and was again in operation. 

The “milling district” in those days, on 
the west side of the Mississippi River, in 
appearance was a much busier place than 
it is at this time, particularly during the 
summer months, owing to the fact that 
the sawmills on the brink of the falls 
employed many teams to haul away the 
manufactured lumber and millwood from 
the mills to the lumber yards, which were 
then scattered all over town, and also to 
the fact that there were many farmers’ 
teams which brought the wheat to the 
flour mills. Then the mill offices were at 
the mills. 

There was no Chamber of Commerce 


WHERE THE MACHINERY MEN CONGREGATED 


The Nicollet House lobby was the ex- 
change and meeting-place of the town 
frequented by miliowners, millbuilders 
and furnishers, and all sorts of supply 
men. Men with new inventions and pat- 
ented mill machinery from all parts of 
the country were present, each one bent 
on making a sale and to get his devices or 
wares into the mills that were to be re- 
built. Especially in the evenings there 
was a motiey crowd of men, all “talking 
shop” and often indulging in heated dis- 
cussions. 

Later on, The Northwestern Miller 
office was made a sort of stamping 
ground by the men who wanted to build 
mills or furnish equipment. They were 
made welcome by the staff of this publi- 
cation and always gladly furnished with 
free ‘pencil and paper, also occasionally 
with a free smoke. ‘The Northwestern 
Miller also acted in many ways as an in- 
telligence bureau, and more than once I 
made use of its library to dig up infor- 
mation. 

The millowners of Minneapolis 35 years 
ago were a remarkable set of men. ‘They 
were strong men, enterprising, persever- 
ing, and full of confidence in the future 
of Minneapolis as a milling center. Only 
two or three of them are still with us; 
the others have passed into the beyond, 
but I am quite sure each one of them has 
yet, nor many elevator companies to buy fulfilled his mission on earth and has con- 
the wheat as is done at the present day. tributed his allotted share in ‘the develop- 
Later on the Minneapolis Millers’ Asso-| ing of milling. 
ciation was established and, from what ‘\ ee 


could see, it was, during the time of its 

existence, a most valuable, well-managed Governor Washburn and Charles A. 

and thoroughly successful institution. Pillsbury were the leaders in the local 

When the Chamber of Commerce was mga ey ae md hog when 
ished and open wheat market r, Washburn died at Eureka Springs, 

eek Ge baton Ark. Mr. Pillsbury then became the head 


organized, the Millers’ Association was Pi 1 
ehanteust. Great rivalry existed in those of the milling interests, and held that 
place for many years. In character, sen- 


ly days between the different millin 
} waay. Migs 4 timent, manners and methods, these two 


firms, and matters of yield, percentage 
made of the various Ties’ of jan, men were vastly different, and yet they 
methods of operation and other details, had one common ambition in life and that 
were well-guarded secrets. was to have the largest and best flour 
mills on earth. Both of them were active, 
THR MILENS WEES CHECHAL indefatigable workers, shrewd and enter- 

Social intercourse between millowners prising business men,—just the kind the 
was not in vogue to an extent that would milling industry needed for its develop- 
be expected, and several stories illustrat-. ment. 
ing this condition might be told. I shall During the summer of 1879, an agita- 
relate only one, because I happened to be tion developed in local milling circles 
a witness to it. which was destined to be of momentous 

Governor Washburn one morning called consequence. Just how this agitation 
his head carpenter, a man by the name of started I have never known, but gradu- 
Charles Jones, into his office, and told him ajly it became apparent that the mills of 
that he wanted him to build a board walk Minneapolis, and for that matter at va- 
on Sixth Avenue South, between Second  jous other milling points, were getting 
Street and the canal platform, saying more and more into a receptive mood that 
that the unpaved condition of that road- 4 change in the methods of milling should 
way after a rain was horrible, and unfit take place. 
for man or beast to walk over. He told 
Jones that he expected him to put a good 
sidewalk in at once, and to have it done 
inside of a week, when he (the governor) 
would be back to town. 

Jones put down the sidewalk, but only 
two planks wide or just wide enough for 
one man to walk on. The governor, on 
his return to Minneapolis, when he saw 
what Jones had done, immediately sent 
for him, saying, “Jones, what do you 
mean by putting down such a narrow 
walk on the avenue; I told you I wanted 
a sidewalk; no two men can walk to- 
gether on those two planks.” 

Jones replied, “Pardon me, governor, 
but you never saw two millers walk to- 
gether on that street, did you?” How- 
ever, the walk was made four planks in 
width. 


HUNGARIAN GRADUAL REDUCTION PROCESS 


Information was sought from every 
available source relative to the Hungarian 
or gradual reduction process of milling, 
also frequently called the roller process. 
The milling trade papers and other publi- 
cations printed whatever was obtainable 
on that subject; but on the whole the in- 
formation was scarce, incomplete and not 
at all so convincing that this method of 
making flour was so much better than the 
methods in use as to encourage the mill- 
owners to make the change. 

When I came to Minneapolis, the sys- 
tem of milling in use was what in those 
days was known as the half-high grind- 
ing, or new — milling. The grinding 
was uniformly done on millstones, and the 


comparatively small amount of middlings 
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produced were purified on machines built 
after the of a French millwright 
by the name of La Croix. The first of 
these La Croix purifiers was installed in 
the old Washburn A mill several years 
before the explosion, and with its intro- 
duction by Goovgs H. Christian, who 
operated this mill under a lease, a new 
epoch of flour manufacturing ensued. 

When the success of the La Croix ma- 
chine was apparent, numerous inventors 
and mechanics endeavored to y; to 
improve, and to Americanize it, and some 
of them were quite successful, notably 
W. J. Fender, of Fender & Cuthbertson, 
Minneapolis, whose reciprocating brush 
device under the silk screening cloth of 
his purifier was by far the best mechani- 
cal device ever applied for that purpose. 

The George T. Smith Middlings Puri- 
fier Co., of Jackson, Mich., also brought 
out a greatly improved purifier, but that 
company’s attitude toward the millers in 
its efforts to collect royalty on patents 
did not secure it many friends in Minne- 
apolis. 

There were, of course, numerous other 
devices and designs suggested by various 
inventors and manufacturers of mill ma- 
chinery and, at the time I arrived in Min- 
neapolis, there was still considerable dis- 
cussion among millers as to the proper 
and best method of purifying middlings, 
and as to the kind of machines to do it 
with. However, Mr. Fender was soon in 
the lead after Governor Washburn had 
given him an order for 44 of his large- 
size purifiers for the new Washburn C 
mill, in spite of the George T. Smith 
Purifier Co.’s verbal threat to close up the 
Washburn mills unless its purifiers were 
bought. 


MIDDLINGS PURIFIER THE PET 
The middlings purifier quickly became 
the pet of the mill. It was, next to the 
buhrs, the one important tool in the equip” 
ment; but there yet remained to 
learned the science of handling the mid- 
dlings after their purification, to obtain 
best results. This problem was not en- 
tirely solved until the introduction of the 
Hungarian gradual reduction process of 
milling, in the latter part of 1880. 


OSCAR OEXLE AND PORCELAIN ROLLS 


Governor Washburn had been corre- 
sponding with the German mill engineer, 
Oscar Oexle, of Augsburg, Bavaria, rela- 
tive to making plans for a small experi- 
mental mill to be installed in a part of 
the new Washburn C mill. After long- 
drawn-out negotiations, Mr. Oexle, who 
was totally blind, arrived in Minneapolis 
with a shipment of roller mills, the in- 
vention of Fredrick Wegmann, a milling 
engineer of Zurich, Switzerland. These 
rolis were of porcelain; the grinding rolls 
for wheat consisted of one roll of grooved 
porcelain working against a concave, also 
grooved and of the same material. The 
smooth rolls for the reduction of mid- 
dlings were also of porcelain, and ran in 
pairs in a like manner as do smooth rolls 
today. 

Mr. Oexle also brought with him a 
number of purifiers built entirely of sheet 
metal, without any wood whatsoever in 
their construction. These were the so- 
called air purifiers, so named because 
there was no sifting through bolting cloth 
used in their operation; the middlings to 
be purified were simply subjected to cur- 
rents of air in their passage through the 
machine. 

These purifiers, together with the por- 
celain roller mills, were the great wonder 
of the day after their arrival, and, al- 
though every effort was made to conceal 
their construction and characteristics and 
to keep all manipulations a secret, most 
of the millers managed to get a peep at 
them. 

By an. arrangement between Governor 
Washburn and Mr. Oexle, E. P. Allis & 
Co., of Milwaukee, had the erection of 
these machines in that part of the C mill 
set apart for experimental purposes, and 
that company furnished the bolting reels 
and other appurtenances. Mr. Oexle had 
also secured the services of a Hungarian 
miller, Mr. Wohlgenannt, of Budapest, 
who took charge of this mill upon com- 
pletion. 

Results of this experimental -mill were 
gratifying in one direction and disap- 
pointing in another. The quality of the 
flour made was very good and yields sat- 
isfactory, but the capacity of it was be- 
low expectations. 

The porcelain rolls and air purifiers did 
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not find favor with the millers, 
and it was not long efter the “ail was 
started that the conclusion was reached 
that different m and modified 
methods would have to used to make 
this system of milling more applicable to 
American requirements. 


HUNGARIAN PLANS A FAILURE 


About that time Governor Washburn 
got me to write to a prominent mill en- 
gineer in Budapest, Adolph Fischer, to 
open negotiations for a set of complete 
and detailed plans for a mill equipment 
of 5,000 bbls capacity upon the Hun- 
garian gradual reduction process, intend- 
ed for the new Washburn A mill. 

In due time the plans and specifications 
arrived from Budapest, but, it was soon 
found that they were impossible because 
of local conditions. In the first place, 
the plans were altogether too complicated 
for American milling requirements; they 
provided for eight grades of flour—four 
middlings, two of bakers (clears) and two 
of low-grade—at a time when there was 
a market in the United States for only 
three grades, to wit, patent, bakers and 
low-grade. Besides this, the plans pro- 
vided for a line of machinery and appa- 
ratus which would have to be imported 
from Europe at enormous cost, and last, 
but not least, a majority of the operations 
in the mill would require hand labor. 

The plans were rejected and, after a 
tedious period of correspondence back 
and forth, the scheme of building a strict- 
ly Hungarian mill was abandoned. How- 
ever, Mr. Washburn was persevering and 
hated to relinquish the idea of having the 
first mill in this country to adopt this sys- 
tem of milling. He went to Europe to 
investigate personally, and when he came 
back he was more than evér convinced 
that success would crown his efforts in 
the end, if only a way could be found to 
adapt the Hungarian process of milling 
to American conditions. 

While in Budapest he got into relations 
with Ganz & Co., the inventors and manu- 
facturers of roller mills with rolls made - 
of chilled cast iron, either grooved or 
smooth rolls. He bought four sets to be 
shipped to Minneapolis, and also secured 
the right to build these rolls for use in 
his own mills, if they should prove suc- 
cessful, and they did. 


FIRST CHILLED IRON CORRUGATED ROLLS 


When the four roller mills were re- 
ceived, they were immediately installed 
in the Washburn experimental mill to re- 
place the porcelain grinding rolls, and the 
production was much improved and in- 
creased. These were, as far as I know, 
the first chilled iron corrugated rolls used 
for grinding wheat in this country. 

About this time (early in 1880) my 
business of introducing the Behrns mill- 
stone exhaust was, as far as local require- 
ments were concerned, nearly finished. 
Substantially all of the Minneapolis mills 
were equipped with it, and I also had 
secured a number of contracts for out- 
side mills. I had done well and was on 
the road to prosperity, but I could easily 
foresee that the time was near at hand 
when, with the introduction of the roller 
process of milling, there would be fewer 
millstones required and, therefore, pros- 
pects for selling the millstone exhaust 
were on the decline. 

With this idea in mind, I accepted 
Governor Washburn’s offer to become his 
engineer and take charge of the rebuild- 
ing of mill A. However, I had consider- 
able doubt about my ability to build a 
big flour mill upon new lines and meth- 
ods, totally inexperienced as I was, and 
with no further backing than the good will 
of my employer. I frankly told the gov- 
ernor of the state of my mind on this 
subject. He said in reply: “In this you 
are like the rest of us here. You have 
everything to learn and nothing to for- 
get; so go ahead and learn all you can in 
as short a time as possible, and then we 
will proceed.” 


GOES TO EUROPE FOR INFORMATION 


I had already obtained what literature 
and other printed matter I could, and 
tried hard to acquaint myself with the 
details of the Hungarian gradual reduc- 
tion process of milling; but it was all 
patchwork, and not at all satisfactory. I 
finally made up my mind that seeing is 
believing, and in the early part of July, 
1880, I sailed for Europe to study and to 
learn at the fountain head. 

(Continued on page 871.) 
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“There’s one thing,” said Old Dad 
Fetchit, of the Fish River Roller Mills, 
“always makes me feel sort of com- 
fortable when the days begin to 
lengthen out into spring. “There being 
so much less flour in the night run, 
it naturally) makes it a good deal easier 
to sell it out right along. “These here 
long winter nights is what breaks a 
miller’s heart.” 








AN INEXPLICABLE SHORTAGE 

Nothing in the world is harder to ac- 
count for than a shortage in a carload 
of flour that has been treble checked at 
the mill’s loading dock- and yet arrives 
at destination with several sacks missing. 
In the case reported on in the letter 
which follows, the miller knows positively 
that the correct count of sacks was 
placed in the car, yet there is not a 
chance to doubt the honesty of the cus- 
tomer. 

“Sirs I dont see how they could of ben 
any shortedge at Depew far I comince 
unloden at non and unloded that end of 
car that evin and I unloded that part 
oof flour and I locked the door evry tim 
I left the car and I only fond 40 24 lb 
sacks of flour and the car stood acras 
the track from the depow I fond evry 
thing als all right” 

This letter, executed on a Blickens- 
derfer, carries conviction. That the type- 
writing machine is itself somewhat halt- 
ing in its spelling takes nothing from 
this. Many typewriting machines are 
lame in their orthography. Spelling be- 
comes merely adventitious when perfect 
honesty lights the printed text. 


THE PERTINACITY OF A PHRASE 

The pastor of a church in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, who was talking to his con- 
gregation on the subject of church at- 
tendance, told the story of an earnest 
priest who was called upon to preach 
the funeral service of a parishioner who 
had been very remiss in his religious 
duties. In announcing the funeral he 
said: “I am requested to announce the 
funeral services of Dinnis Murphy, which 
will be held in this church on Widnesday 
morning at nine o’clock. I am both sorry 
an’ willing to comply. Misther Murphy’s 
family will be here, all his rilatives will 
be here, his neighbors will be here. And, 
incidentally, Dinnis Murphy himsilf will 
be here—for the first time in sivin 
years !” 

The story inspired the cartoonist of the 
La Crosse Tribune to make a drawing 
illustrative of the subject. A hearse 
stands before the church door and six 
solemn, high-hatted pall-bearers are car- 
rying the deceased into the sacred edifice. 
To point the moral, the artist has em- 
ployed a famous catch phrase widely 
utilized for advertising a celebrated flour. 
Above the drawing of the church is the 
word “Eventually,” and below it the 
inevitable “Why Not Now?” 

“Sweet are the uses of advertising,” 
but: it is seldom that an advertisement 
of a flour brand can be so aptly used for 
The picture and its 
famous phrase are, in conjunction, a per- 
fect and complete sermon on the desira- 
bility of church attendance. The history 
of this particular combination of words: 
“Eventually, Why Not Now?” would 
make a very interesting chapter in the 
curious psychology of advertising. 

Repeated and insisted upon, year after 
year, in all places and by every variety 
of publicity, it was long before the phrase 
took root and became self-perpetuating 
and automatically reproductive. Then 
suddenly it seemed to accomplish its oc- 
cult intention. It became fixed in the 


public mind, like, “He Won’t Be Happy 
*Till He Gets It,” “Good Morning! Have 
You Used?” and a few other advertising 
expressions. 

Having taken firm root, it proceeded 
to grow and disport itself in unexpected 
manifestations of its persistent hold upon 
the world. The question “Why Not 
Now?” inevitably follows the word 
“Eventually” as night follows day. One 
seems useless without the other. To say 
“Eventually” and not think “Why Not 
Now?” is almost impossible. In fact, the 
use of the word “eventually” has almost 
become confined to its widely advertised 
concomitant. 

Paraphrases of the catch line, and at- 
tempts to supply an answer with a brand 
other than the one with which it is asso- 
ciated, defeat their purpose; they simply 
emphasize and further exploit the orig- 
inal connection, serving only to increase 
and extend its significance. 





BRANNY McCANN LOOSE 

Hitherto Branny McCann’s diatribes 
against white flour have been confined to 
the New York Globe. Therein he was 
wont to thresh around, roar “Liar! Liar! 
Liar!” and bite himself in his rage 
against a public which preferred white 
flour to the mule-feed which Branny in- 
sisted was the proper food for enuitnd, 
offering himself as an example of a man 
fed upon it and thereby losing his argu- 
ment. 

Either the New York Globe has grown 
weary of making a laughing-stock of it- 
self by permitting Branny to use its 
columns for his preposterous propaganda, 
and so turned him adrift to seek other 
channels through which to obtain the 
sensational publicity he craves, or he has 
broken out himself, seeking a larger audi- 
ence to listen to his ravings. He now 
appears in a few misguided newspapers, 
which have accepted him—on his own un- 
supported claim, no doubt—as a “food 
expert,” and are actually publishing his 
syndicated articles as contributions! 

These articles by poor old Branny are 
protected by copyright; why he should 
go to the trouble and expense of so doing 
is not clear. Surely no sane person 
would desire to rob him of opinions 
which closely resemble the ravings of the 
late John McCullough, and an insane imi- 
tator would disregard the copyright no- 
tice. However, they are copyrighted and 
syndicated, and evidently there are news- 
papers so hard up for sensational matter 
that they will accept and possibly pay 
for such illiterate and ignorant drool. 

The St. Louis Republic is one of these 
and the Daily News, of Tacoma, is an- 
other. The former prints Branny’s thirty- 
first chapter under a heading which is 
illuminative: “Amazing but Rarely Sus- 
pected Truths About the Things You 
Eat.” Certainly “amazing” and certainly 
“rarely suspected” are poor old Branny’s 
theories about food, but as “truths” they 
are unable to stand even superficial sci- 
entific examination. 

The Daily News, of Tacoma, in pre- 
senting Branny’s Thirtieth Epistle to the 
Ignoramus, gives it a good, startling 
headline, thus: “Fraud in Flour—Bread 
that Kills—Guard Your Child,” following 


it with, “In Whiteness Lies D r, for 
Whiteness Means a Refinement that Re- 
moves from the Loaf the Very Essences 
Which Nature Demands in Her Mys- 
terious Processes of Health Building,” 
and this most precious thought: “Nature 
Never Made a White Grain of Wheat!” 

Those who send these clippings to The 
Northwestern Miller inquire if there is 
no legal way in which the millers of the 
country can protect themselves against 
such indecent and outrageoeusly false at- 
tacks upon their product. As they point 
out, the statements of such crack-pots 
and cranks as Branny McCann concern- 
ing white flour are unsupported by a 
scintilla of scientific evidence, and it has 
been repeatedly proved by the ig high- 
est food authorities that white flour is 
pure, nutritious, health-sustaining and 
muscle-building; that such charges 
against it are wicked and malicious false- 
hoods, the invention of ignorant and mis- 
chievous faddists obsessed by their own 
crazy theories. Surely there should be 
some way whereby such libels can be 
stopped. 

Unfortunately there seems to be no 
law in existence to which appeal can be 
made for the prevention of such attacks. 
McCann, himself, seems to be one of 
those half-cracked writers who are ut- 
terly irresponsible and do not care how 
untrue their statements are, provided 
they can make a little money by exploit- 
ing them. Fortunately their intemper- 
ance and their obvious ignorance render 
them quite harmless. No one but an 
utter idiot believes such preposterous 
nonsense. 

Nevertheless, it is shameful that any 
newspaper should deliberately publish 
these libels upon white flour, and thereby 
encourage attacks upon a reputable in- 
dustry, which in many cases is a credit- 
able part of the enterprise of their own 
communities. Doubtless this is due less 
to deliberate intent than to editorial 
carelessness and ignorance. Newspapers 
directed by discerning and _ intelligent 
editors seldom give place to such irre- 
sponsible rubbish, and when they do it is 
usually the fault of some one on the staff 
who, knowing nothing whatever about the 
subject, grabbed at its sensational fea- 
tures without regard to their foundation 
in fact. 

Attacks similar to those of this gib- 
berer have frequently been made in the 
past, and if they have had the slightest 
effect upon the consumption of white 
flour it has not been noticeable. How- 
ever, if millers and bakers resent such 
imputations on their product, the best 
way to bring about their discontinuance 
is to protest to the responsible heads of 
the newspapers in which they appear. 

Such protests, if respectfully made, will 
almost invariably receive careful atten- 
tion, and when accompanied by indis- 
putable evidence of the falsity of the 
charges, which are easily obtainable, they 
are usually effective. Many millers and 
bakers advertise in the very newspapers 
which publish such attacks. The rank 
injustice of accepting such advertising 
and at the same time wantonly discred- 
iting in the reading columns of the same 
paper the product advertised is obvious. 


AN EXAMPLE OF FAIRNESS 

Recently, reference was made in these 
columns to the grossly unfair practice of 
many large flour buyers, particularly in 
the East, in delaying payment of arrival 
drafts drawn against flour shipments by 
millers, meanwhile obstructing terminals 
and misusing needed railway cars by 
causing the flour to be held on track 
awaiting disposition for indefinite periods. 

In marked contrast to this iniquitous 
practice is the voluntary offer of a very 
large flour house in New York recently 
made to a western milling concern with 
which it trades regularly. The offer is 
conveyed in a letter from which the fol- 
lowing is an extract: 

“In view of the delays on the railroads 
at the present time and not feeling sure 
that it is right to place all the burden 
upon the shipper, we would suggest that, 
if it pleases you to do so, you draw sight 
draft, less one-half of one per cent, in- 
stead of the usual arrival draft: you 
agrecing, in case you prefer to draw the 
sight draft, to guarantee quality and 
weight absolutely; further agreeing, in 
case of difficulties arising that we cannot 
settle between us, to arbitrate same before 
the arbitration committee of the New 
York Produce Exchange. 
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“We, of course, do not believe that any 
question will arise, and if it were to, we 
believe we would have no acrvaer J in 
settling with you, as we are convinced you 
are just as fair as we are; but we have 
had such liar experiences in the past 
few months that we feel we are justified 
in asking this understanding in- connec- 
tion with the arrangement which we 
offer.” 

The eement suggested as a protec- 
tion to the buyer in paying sight draft is, 
of course, nothing more than he should 
properly require in his own protection, 
and the discount of two and a half or 
three cents a barrel for demand payment 
is entirely reasonable. Such an offer from 
a buyer carries an impression of fair 
trading, good credit based on financial 
soundness and generous consideration for 
the difficulties of the seller. It is in sharp 
contract to the tactics of scores of other 
buyers whose principal aim seems to be to 
cause the miller to put his flour at risk, 
tie up his capital and speculate at his 
expense. 


THE NEW GENERATION OF MILLERS 


Many millowners and superintendent 
millers, who have observed carefully the 
trend in recent years, believe that the in- 
dustry will sooner or later find itself 
short of men fully qualified as master 
millers. They are firmly of the opinion 
that present employment, wage and 
training conditions do not favor the de- 
velopment of men equipped to take full 
charge of moderately large mills, and 
that too few younger men are now com- 
ing on to take the places of the superin- 
tendent millers now in command. 

The most apparent outward evidence 
of this situation is the difficulty every 
millowner has in finding, when occasion 
arises, a suitable second, or “trick” miller. 
As a matter of fact, outside the larger 
milling centers, there is no regular class 
of second millers,x—men who can take full 
charge on their “trick” and are gradu- 
ally developing into men capable of tak- 
ing control of the mill. All of the men 
who should be doing this are merely using 
such jobs as stop-gaps while they are 
finding a position in command of a small- 
er plant. 

The reason for this is plain. Second 
millers, or in larger mills grinders and 
bolters, work at day wages of from two 
dollars and a half to three dollars per 
day, while head millers, even in relatively 
small mills, receive monthly salaries based 
on a minimum, except in the case of the 
smallest type of mill, of about one hun- 
dred dollars per month. Between the 
day-wage worker at his comparatively 
small pay, and the salaried executive 
there is no middle ground. Naturally, the 
temptation to seek an opportunity to 
change from a second miller’s place, at 
wages, to a head miller’s place, at salary, 
is strong. The result is that half-devel- 
oped millers, who should be completing 
their training in larger plants, take their 
incomplete training to smaller mills and 
thereby constantly add to the already too 
great supply of incapable “head” millers. 

Under present circumstances, the 
theory of developing head millers seems 
to be based upon the men starting in with 
the smaller mills and gradually working 
up to command of larger ones. ‘This 
theory, as experience is proving, is quite 
wrong. ‘The proper training for head 
miller of a mill of good size is education 
and growth in a mill of that size. The 
smaller mill experience does not fit a 
man properly to become milling chief of 
a larger plant, and this is more particu- 
larly true since science has so largely 
displaced the old rule o’ thumb in mill- 
ing. 

Correction of the present trend of 
things appears to lie in greater recogni- 
tion of the men who are now serving as 
seconds, grinders and_bolters,—“trick” 
millers. The standards of their employ- 
ment should be advanced so that they can 
afford to see their futures in gradual de- 
velopments of their present positions 
rather than in looking sharp for a situa- 
tion as head miller with another em- 
ployer. The present day-wage basis for 
skilled: millers is unsound if the next 
generation of master millers is to come 
from among them. The “trick” miller 
should, in other words, cease to be re- 
garded as merely a mill laborer and be 
given a definite standing as under-miller, 
with a view to his development not only 
in flour-making skill but in executive 











In the view of men who pay 
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ing to fill the places of the skilled heads 
of the present generation. The small 
mills are decreasing in number, and the 
larger mills are not developing skilled 
udilers for the future. The logic of the 
situation suggests that the larger mills 
meet the condition by creating greater 
incentive for the skilled men through ele- 
vating them gradually from their —" 
positions as a part of mill day labor. 





CONTRACTS INSURANCE 


Thirty-two Milling Representatives Meet in 
Wichita to Form Bureau to Guarantee 
Integrity of Flour Contracts 


Wicuira, Kansas, March 27.—Repre- 
sentatives of 32 milling concerns interest- 
ed in the plan to organize an interinsur- 
ance bureau for the underwriting of flour 
sales contracts met at Wichita Monday, 
March 20, to formulate definite plans for 
for the bureau. 

The meeting was called to order by T. 
A. Noftzger, a Wichita attorney, who 
has been active in formulating plans for 
the bureau, and Charles L. Roos, of Wel- 
lington, Kansas, was elected temporary 
chairman. 

From a roll-call vote, it appeared that 
every miller present favored the plan for 
insuring sales coptracts, and it was de- 
cided to proceed with the organization of 
an interinsurance bureau, to be known as 
the “Millers’ Kxchange,” upon the fol- 
lowing general basis: 

“1. ‘That the undersigned companies, 
which are operating flour mills, hereby 
associate themselves together for the pur- 
pose of providing indemnity for loss oc- 
curring on account of the refusal of pur- 
chasers of their products in the United 
States to perform their agreements; and 
to establish a clearing-house for the pur- 
pose of furnishing to the members of the 
association information with reterence to 
the condition of the trade in their prod- 
ucts. 

“2. That the name of this association 
Shall be the ‘Millers’ Kxchange.’ 

“3. That the insurance feature of this 
association shall be conducted on the re- 
ciprocal or interinsurers’ plan. 

“4. That the affairs of this association 
shall be managed by an advisory commit- 
tee of seven members to be selected by 
the members of the association, and an 
attorney in fact who shall be selected by 
the advisory committee. 

“5. That the advisory committee, sub- 
ject to such rules or directions as may 
be adopted or given at any meeting of 
the members of the Exchange, shall have 
full power and authority to transact the 
business of the Exchange; to approve the 
form of contract to be issued by the at- 
torney in fact to the individual members; 
to fix the amount to be paid by each 
member; to increase the number of the 
members of the advisory committee from 
time to time as they may deem necessary, 
by electing additional members thereto; 
and to adopt such rules and regulations 
as they may deem necessary for the 
transaction of the business of the com- 
mittee and the Exchange. 

“6. Meetings of the members of the 
Exchange shall be held as shall be de- 
termined by the advisory committee. But 
meetings shall be held on the request of 
three members of the Exchange, and 
upon such request being made to the 
chairman of the advisory committee he 
shall immediately call a meeting of the 
Exchange and notify the members there- 
of. 

“7, At all meetings of the Exchange 
each member shall have one vote for each 
100 bbls or fraction thereof, above 40 
bbls, of its daily capacity. 

“8. These articles of association may 
be amended by two-thirds of all of the 
votes cast at any meeting, or by a ma- 


jority of all of the votes cast at any ° 


meeting called for the purpose of making 
such amendment after due notice of such 
meeting shall have been given to the 
members.” 

Following the adoption of this outline 
of working plan, it was voted that, for 
purposes of rating capacity of mill mem- 
bers of the Exchange, the capacities giv- 
en in The Northwestern Miller’s List of 
Flour Mills, Handbook No. 38, be official. 


Fuepenicx J. Crank, Vice-President 
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The temporary chairman then appoint- 
ed a committee on nominations for ad- 
visory committee, composed of J. H. 
Moore, Wichita, J. S. Flautt, Aurora, 
Mo., and George G. Sohlberg, Oklahoma 
City. 

The committee later reported a recom- 
mendation that the advisory board be in- 
creased from 7 to 11 members, and placed 
the following 10 names in nomination: 
A. J. Hunt, Arkansas City; J. B. Hupp, 
Wichita; Theodore F. Loosk Kansas 
City; George G. Sohlberg, Oklahoma City ; 
Cc. E. Curran, Concordia; Samuel Plant, 
St. Louis; J. H. Moore, Wichita; August 
J. Bulte, Hutchinson; L. S. Meyer, 
Springfield, Mo; H. Dittmer, El Reno. 

The recommendation of the committee 
for a larger advisory board was adopted, 
and the millers nominated were elected to 
the advisory board. 

Later, the board met with four mem- 
bers present and elected George G. Sohl- 
berg temporary chairman, and H. Ditt- 
mer, temporary secretary. Adjournment 
was then taken to Monday, March 27, at 
Kansas City. 

The board is meeting at the Baltimore 
Hotel here today further to complete 
organization plans. 

The proposal for an interinsurance or- 
ganization to underwrite the integrity of 
flour contracts has been under consider- 
ation for several months. It is planned, 
for a premium rate yet to be determined, 
to guarantee the integrity of all flour 
orders, each member to report his sales 
in detail to the office of the Exchange. It 
is also contemplated to create a market 
information .service for members, dis- 
tributing news derived from the sales 
reports made to the Exchange by mills. 


Uruguay’s wheat production this year 
is placed at 11,000,000 bus, which is more 
than three times as much as last year’s 
crop. 


TOO HIGH FOR LONDON 
Compared with English Brands, Foreign 
Prices Not Attractive—Three Shilling 
Drop in Domestic Quotations 


Lonvon, Ewne., March 28.—(Special 
Cable)—Business is practically at a 
standstill, as imported flours are too dear 
compared with home-milled brands, which 
have dropped 3s since last week. Spot 
flour is getting scarce, with only a small 
quantity bought for future shipment. 
Consequently, there is a prospect of short 
supplies. 

Flour quotations, per 280-lb sack, are: 


American spring wheat patents, 47s; 
American spring wheat clears, 45s; 
Canadian export patents, 45s; Kansas 


export patents, 45s; American soft win- 

ter patents, 448; Canadian soft wheat 

patents, 43s, nominal; low-grades, 33s. 
C. F. G. Raikes. 


Foreign Exchange at Minneapolis 


Foreign exchange at ‘Minneapolis was 
quoted as follows: 
Sight 3-day 60-day 
March 22. -$4.76% $.....-@4.76 $4.72% 
March 23..... 4.76% -» @4.76 4.72% 
March 24..... 4.76% «++@4.75% 4.72 
March 25..... 4.76 4.75% @4.75% 4.72% 
March 27..... 4.76% 4.756% @4.75% 4.72% 
March 28..... 4.76% «......@4.76 4.72% 
Three-day guilders were quoted today 


(March 28) at 42 7-16. 


Minneapolis-Duluth-Winnipeg Receipts 
Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 
Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 


r-—Mpie— -—-Duluth—, Winnipeg 
1916 1916 1916 1915 1916 1916 


March 22 284 96 51 84 6438 3843 
March 23.. 276 134 44 3606« 692) = «199 
March 24.. 3094 1658 28 63 638 287 
March 26.. 382 61 43 62 901 267 


March 27.. 726 310 a4 44 491 381 
March 28.. 298 106 70 119 307 668 


.-2,3810 859 270 





Totals 408 3,472 2,036 








March 29, 1916 
DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 


Fleur Stronger and Advancing—Buying Ke- 
stricted—Seme Reselling in Beston 
—Millfeed Steady and Firm 

[Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Milier—Quotations subject to confirmation.) 

Boston, Mass. March 28.—Flour in 
quiet demand for mill shipment, with a 
small amount of business reported by re- 
sellers. Aside from this, no business re- 
ported. Difficulty im getting flour for- 
warded on account of embargo placed by 
New England railroads and connections 
has a ressing effect on account of un- 
certainty as to when flour will be received. 
Minneapolis patents, $6.40@6.50, in wood. 
Spring country patents, $5.80@6.25, in 
wood. Special short patents, $6.75@7.25, 
in wood. Spring first clears, $4.90@5.50 
in cotton, and $5@5.60 in jute, with little 
demand. Spring second clears, nominal- 
ly $3.80@4, in jute. Kansas hard wheat 
patents, in sacks, $5.50@6. Soft winter 
patents, $5.64@6, in wood. Millfeed in 
fair demand for transit and near-by, but 
dull for mill shipment. Spring bran, 
$23.25; winter bran, $24.25; mixed feed, 
$25.50@ 28.50,—all in 100-lb sacks; red 
dog, in 140-lb sacks, $31.50; oat hulls, 
$19.50@20, in 100-lb sacks. 


Louis W. DePass. 


Caurcaco, Inu., March 28.—The flour 
market is very unsatisfactory, the buying 
is narrow, and those in need of flour are 
not taking on any large lots. This applies 
to all grades. First clears are very plen- 
tiful, and from certain mills in the 
Southwest good grades are obtainable as 
low as $4, bulk. Spring wheat patents 
are quoted at $5.10@5.50; straights, $4.65 
@5. Southwestern 95 per cent patents, 
$4.65@4.90; soft wheat patents, $540@ 
5.65,—all in jute. 

C. H. Cwauten. 


Sr. Lovis, Mo., March 28,—Flour de- 
mand unchanged, and market very dull 
generally, with local millers complaining 
of lack of new business, Millers firm in 
asking prices. Domestic sales few and 
light. No export sales reported. Mill- 
feed steady and firm, but demand quiet 
and volume of business light. 


Perer Deauien. 


Kansas Ciry, Mo., March 28,—Demand 
for flour continues generally slow, but 
with a little more attention.evidenced on 
the part of the buyers in the stronger 
markets. Flour quotations are strong. 


R. E. Sreavine. 


Bavtimorne, Mp., March 28,—Flour 
higher with wheat, but buyers fighting the 
advance as they fought the decline. 
Millfeed unchanged and quiet. 


Cuarces H. Dorsey. 
Puinapecputa, Pa., March 28,—Flour 


quiet and unchanged. Feed dull, but 
offerings light and market firm. 


Samue  S. Daniets. 





Banks and Exchange Basis 


New York, N. Y., March 27.—The Ap- 
pelate Division of the Supreme Court of 
New York state has decided that a bank 
is not liable for loss through a change in 
the basis of exchange during the trans- 
mission of credits between this country 
and Europe. 

In the early stages of the war much 
confusion occurred during the transmis- 
sion of credits, and sharp changes in ex- 
change rates made necessary many ad- 
justments; which the banks made rather 
than defend a suit in court. 

The Guaranty Trust Co., of New York, 
though making these settlements during 
the early part of the war, decided to take 
a case into court, with the above result. 


W. QuackENnnusH. 





Death of Frederic Odendahi 


New Onteans, La., March 27.—-F rederic 
Odendahl, a former president of the New 
Orleans Board of Trade, and lately man- 
ager of its maritime branch, died 
Wednesday morning at his home in 
this city. Mr. Odendahl was 76 years old, 
and one of the best known of the elder 
business men of this city. He was for- 
merly of Glover & Odendahl, which firm 
did an immense export grain and flour 
business. 

H. T. Lawier, Jr. 
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March 29, 1916 
NO CONVENTION THIS YEAR 


Exeeutive Committee of the Federation De- 
cides Against Mass Convention—Funds 
te be Used in Regular Work 


Curcaco, Itt., March 27.—It has been 
decided that there will be no mass con- 
vention of the Millers’ National Federa- 
tion this summer. Announcement was 
made, March 25, by Secretary Husband, 
of the Federation, that a mail vote 
taken of the members of the executive 
committee of the Federation, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining their views regarding 
4 mass convention this year, develops a 
strong sentiment against it. 

This reflects the views of a majority of 
the board of directors, as well as the 
opinion of the officers of the Federation. 
Owing to the unusual activities of the Fed- 
eration during the last year, Mr. Hus- 
band said, there has been a heavy drain 
on the treasury, and it is felt that under 
the existing circumstances the funds ordi- 
narily spent for convention purposes can 
he used to better advantage in conduct- 
ing the regular work of the Federation. 

As there will be no call for subserip- 
tions for a convention, it is hoped that 
inillers will respond promptly and gen- 
crously to the Federation’s recent appeal 
for funds, in order that the incoming ad- 
ininistration will not begin its work fac- 
ing a deficit. 

C. H. Cu aries. 





Gets Consolidated Agency 

The Northwestern Consolidated Milling 
Co., Minneapolis, announces that it has 
irranged witn the Broenniman Co., Inc., 
of which E. G. Broenniman is the head, 
to take its agency in New York and 
vicinity. Mr. Broenniman, an experienced 
flour man, has met with exceptional suc- 
cess in the New York market. The Broen- 
niman company will continue to repre- 
ent other mills also, as in the past. Mr. 
roenniman is purchasing agent for 
the Belgian Relief Commission, and has 
contracted for large quantities of flour, 
is well as other products and goods, 

Millers Win Minimum Car Case 

Wasninoton, D. C., March 28.—(Spe- 
cial ‘Telegram)—The Interstate Com- 
inerce Commission, on a complaint brought 
hy the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co. against 
ihe Rock Island and connecting roads, 
in which a protest was made against the 
rate of 35e per 100 Ibs, minimum 40,000 
lbs, for the transportation of a car of 
flour from Minneapolis to Alexandria, 
La., holds that the rate thus charged was 
unreasonable and orders reparation there- 
on on the basis of intermediate rates in 
effect to and from Kansas City. 

Anrtuvur J. Donor. 





Holland Buys Flour 

New Yorn, N. Y., March 27.—The 
Iiolland government purchased 50,000 
50-kilo sacks last week as a result of the 
tenders requested a short time previously. 
It could not be learned who got the 
order, but it was distributed among sev- 
eral different concerns. 

One good authority stated that the 
price at which this sale was made was 
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below the basis of $6 100 kilos for 
patent flour _ sd 


From another source it was learned 
that hereafter purchases by Holland will 
be yg the basis of Chicago option on 
the day of cable, with each le decline or 
advance in the wheat market to represent 
6c per 100 kilos in the price at which 
purchase is finally made. Pa ts are 
to be made against a local bill of lading 
on arrival of the flour at New York. 

W. QuackENBUSH. 





TO RELIEVE CONGESTION 


Merchants’ Association of New York Dis- 
cusses Possible Plans to Obviate Freight 
Congestion at Terminals 


New York, N. Y., March 27.—With a 
view to reaching some basis upon which 
the shippers could co-operate with the rail- 
roads to the end that the freight conges- 
tion at New York could be relieved, a 
meeting of the Merchants’ Association 
was held last week, and various plans 
were discussed to bring about some change 
in the present conditions. 

Most of those present were traffic offi- 
cials of corporations. ‘They said the rail- 
roads had accepted more traffic than 
could be handled, and that, as a result, 
cars held up at terminals, or sidetracked 
between here and Buffalo, or along the 
route from Pittsburgh, have reduced the 
operating efficiency of the carriers. It 
was Ss out that the trip from Pitts- 
burgh to this city now required about 20 
days on an average, while normally cars 
can be moved in from three to. five days. 
Space engaged on steamers frequently 
cannot be filled, it was stated, because 
the railroads fail to deliver freight on 
time. 

Shippers complained that the roads are 
attempting to take advantage of a situa- 
tion created by their own inefficiency to 
place additional storage and demurrage 
charges. 

A committee was appointed to formu- 
late suggestions which, it is hoped, will 
relieve the situation. 

W. QuackEeNBUSH. 





Will Add to Buffalo Mill 


The Washburn-Crosby Co, will increase 
the capacity of its Buffalo plant to the 
extent of 4,000 bbls, giving it a total at 
that point of 19,000 bbls daily. There is 
— in its present building to permit 
this. 

The Strong-Scott Mfg. Co., Minne- 
apolis, will furnish the necessary ma- 
chinery, including the following: three 
double stands 9x30 and 30 double stands 
9x36 rolls, 50 No. 4 centrifugal reels, 14 
No. 4 round reel flour dressers and 4 No. 
1 middlings purifiers. The machinery will 
be shipped to Buffalo very soon, and the 
work of installing it be proceeded with 
at once. 





Wheat Advances on Crop News 


March 28. —— 
c 


Cuicaoco, Itt, 
shorts an local 


Telegram )—Foreign 


bulls advanced wheat futures 2@3¥,c to- 
day on unfavorable crop news. 
Baltimore was in the market for No. 1 


—_ 


northern sp wheat at 161,c over Chi 
cago May, there, for five days” ship- 


Sellers want 15 days to Bal- 
timore. sade bas 


bought 

No. 1 northern here late Saturday and 
yesterday. Milling sales, 50,000 bus. Rea 
wheat scarce; No. 2, track here, 3@5ce 
over May. No. 2 hard, 1@2e over. 

No. 1 northern offered sparingly at 7@ 
Se over May. Most of arrivals going 
through on previous sales to seaboard. 


C. H. Cuarren. 





THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Production of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 
centages of Activity of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 


The attached table gives the flour output 
at milling centers for the last two weeks, 
with comparisons, in bbis: Mar. 27 Mar. 28 

Mar. 25 Mar.18 1915 1914 
Minneapolis ....383,866 403,040 261,290 347,925 
Duluth-Superior 234,000 29,600 19,610 23,500 
Milwaukee ..... 10,000 14,300 7,000 156,200 











Totals ....... 427,865 446,940 277,800 386,625 
Outside mills*..195,4765 ...... B71,686 .cccve 

Ag’gate sprg.623,340 ...... 449,430 ...... 
St. Louis ...... $2,600 29,000 15,200 29,200 
St. Louist ..... 40,5600 40,500 38,400 32,100 
Buffalo ........ 114,900 102,750 72,700 107,700 
Detroit ........ 16,200 14,000 8,200 14,500 
Rochester ..... 10,300 11,600 13,500 14,600 
Chicago ....... 23,250 23,000 19,000 19,600 
Kansas City.... 57,900 68,600 37,150 36,960 
Kansas City!...175,620 188,660 113,915 163,600 
BWeIOSS ccvceces 30,000 22,800 16,900 30,700 
FoleGog .ccccce 63,136 70,840 41,976 66,020 
Nashville**® .... 83,366 82,650 74,400 76,190 
Seattle ........ 16,290 16,785 10,835 ...... 
Tacoma ....... 12,666 32,5680 11,110 ...... 





PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 


The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points. The 
figures represent the relation of actual week- 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North- 
western Miller, to possible output on full- 
time schedule, operating six days per week: 

Mar. 27 Mar. 28 


March 26 Mar. 18 1915 1914 
Minneapolis ...... 79 a4 56 75 
Duluth-Superior .. 94 82 54 65 
Outside milis* .... 60 68 63 67 
Average spring... 73 77 64 74 
Milwaukee ........ 41 58 29 66 
BG, ROWED wccvccces 80 71 37 71 
BE. TOUT wccccccs 67 66 64 53 
MORHGI® 200 cccccces 69 60 53 79 
DOtweke .cccccccecce 100 86 61 86 
Rochester ........+ 51 56 65 73 
CRIA. occcrccvse 8&9 88 64 66 
Kansas City ...... 81 80 52 70 
Kansas Cityt ..... 66 69 44 72 
BOUOEO ceccccccrses 63 48 35 64 
Mn evseecesees ON 54 46 69 
Nashville*® ....... 62 62 54 65 
MOOSCRD cecccsscess 40 41 27 
DOCOMA orecvcescee 50 22 
Average ......-+. 67 70 50 69 
Minnesota-Dakotas 73 77 64 74 
Other states ...... 62 64 46 69 


Flour output for week ending March 25 at 
all above points shows a decrease of 3 per 
cent compared with week ending March 18, 

*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 

tFlour made by mills outside of St. Louls, 
but controlled in that city. 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
gas City. 

{Flour made by central states milis, in- 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in- 
cluding Nashville. 





The Interstate Commerce Commission 
will hold a hearing on export grain rates 
at Chicago, April 26, and also on the 
lake-and-rail rates April 28. 
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EXPORT GRAIN STORAGE 


Present Charges te be Maintained for Sixty 
Days—Next Sixty Days Deubled— 
Thereafter Doubled Again 

New Yorx., N. Y., March 27.—The 
executive committee of the eastern 
railroads and Commissioner Clark, of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, form- 
ing the Eastern Freight Accumulation 
Conference, met last week and adopted 
resolutions to the effect that the sto 
charge for export grain in devism 
maintained as follows: 

Present charges to be maintained for 
the first 60 days. 

For the next 60 days the charge to he 
doubled for each period. 

For the next 60 days the charge to be 
doubled again and continued thereafter, 
and carload package or piece freight con- 
signed to New York harbor for Sennestie 
lighterage delivery must be consigned to 
a specific destination, and if reordered to 
another lighterage delivery, or to a sta- 
tion or car float delivery, will be subject 
to a reconsignment charge of $2 per car. 
This rule applies to deliveries to con- 
necting lines within New York harbor 
limits. 

W. QuacKEeNBUSH. 


MOISTURE FOR WHEAT 


Southwest Reports Rain and Snow with 
Beneficial Efiect—Some Winter-Kill 
Possible in Central States 


Kansas City, Mo., March 28,— (Special 
Telegram—Full Report in Southwestern 
Correspondence)—'Lhere were heavy and 
quite general rains over all of eastern 
and central Kansas Sunday; in the west 
the precipitation was lighter, and in the 
extreme western counties was in the form 
of snow. The moisture was much needed 
by the wheat, and the effect of the rain 
will be highly beneficial. Reports from 
all sections are much more encouraging. 
Some parts of the big Kansas wheat ter- 
ritory report exceptionally good condi- 
tion. 

R. KE. Srea.ine. 


Tortevo, Onto, March 28,— (Special Tel- 
egram—Full Report in Central States 
Correspondence)—We have had warm 
weather and rains following the snow re- 
ported last week, which has entirely dis- 
appeared, Flood conditions prevail in 
parts of Ohio, and there is abundant 
moisture. 

Many reports of damage to wheat from 
winter-killing are being received, but 
growing weather of late spring will indi- 
cate more accurately amount of damage 
done. 


W. H. Wicern, Jr. 


Perish on Sussex 


Lonvon, Eno., March 27.—(Special 
Cable)—W. A. Lamarque and M. F. 
Goodbody, partners of Harris Bros. & 
Co., London, were killed on the Sussex 
while crossing to France. 

C. F. G. Ratkes. 
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First Rail Shipment of Wheat from the Pacific to the Atlantic Seaboard, Made by the Albers Bros. Milling Co., of Seattle, to Portland, Maine, for Export to the 
United Kingdom. The Shipment Contained 33,000 bus, and the Through Rate is Quoted at 63.7¢ bu. 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
decreased 19,175 bbls. The output (week 
ending March 25) was 383,865 bbls, 
against 251,290 in 1915, 347,925 in 1914 
and 324,550 in 1913. 

Two more mills are in operation this 
week than last, and the output will prob- 
ably reach 390,000 bbls. A year ago, the 
Minneapolis mills made 253,735 bbls. 

The weekly output was of the follow- 
ing per cent of the maximum capacity: 

Mar. 27 Mar. 28 


March 26 Mar. 18 1915 1914 
Minneapolis ...... 79 84 66 76 
Outside mills ..... 60 68 63 67 


Last week was a very dull one with all 
northwestern mills. “There was a further 
falling off in sales, the average bookings 
probably being the smallest on the crop. 
Some important mills did not sell one- 
quarter of their output; others possibly 
sold one-half. Buyers appeared to be 
indifferent and just holding off as to fur- 
ther buying. 

‘The sales made were usually in small 
lots and, while bakers here and there 
took a few cars, the buying was largely 
made up of car-lot and mixed-car orders 
from jobbers and family trade. ‘There is 
increasing complaint of the aggressive- 
ness of certain mills for new wusiness, 
and of their making irrational prices to 
get orders. 

On an average, the mills have a good 
many more orders on their books than at 
this date in other years. ‘Though an occa- 
sional mill reports directions uncom forta- 
bly slow, the majority have experienced 
an improvement and are getting them at 
a comparatively satisfactory rate. 

‘The week appears to be exceptionally 
bare as to foreign sales. Practically no 
sales were reported. 

Fancy clear is still hard to dispose of. 
Most mills have first and second clears 
to offer, and without an export outlet, it 
is a problem how to keep them from ac- 
cumulating. In some instances mills hav- 
ing one or more cars of first clear on 
track, have been compelled to make con- 
cessions in prices to find buyers. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $5.65 
@6 per 196 lbs in wood, 

* 


No change of importance has occurred 
during the week in millfeed. Minne- 
apolis mills are doing a very good mixed- 
car business, and this, with old contracts, 
is absorbing current production, Conse- 
quently, their asking prices are un- 
changed, 

One of the larger interior mills was 
understood to have been a free seller of 
bran early in the week on the basis of 
$17.25 ton, Minneapolis. Since then, how- 
ever, prices have reacted a little «and 
jobbers generally are asking $17.75@18, 
and city mills 50c more. 

Scattering sales to eastern brokers were 
reported daily throughout the week. 
Buyers wanted immediate shipment and, 
where they could get it from a near-by 
junction point, were willing to pay the 
equivalent of present asking prices in the 
West. It is understood that sales of bran 
were made at around $23.50 ton, Boston. 

Monday and today there was less in- 
quiry from the East. No disposition has 
been shown as yet to buy for forward 
delivery. The fact that the East has been 
buying for immediate shipment, however, 
is encouraging. It is taken as an indica- 
tion that the stocks accumulated by con- 
sumers last fall are nearly diminished, 
and strengthens the hope that there will 
be a heavy demand during the next 30 to 
60 days. In normal years, the demand 


during April and May is usually very 
good, and frequently the highest prices 
of the year were then obtained. 

City mills quote bran at $18.50@19 ton, 
in 100-Ib sacks, f.o.b, Minneapolis; stand- 
ard middlings, $19.50@20; flour mid- 
dlings, $24; red dog, $26@26.50,—latter 
in 140-lb sacks. 


MINNEAPOLIS MILLS IN OPERATION 


Of the 26 Minneapolis mills the fol- 
lowing 22 were in operation March 28: 


Atkinson Milling Co.’s mill, 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

George C. Christian & Co.'s mill. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill, 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
C and E mills. 

Phoenix Mill Co.’s mill. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., 
Lincoln and Palisade mills, 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.'s mill. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, 
and G mills, 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston’s mill, 


A, B, Anchor, 


D, E, F 


FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports of 52 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth with a_ total 
capacity of 53,575 bbls, show that in the 
week ending March 25 they made 195,475 
bbls of flour (representing 880,000 bus 
of wheat), against 171,630 in 1915. 

Fifty-two “outside” mills last week 
shipped 845 bbls of flour to foreign 
countries, against 6,680 in 1915. 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth last week aggregated 3,314,000 
bus, a total decrease trom the preceding 
week of 337,000 bus. At Minneapolis the 
decrease was 45,000 bus, and at Duluth 
292,000. 

For the week ended Saturday, March 
25, receipts of wheat were as follows in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 


Minneapolis .... 2,866 1,051 2,098 1,508 1,696 


DUIUte oeccccccs 448 688 244 442 188 
Totals .ccccece 3,314 1,769 2,342 2,250 1,784 
Duluth, bonded. 569 2 9 606 1,618 
Totals wcccces 4,173 1,771 2,361 2,886 3,302 


Minneapolis and 
in bushels (000’s 


Klevator stocks at 
Duluth on March 25, 
omitted), were: 

1916 


Minneap'lig 12,626 
Duluth ... 16,566 11,646 12,657 14,351 


1915 1914 1913 1912 
9,996 19,727 21,726 17,721 
8,040 
29,391 21,641 32,414 36,107 26,761 
1,146 2,655 6,546 


Totals .. 
Duluth, b’d’d 4,631 194 
Totals ...33,922 21,836 33,660 38,762 31,607 
CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 

Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1, 1915, to March 25, 
1916, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) ; 

1916-16 1914-15 1918-14 1912-13 


Minneapolis ..126,074 84,631 79,680 96,813 
Duluth .ocoece 90,052 63,657 64,229 74,673 
Totals ......216,126 138,088 133,909 171,486 


Duluth, bonded 8,844 1,745 3,267 6,631 


-224,970 139,833 137,176 177,071 


Totals ..... 
SPRING WHEAT MOVEMENT AND SEEDING 


Reports to the big elevator companies 
are uniformly to the effect that the 
movement of wheat in the country is 
very small. No doubt the bad condition 
of the highways contributes to this result. 
With a good deal of snow and ice on the 
ground and thawing weather, the roads 
are soft and there is neither sleighing nor 
wheeling. ‘This keeps farmers from de- 
livering wheat and other grain to country 
mills and elevators, even where they 
would be disposed to haul. 

Anyway, until after seeding, farmers 
are expected to be too busy to haul much 
wheat. 

From all quarters comes the statement 
that the farmers are convinced that prices 
of wheat are to advance and, therefore, 
they are not selling their grain, either in 
the case of that which they have stored 
in country elevators or the small quantity 
which they are delivering. 








Minneapolis receipts are keeping up 
pretty well and are expected to so con- 
tinue. There may be some ———— but 
the volume promises to remain of good 
proportions. Country elevators hold a 
good deal of wheat and this will furnish 
an effective source for Minneapolis re- 
ceipts until after seeding. 

‘the weather so far, while bright, has 
not been very warm, and therefore the 
snow and ice on the ground have gone off 
slowly. Therefore up to this time prac- 
tically no farmwork has been possible. 
When seeding will be begun is uncertain. 
It will depend upon how soon the soil is 
in condition to permit plowing to be done 
and seeding to go on where soil has al- 
ready been plowed. The only exception to 
these conditions is in eastern Montana, 
where some seeding is being done. 

While a year ago the season was con- 
sidered 10 p bea late, seeding April 13 had 
only begun at points in Minnesota and 
North and South Dakota. However, a 
great deal more plowing had been done 
in the preceding fall. « 

It is a little early yet to speculate on 
the probable wheat acreage in the North- 
west this year. Much will depend on the 
weather. If it warms up, and stays warm, 
farmers may be able to overcome the 
handicap they are facing on account of 
not having been able to do a normal 
amount of plowing last fall. 

There is an abundance of good wheat 
seed in the Northwest and, with favorable 
weather, a normal acreage may be sown. 
Some elevator men, however, are inclined 
to think the acreage will be smaller, espe- 
cially if seeding conditions continue un- 
favorable much longer. 


DEATH OF JEWETT 8. MATHEWSON 


Jewett S. Mathewson, vice-president of 
the Van Dusen Harrington Co., Minne- 


apolis, died this afternoon of spinal 
meningitis resulting from a slight infec- 
tion in the nose. Mr. Mathewson had 


been in poor health for a year or more. 
Only recently he returned from the Mayo 
Hospital at Rochester, and seemingly was 
on the road to good health. A few days 
since the new trouble took him to his bed, 
and his death soon followed, 

Born at New Berlin, N. Y., Feb. 27, 
1857, he was 59 years of age. He came 
to Minnesota in 1879, and through a resi- 
dence at Rochester became identified with 
the Van Dusen grain business, with which 
he was identified for 26 years. Charles 
M. Harrington is a brother-in-law. Aside 
from being vice-president of the Van 
Dusen Harrington Co., he held the same 
office in the Pioneer Steel and Crescent 
Elevator companies. 

Being very closely allied with the cash 
grain trade, he had dealings with a large 
number of millers and held their confi- 
dence and esteem in a peculiar degree. 
He was also most highly regarded by the 
grain trade, as well as a citizen. His 
widow and three children survive him. 
Of the latter, two sons, Clarence and J. 
R. Mathewson, are employed in the grain 
business. 


MINNEAPOLIS BAG PRICES 


Jute flour bags have declined $5.50. 
Delivered at Minneapolis, the 140-lb are 
quoted at $163.75 and the 100-lb, or bran 
bags, at $120 per M, plain. 

Cotton bags are unchanged at $80.50 
per M f.o.b, Minneapolis for 98-lb, and 
$53 for 49-lb, when printed on one side. 

Paper bags are quoted per M at $38 
for white and $36 for drab, 49-lb, and 
$25 and $24, respectively, for 241/,-lb, 
printed in 2,000 lots. 


LARGE WHEAT SHIPMENTS 


For eight weeks Minneapolis wheat 
shipments have been in bushels: 

1916 1916 

March 25 1,304,240 620,000 

March 18 1,032,130 1,639,690 


March 11 1,022,130 940,000 





March 4 1,069,940 917,600 
POD. B6 cccccccccccsces 1,163,120 890,000 
POR 19 ccccccccccvcce 797,680 1,131,480 
POW 1B sccccceveccsse 641,880 1,218,420 
POM FB cvcoveoesovses 409,500 1,372,140 

TORBIS ceicccocccvcce 7,340,620 8,729,230 


STEAMSHIP MINNEAPOLIS TORPEDOED 


The steamship Minneapolis, which was 
sunk March 22, in the Mediterranean, by 
a torpedo, was a vessel in which the 
Northwest was particularly interested. It 
was one of four steamers of 13,500 ton- 
nage built around 1900 for the Atlantic 
Transport Line, and specially designed 
for flour-carrying. Out of courtesy for 
Minneapolis millers, these vessels were 











March 29, 1916 


given names typifying this locality, and 
were known as the “Minne” boats. They 
were the Minneapolis, the Minnehaha, 
the Minnetonka and the Minnewaska. In 
recognition of the compliment paid them, 
Minneapolis millers furnished the steam- 
er Minneapolis a library. These boats 
were very popular with Minneapolis peo- 
ple and other northwestern passengers. 
It is presumed that the steamer, when 
sunk, was in the service of the allies. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 

The Strong-Scott Mfg. Co. is adding a 
story to. its building in Minneapolis. 

Harry Bresky, of Bresky Bros., Boston 
flour dealers, is in Minneapolis for a few 
days. 

C. R. Van Gorden, of Emmetsburg, 
Iowa, will represent the Northwestern 
Consolidated Milling Co, of Minne- 
apolis, in lowa. 

Owing to the scarcity and high price 
of jute, millers are willing to discount 
flour prices 5c bbl for the privilege of 
shipping in cotton sacks. 

H. P. Gallaher, vice-president of the 
Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., 
and W. L. Martin, vice-president of the 
Soo Railway, Saturday left for — 
Ga., to spend two weeks playing golf. 

A Minneapolis exporter last week had 
an opportunity to book a little ocean 
space and, having some comparatively 
cheap clear flour on track, he cabled a 
number of British connections offering 
it. Not one replied. 

J. A. Campbell, president of the J. A. 
Campbell Co., flour and grain, Seattle, 
Wash., was in Minneapolis March 23. His 
company is agent for the Russell-Miller 
Milling Co, at Seattle, and he was here 
to call at headquarters. 


CEREALS AND FEED 
Rye middlings are quoted at $19 ton, 
in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 
Jobbers’ quotations on bran show an 
advance of 50@75c ton for the week. 


Mixed feed at Boston is quoted by 
Minneapolis jobbers at $25@29 ton, in 
140-lb sacks. 

Red dog is fairly active. Eastern and 
southeastern buyers are in the market 
for quick shipment. 

Mill oats are quoted at 32@36¥,c bu, 
bulk, f.o.b. Minneapolis. Not many are 
offered and demand is only fair. 

The spread between bran and standard 
middlings has been narrowed to $1 ton. 
Two weeks ago, they were $2 apart. 

Jobbers have endeavored to contract 
for round lots of linseed oil meal at $1 
ton under the market, but crushers were 
not interested in their bids. 

Screenings are steady. Offerings are 
meager but sufficient for requirements. 
Should feeders or manufacturers en- 
deavor to pick up any quantity, it is be- 
lieved prices would advance materially. 

A Minneapolis mill this week received 
a bid of $23.25 ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. 
Philadelphia, on bran for May-June 
shipment. Since this is equivalent to $19 
ton, Minneapolis, the bid is considered an 
exceptional one. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 

No. 2 hard Montana wheat on track ut 
Minneapolis is quoted at le under to 
May price, a decline of ¥%@lc for the 
week. 

Minneapolis wheat stocks have de- 
creased 100,000 bus in three days. The 
total March 28 was about 12,425,000 bus, 
against 9,686,000 in 1915. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,727,000 bus of wheat. 
Keceipts less shipments were 1,561,000 
bus, against 461,000 in 1915. 

Based on the close today (March 28), 
the average price paid to farmers at in- 
terior stations in the Northwest for No. 
1 northern wheat was $1.04, for No. 2 
northern $1, and for no-grade 75c. 

For the week ending March 25, Minne- 
apolis received 2,749 cars of wheat. Of 
these, 2,154 were of spring, of which 
about 75 per cent graded No. 2 northern, 
or better. Less than 4 per cent of the 
total receipts were no-grade and rejected. 

A few cars of southwestern wheat con- 
tinue to arrive at Minneapolis daily. 
They are mostly shipments delayed in 
transit or represent sales made some time 
ago. On arriving and being offered for 

(Continued on page 867.) 
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Demand for flour continues very quiet. 
Without much change in wheat prices, 
buyers nevertheless continued to look 
upon the situation as holding out hope 
for yet lower values and stayed out of 
the market save for such flour as they 
were compelled to take. 

This applied to trade in all sections, 
but local and southwestern demand was 
apparently rather more active than else- 
where. Central states and eastern buy- 
ers are keeping in close touch with prices, 
but go no further than that. Occasionally 
a fair-sized lot is put through to the 
Kast, but millers are merely taking the 
business at close prices in order to run 
their mills. 

Profit margins on flour are narrower 
than at any time on this or the previous 
crop year. ‘This is largely due to pres- 
sure to sell, but in the interior the situa- 
tion is emphasized by the circumstance 
that wheat commands prices substantially 
higher than Kansas City market basis. 
In certain sections, wheat is selling at 6@ 
se higher than shipping basis to Kansas 
City, and mills compelled to pay these 
prices must, of course, work on narrow 
milling margins on all trade save local 
southwestern business, 

Flour prices are, on the whole, about 
steady, but there is a weakening tendency. 


\ctual quotations are, however, not 
changed from a week ago. 
* * 


Millfeed is in very good demand, with 
insufficient offerings of bran and rather 
light offerings of heavier feeds. Prices, 
nevertheless, are not changed, although 
strong at quotations named today. 

6 * * 

Country movement of wheat is light, 
but with less milling demand prices were 
steady on the week in spite of the weak- 
ness in futures. 

KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 

The output of Kansas City mills, rep- 
resenting a weekly capacity of 71,100 
bbls, with comparisons, as reported to 
The Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Pct. of 
output § activity 
LaSt WOR oocccecsecceseces 57,900 81 
Week previous ....66-eee05 56,800 80 
YORE GHO soetesscriscccess 37,160 62 
TWO Y@@rB AGO ..seseeeeeee 36,950 70 


THE WEATHER AND THE WHEAT 


Very high winds over all of the South- 
west were unfavorable for wheat the 
early portion of last week. The winds 
served further to dry out the surface soil, 
which was already illy supplied with 
moisture. The wheat plant, however, is 
generally well rooted, and there was no 
complaint of wheat being blown out of 
the ground, such as usually follows a 
period of high spring winds. 

Later in the week, conditions became 
more satisfactory, with seasonable tem- 
peratures and showers over certain areas. 
Friday night and Saturday fairly heavy 
rains fell over all of eastern and much of 
central and southern Kansas. These 
were of great benefit to the wheat. 

Generally, reports from all parts of 
the Southwest are quite encouraging. The 
insect damage is an unknown factor, but 
there is no present reason, so far as Kan- 
sas is concerned, to look for more serious 
Hessian fly damage than in other years. 


HOLLAND PURCHASES SCATTERED 


Several southwestern milling concerns 
received acceptances on small lots of 
flour from the Dutch government last 
week. Most acceptances reported were 
on lots of 2,000 to 5,000 bags, and the 


price paid was around $6, New York, per 
100 kilos, for straights. A little clear 
flour was also taken. 

An unusual circumstance was that some 
mills were invited to name new prices, 
and others were cabled counter offers for 
acceptance. Heretofore, mill bids have 
either been accepted or rejected without 


further cable correspondence. 
SOUTHWESTERN LEAGUE MEETING 


At the annual meeting of the South- 
western Millers’ League, to be held in 
Kansas City tomorrow and Neh ragee ee i 
the following subjects have been sched- 
uled for discussion: brokerage contracts, 
time limitation on flour sales, proper 
packages for flour, delay in payment of 
arrival drafts at eastern markets, and 
forms of sales contracts. An amended 
form of sales contract is to be submitted 
for discussion and adoption, a feature of 
which is a clause making the contract not 
subject to assignment. 


WICHITA ELEVATOR PLANS 


Three distinct and separate plans are 
under consideration for the building of a 
terminal elevator of 750,000 to 1,000,000 
bus capacity at Wichita. One of these is 
under consideration in connection with 
the Kansas Flour Mills Co., which is con- 
sidering tentative proposals for building 
a 1,000,000-bu house in co-operation with 
Wichita grain and business interests. 

Another plan contemplates that a num- 
ber of milters and others may become 
interested in the building of a terminal 
house. The third proposal is said to have 
been by an important Kansas milling con- 
cern, not located at Wichita. This com- 
pany would put up an elevator if granted 
certain concessions in the way of a suit- 
able site. 

HUTCHINSON MILL STORY PERSISTENT 

It was definitely stated last week that 
the Ball Mfg. Co. had selected a site at 
Hutchinson, Kansas, and would proceed 
with plans for building a flour mill there. 
For several weeks a report to the effect 
that the concern would build a grain- 
handling house and a mill at that point 
has been in circulation. 

The Ball company is a co-operative 
store enterprise which has made remark- 
able progress in the Southwest in the past 
two years. It is conducted by Dr. S. E. 
Ball, of Kansas City, and already oper- 
ates scores of stores both in cities and in 
small country towns. It is organized 
somewhat along the lines of the Scotch 
co-operative societies. 

The company will hold a convention of 
members at Hutchinson next month, at 
which time it is understood a of 
the flour mill plan will be asked. 

SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 

The output of 57 mills in Nebraska, 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 
of Kansas City, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 

Flour Percent- 


Weekly output age ac- 
capacity for week tivity 
Last week ...... 267,060 175,620 65 
Week previous... 272,220 188,668 69 
Year ago .......+- 255,330 113,913 56 


Two years ago... 214,060 153,698 48 

Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 4,314 bbls last week, 9,945 the week 
previous, 8,567 a year ago, and 9,120 two 
years ago. 

Out of 57 mills reporting, 3 reported 
domestic business good, 10 fair and 38 
slow and quiet. 

Export business was very small, save 
for a number of small acceptances on 
offers made to the Netherlands govern- 
ment. 

NOTES 

Charles W. Lonsdale, president of the 
Lonsdale Grain Co., with his family, is 
taking a 10-day vacation at Excelsior 
Springs. 

N. J. Simonds, of the Simonds-Shields 
Grain Co., Kansas City, is taking a vaca- 


tion in California. E. W. Shields, of the 
samé concern, is also on a vacation, which 
he is spending in the East. 

a. J. Bulte, vice-president Lara- 
bee Flour Mills Co., Hutchinson, Kansas, 
was here last week and left for brief 
visits at Chicago, St. Louis and at the 
company’s soft wheat mill at Clinton, Mo. 

A press dispatch from Superior, Neb., 
states that the 350-bbl mill of the Su- 
perior Milling Co. and the mill and ele- 
vator of the Superior Corn Products Co., 
burned March 23, with a loss estimated at 
$100,000. 

Charles A. Greenlee, of the Wm. Kelly 
Milling Co., Hutchinson, who was here 
briefly last week, says that trade is ex- 
ceedingly quiet. His company has fair 
orders on its books, but complains of 
difficulty in getting instructions. 

John W. Cain, sales-manager of the 
Wellington (Kansas) Milling & Elevator 
Co., spent a day here last week. Mr. 
Cain says his company has plenty of flour 
booked but, with new sales light and ship- 
ping directions hard to get, the present 
situation is very quiet. 

C. M. Hardenbergh, manager South- 
western Milling Co., Inc., returned earl 
in the week from a visit to the company’s 
trade in the East but was almost imme- 
diately called away again in connection 
with arrangements to handle the com- 
pany’s Chicago office made necessary by 
the recent death of C. J. Probeck. Mr. 
Hardenbergh is now in New York. 

Theodore F. Ismert, president of the 
Ismert-Hincke Milling Co., returned last 
week from the South and the West In- 
dies. He was accompanied by Mrs. Ismert. 
Mr. Ismert says he never saw such an 
atmosphere of prosperity as is now evi- 
dent in Cuba, due largely to the high 
price of sugar. The British tobacco im- 
port prohibition is an adverse factor just 
now, but its effect will be minimized be- 
cause of the short tobacco crop. 

William J. Wilson, of Shane Bros. & 
Wilson Co., Philadelphia, spent a day in 
Kansas City last week on his way home 
from a vacation on the Pacific Coast. He 
was joined here by Frederick O. Shane, 
who had previously spent several days 
visiting millers in this territory. Both 
Mr. Shane and Mr. Wilson say that their 
purchases of hard winter wheat flours 
this year have been very large, and that 
the flour has proved most satisfactory. 


WICHITA 

Early last week, conditions seemed to 
promise a better situation in flour, and 
mills were reporting more _ inquiries, 
which in many instances were resulting in 
sales; but toward the latter part of the 
week, when the wheat market showed a 
downward tendency, prospective buyers 
broke off negotiations, and business is 
now reported very quiet. 

Buyers seem to be giving close atten- 
tion to the wheat market and buying flour 
when it remains steady for a day or two, 
so it is possible that when the market 
reaches a permanent bottom, business will 
be forthcoming in sufficient volume to 
place the mills back on normal operations. 
Few millers have any faith in the market 
until after prices break below $1 for May 
wheat and, as a consequence, are not at- 
tempting to force sales, preferring to 
hold prices firm, get shipping instructions 
on old contracts and await a revival of 
interest. 

It cannot be said, however, that busi- 
ness is at a standstill, as considerable 
flour is being sold on the dips in the mar- 
ket, and much of this is for immediate 
shipment. A few sales have been made 
for export, but this business represents 
small lots and orders are widely stat- 
tered. Unless business improves shortly, 
mills in this territory will find it neces- 
sary to reduce operating schedules con- 
siderably. 

Southwestern demand continues strong, 
especially within the. state. Prices are 
held around $5.60 bbl, basis 48’s, cotton, 
delivered 15¢ rate points. 

Millfeed demand showed considerable 
improvement, and mills report a better 
request from all sections than during 
several previous weeks. Bran is being 
taken freely around 90c, Kansas City, 
while shorts are readily absorbed at $1.20 
@1,35. 

* « 

At some country stations fair deliveries 
of wheat were reported during the early 
part of the week, but with a further re- 
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cession in prices toward the close, farm- 
ers ceased hauling. Country elevators 
are generally full of wheat, ‘But there is 
a noticeable improvement in the dealers’ 
desire to sell, and receipts at market cen- 
ters would be somewhat heavier if they 
were able to move the grain. 

Reports were received from country 
dealers that they had placed orders for 
cars more than a week ago, and no cars 
had been set at their elevators for load- 
ing. Receipts would show a considerable 
increase if cars could be secured. 

Although both Texas and northwestern 
mills are taking a few cars of wheat each 
day, there is a noticeable accumulation at 
Wichita, and each day finds the number 
of cars carried over greatly increased. 
Practically every mill in Pronk and 
Oklahoma is out of the market at the 
present time, so far as buying for their 
milling requirements is concerned. 

Exporters are doing little or nothing, 
having reduced their basis to the May op- 
tion price, which is generally considered 
too low by dealers. Receipts here last 
week were 133 cars, against 90 a year 
ago. 

7 7 

Scattering showers fell over various 
sections of southern Kansas on Friday, 
which will prove very beneficial to the 
growing crop. The high, hot winds on 
Monday, ‘Tuesday and Wednesday of last 
week dried out the surface of the ground, 
and some alarming reports were received, 
though there is ample moisture in the 
subsoil to carry the wheat along for some 
time. 

The crop throughout Kansas shows a 
growth more nearly even than that of last 
year or the year before, and is hetter 
rooted. In fact, investigations made this 
week develop the fact that the wheat root 
is two to three inches long, though the 
plant is hardly out of the ground. With 
this condition existing, there will be less 
danger of the wheat blowing out and 
drouth need not be feared. 

There are scattering fields over the state 
that look as though they are diseased, 
but they are few in number and are gen- 
erally on land where volunteer wheat has 
been allowed to grow. While there are 
some localities where flies are working, 
some green bugs and possibly a little 
winter-killed wheat, the condition of the 
growing wheat crop, taken as a whole, is 


good. 
* 


J. A. Commons, former manager 
Thomas (Okla.) Milling Co., has been en- 
gaged by the Kansas Flour Mills Co, 


OKLAHOMA 


Continued dullness in flour orders 
reached a point last week where most of 
the mills were on half-time or less. It is 
apparent the condition cannot long pre- 
vail, as stocks are getting very low in 
some quarters, and a good business is ex- 
pected in April. 

Prices are about as last week, with per- 
haps some weakness in quotations made, 
and a tendency to accept buyer’s counter 
offers which would have been turned 
down the previous week. In this way 
some good Central American and Cuban 
business has been secured. Feed is steady 
and higher, and the demand much greater 
than the supply. 

* 

With the entire West getting rain, it 
was expected southern Kansas, Oklahoma 
and Texas would get good rains, but 
there was but 1-10 inch, and only in a 
part of the state. On Friday, low barom- 
eter gave warning of a storm, but it 
moved eastward without giving the rain 
where it was needed. ‘The bulk of south- 
western Kansas, all of the panhandle of 
Oklahoma and of Texas, and all of Okla- 
homa are very dry, but with the outlook 
for rain more favorable than for some 
time. 

The condition of the wheat is surpris- 
ingly good, considering that over 50 days 
have passed without rain. While it is 
known that a large crop cannot be grown, 
it is thought Oklahoma may yet. produce 
a 10-year average crop. No fly has de- 
veloped, and no bugs. One of the most 
serious -handicaps to growth of late has 
been the very high winds, and sand- 
storms. 

Farm deliveries of wheat continue al- 
most nothing, and elevator stocks are 
steadily growing smaller. The average 
price to the farmer is 90c, basis No. 2; 
export scale for lower grades. 
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The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending March 25 was esti- 
mated at 23,250 bbls, or 89 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 23,000, or 88 per 
cent, a week ago, 20,500, or 70 per cent, 
in 1915, and 18,250, or 61 per cent, in 
1914. 

The flour trade of Chicago and vicinity 
is somewhat unsatisfactory, and values 
irregular. Buyers who have flour coming 
to them are in a quandary as to whether 
or not their purchases were made at a low 
level, owing to the downward trend of 
wheat. 

This condition and the price of mill- 
feed weré the main factors last week, be- 
sides which some 6f the wire offers from 
mills in the spring wheat states indicated 
a desire to obtain bookings based on de- 
livery according to the shipper’s wishes. 
Some named values, and also requested 
offers. 

Millers in all sections outside of the 
soft wheat states are quoting clear at a 
low price, and for round lots will de- 
liver at once, if sales can be made. This 
accumulation of clears is attributed to 
the inability of millers to sell them to 
foreign countries. Many Chicago bakers 
are booking clears, feeling that they can- 
not go wrong in their purchases. The low- 
est offers are from Kansas, $4@4.20, 
jute. Mills in the spring wheat states 
want 10@15c more. 

Buyers who have been friendly to flour 
from hard wheat states are slow to enter 
into contracts that will carry delivery into 
the warm months. Many mills in the 
Southwest had refused to allow Chicago 
inspection, yet now those that were most 
exacting are willing to abide by the Chi- 
cago inspector’s opinion. Some of the 
larger bakers are making their purchases 
subject to a guaranty that the flour will 
be satisfactory. 

More Pacific Coast millers indicate a 
desire to sell their flour in Chicago than 
for a long time. They offer mainly 
through direct representation. At the 
close of the week, one Oregon mill was 
quoting $4.50, bulk, on a round lot of 
standard patent. By comparison with 
flour made by the mills in this territory, 
the quotation is 75@90c less for equal 
grades. 

BLOOMINGTON MILL SOLD 


The 300-bbl mill formerly owned by 
the Hungarian Roller Mill Co., Bloom- 
ington, IIll., has been sold to H. J. Grove, 
of Omaha, Neb., at a reported price of 
$40,000. The mill, for some time idle, 
had been owned by the McLain County 
Bank, of Bloomington. It is said that 
Mr. Grove will organize a company, with 
capital stock of $100,000, to manufacture 
feedingstuffs. The mill made a fortune 
for its original owner, George H. Cox. 


CRACKER FLOUR BUYER 


The executive committee ot the Biscuit 
& Cracker Manufacturers’ Association 
will meet in Chicago this week to select a 
flour buyer to succeed the late Harry 
Fox. It is possible that Arthur G. Fox, 
who was associated with his father for 
some time, may be named. Harry Fox 
handled flour other than that purchased 
for the association, and his son may con- 
tinue his father’s business under the name 
of Harry Fox & Son. 


FOREIGNERS BUYING AHEAD 


Foreigners are liberal buyers of wheat 
futures to cover shorts on the weak spots. 
Every morning for the past two weeks 
they have had buying orders here. Ex- 
porters also report liberal cancellations 
of cash wheat sold abroad, particularly of 


Manitobas. At the same time, Baltimore 
was in the market all last week, taking 
over 550,000 bus No. 1 northern spring at 
17¢ over Chicago May, track, Baltimore, 
for prompt shipment. The J. Rosen- 
baum Grain Co. was the largest seller. 
There were also sales of 140,000 bus hard 
western winters to the seaboard at slight- 
ly reduced prices. 


MARFET 18 UNSETTLED 


Liquidation in corn had a depressing 
effect on wheat futures in the latter days 
of the week. Speculative trading in 
wheat has fallen off materially, although 
it is larger than the average at this sea- 
son. Fluctuations during the week cov- 
ered a range of about 4c. There was 
active closing of spreads between Chicago 
and the Northwest. 

Bullish crop reports from the Central 
West, particularly the soft winter wheat 
districts, failed to bring in a large run 
of buying orders from the country. This, 
combined with the general belief of the 
local speculative traders that it is too 
early to begin a big bull movement on the 
crop scare reports, made a nervous, un- 
settled market. 

NOTES 


Trading in indemnities has assumed 
larger proportions. There are several 
operators who sell indemnities on 1,000,- 
000 bus every day. 


The Litchfield (Ill.) Flour Mills Co. re- 
cently “gt: an office in Chicago, at 1036 
National Life Building, with H. J. 
Grimm as local manager. 


The American Feed Manufacturers’ 
Association, of which G. A. Chapman, of 
Chicago, is president, will hold its next 
convention in Peoria, Ill, June 1-3. 


The New Century Co., wholesale flour 
merchants, Chicago, was awarded the 
contract, Thursday, for supplying the 
city of Chicago with 1,500 bbls of spring 
wheat patent flour, at $4.68, jute. 

A. O. Slaughter, Jr., head of A. O. 
Slaughter & Co., one of the largest stock 
and grain houses in the trade, died sud- 
denly, Thursday, after a few days’ ill- 
ness of pneumonia. He was.45 years old. 


ey Husband, of the Federation, 
will attend the meeting of the New York 
State Millers’ Association at Buffalo to- 
morrow evening. He will also meet with 
the St. Louis Millers’ Club on Thursday 
evening. 

The Arcady Farms Milling Co. of 
Roundout, a suburb of Chicago, has in- 
creased its capital stock from $50,000 to 
$150,000. This company recently equipped 
a mill in Chicago for the manufacture of 
feedstuffs. 


Ralph Denio, manager J. W. Denio 
Milling Co., Sheridan, Wyo., was in Chi- 
cago last week. He said the flour trade 
was slow, that it was impossible to do any 
business for export via the Pacific Coast, 
and the only outlet is through the Atlan- 
tic and the Gulf. 


The wheat situation, as summarized by 
traders, is that it is too early to get real 
bullish on crop damage reports, and there 
is too much wheat in the country for a 
bull market under existing supply con- 
ditions. On every bulge, peace rumors 
create uneasiness among the bulls. 


George B. Flack, representing the 
Sperry Flour Co., San Francisco, Cal., 
and with mills in Tacoma, Wash., was in 
Chicago last week on his way east. His 
company has arranged for representation 
in this market, it being the first time that 
its products will be sold in this territory. 


Among visitors in Chicago during the 
week were: Robert M. French, of the 
French-Pancoast Laboratories, Inc., New 
York; Leon A. Kolvoord, Allegan ( Mich.) 
Milling Co; F. H. Kiddle, vice-president 
Pioneer Flouring Mill Co., Island City, 


Oregon; E. R. McDonald, ge man- 
ager Sudbury (Ont.) Flour Mills, Ltd. 

Bears on wheat lay stress on stocks in 
the Northwest. Taking the government 
figures of March 1 on country, elevator 
and milling stocks in Minnesota and the 
Dakotas, outside of the terminals, com- 
bined with farm reserves and Minne- 
apolis and Duluth stocks, there were 146,- 
665,000 bus, or 75,600,000 more than a 
year ago. 

An amendment of section 10 of rule 4 
has been ordered posted for ballot by the 
Board of Trade directors. It reads as 
follows: “Nor shall any member, firm or 
corporation, accept or clear trades, or ac- 
cept orders to be executed for or on be- 
half of the employee of a member, firm 
or corporation, unless the written consent 
of the employer be first obtained.” 

Vessel interests in Chicago predict a 
late opening of lake navigation, owing 
to the ice in the straits being the thickest 
in 10 years. There is little tonnage offered 
here, and a cargo of corn is on the mar- 
ket at 3c to Buffalo. Vesselmen predict 
that boats will be scarce and rates high 
all season, owing to the active call for ore 
shipments, which are paying the highest 
rate in years, and have chartered the bulk 
of the tonnage on the lakes. 


C. M. Hardenbergh, manager South- 
western Milling Co., Kansas City, has not 
decided upon a local representative to 
succeed the late Charles J. Probeck. Mr. 
Hardenbergh was in Chicago a short time 
early last week on his way to New 
York i and upon his return will prob- 
ably make his choice from those who 
have applied for the position. The proba- 
bilities are that a city man will be named, 
and one for outside territory. 

Board of Trade directors have ordered 
an amendment to the rules prepared, 
which will place all trades for future de- 
livery made in the pit on a brokerage 
basis. It proposes to do away with mem- 
bers working for commission houses on a 
salary. ‘The proposition was tried in 
1906, but was not satisfactory to the poor 
traders, who were unable to get much 
business, while the good ones were over- 
whelmed with orders when the trade was 
heavy. 





WISCONSIN 

Mitwavukee, Wis., March 27.—The flour 
production of the Milwaukee mills, with a 
capacity of 22,800 bbls, was 10,000, repre- 
senting 41 per cent of capacity. The 
previous week, mills with the same ca- 
pacity turned out 14,300, or 58 per cent; 
a year ago, mills with a capacity of 22,800 
turned out 7,000, or 30 per cent. 

Flour prices were advanced 5c last 
week. Choice city brands of hard spring 
wheat patent were quoted at $6.20@6.45, 
with straight offered at $5.70@5.90, both 
in wood. Millers reported trade light. 
Buyers are not in need of flour for im- 
mediate use. : 

Millers look for an improvement in de- 
mand as soon as the railroads are able to 
guarantee quicker delivery. Most of the 
mills have plenty of loading orders on 
hand but on account of embargoes are 
unable to make shipments. During the 
latter days of the week there was a some- 
what better inquiry from the East, and 
indications point to a decided improve- 
ment soon. 

Demand for fancy clears was better, 
and prices held firm at $4.95@5 in jute. 
Lower grades were slow. Local trade 
not buying very much. 

There was a fair demand for rye flour 
at unchanged prices. Millers are holding 
pure at $5.50, wood, and standard city 
blended brands at $5.20@5.30, with coun- 
try blends offered at $5 for dark and 
$5.15 for white, in jute. 

Kansas straights were slow, most of the 
trade being supplied. Offerings were 
moderate from the Southwest, but job- 
bers and large bakeries are not in need 
of flour at present. Prices were quoted 
at $5.35@5.45, cotton. 

There was a light demand for corn 
meal, both yellow and white, quotations 
being $1.90 in 100-lb sacks for both. Mill- 
ers say that they are only grinding to 
supply local demand. Prices are out of 
line with Canadian markets, so no busi- 
ness is looked for at present. 

There was just a moderate local de- 
mand for buckwheat flour at $7.20 per 
100 lbs in cotton. Mills expect to grind 
what they have on hand, but will not buy 
any more seed this season. 
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Grits are slow at $1.88 per 100 Ibs. 
Distilling demand is light. 
* * 


The millfeed market was firmer, bran 
advancing 50c ton, and middlings and red 
dog 25@50c. There was an improvement 
in the demand from all sections 
the East. Shippers were able to dispose 
of a moderate amount at eastern ‘ junc- 
tion points, but prices were not satisfac- 
tory. All report liberal stocks at hold- 
ing points. state trade improved, 
and country dealers bought freely both 
in straight and mixed cars with flour. 
Shippers look for good demand from the 
Wisconsin trade the next two months. 

a 

Choice milling wheat in brisk demand; 
offerings, however, are light. Millers have 
moderate stocks on hand. Low-grade, 
thin and smutty samples were picked up 
by shippers for chicken feed. Top price 
paid for No. 1 northern, $1.17. 

NOTES 

Car receipts of grain for the week: 
wheat, 60; corn, 175; oats, 245; barley, 
341; rye, 26; flaxseed, 2 

Grain in store at Milwaukee last week: 
wheat, 30,811 bus; corn, 857,508; oats, 
665,343; barley, 122,477; rye, 60,941. 

The freight bureau of the Milwaukee 
Chamber of Commerce has filed with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission an in- 
tervening petition on behalf of the 
Grand Trunk Railway Co., which has ap- 
plied for a reopening and rehearing of 
its lake line case under the Panama Canal 
act, in an effort to secure such modifica- 
tion of the former order of the commis- 
sion as will enable the Canada Atlantic 
Transit Co. to continue in operation as 
heretofore. 

H. N. Wirson. 





Low Flour Blessing to Bakers 

Samuel F. McDonald, president Mem- 
phis (Tenn.) Bread Co: 

I believe buyers are becoming very 
much impressed with the immense stocks 
of wheat in this and other countries, and 
are not anticipating very much of a 
higher price than rules now. They have 
probably covered their flour requirements 
over the May period, during which time 
there may be come congestion in Chicago. 
As compared with the prices they have 
been paying, bakers are no doubt very 
much impressed with present values be- 
ing very reasonable. When they compare 
the cost of flour with the high prices of 
sugar, shortening and other commodities, 
it would seem that it were a blessing that 
flour is as reasonable as it is. 

* 

W. J. Gilbert, L. L. Gilbert Baking 
Corporation, New Haven, Conn: 

We believe most of the larger bakers 
have bought flour to meet their require- 
ments for the rest of present crop year. 
Every one seems to be bearish, and wheat 
has lost most of its friends, excepting the 
farmer, who is able to hold on to his 
wheat. This he will do at least until the 
winter wheat acreage is determined, and 
also the actual damage done by winter- 
killing and other causes. When these re- 
ports are all in, the farmer may conclude 
that wheat is still a good article to re- 
tain. Taking into consideration the great 
quantity of the world’s wheat available 
to date, it hardly seems possible for 
much higher prices. 





Big Steamship Earnings 

It is represented that the earnings of 
International Mercantile Marine Co. for 
the year ended Dec. 31 were, in round 
numbers, $43,000,000. This is the figure 
subject to British war tax of 50 per cent 
barring certain deductions. There is thus 
left for corporate purposes, as a result of 
1915 operations, a surplus of approxi- 
mately $26,000,000, which is equivalent to 
50 per cent on outstanding $51,730,000 of 
preferred stock. 

Regarded in another light, Mercantile 
Marine last year earned sufficient to wipe 
out 62.5 per cent of its preferred divi- 
dend arrearage which on April 1 next 
amounts to 80 per cent. Current earnings 
are running somewhat in excess of $4,- 
500,000 net per month. 


Fairbanks, Morse & Co., manufactur- 
ers of scales, have about concluded ar- 
rangements to buy out the E. & T. Fair- 
banks Co. Fairbanks, Morse & Co. are 
to increase their capital stock from 
$1,000,000 to $4,000,000. 
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Conditions in the domestic flour trade 
showed no improvement last week. Buy- 
ers continued their hand-to-mouth policy. 
No round lots were booked, the larger 
buyers, both jobbers and bakers, remain- 
ing out of the market. Flour values have 
changed little from previous week. The 
East bought almost nothing, and reports 
from the South claim that buyers are 
waiting for lower prices. 

Cables received from abroad are few 
in number, and bids usually at variance 
with millers’ ideas of values. No busi- 
ness was done to the Continent, and fewer 
bids were received from Latin America 
and the West Indies. 

In the local flour market, inquiry was 
confined to filling actual needs. Buyers 
taking flour in a small way wanted imme- 
diate shipment. Mills are grinding only 
what they have orders for, and the pro- 
duction last week was lighter than pre- 
vious week. Stocks on hand are light, 
and the general opinion is that when 
buying once starts it will be general. 

Quotations, Saturday: Hard winter 
wheat fancy patent, $5.20@5.35; straight, 
$4.85@5.10; first clear, $4.15@4.35; low- 
grade to second clear, $3.10@4,—jute. 
Soft winter wheat fancy patent, $5.15@ 
5.40; second patent, $4.80@4.95; extra 
fancy, $4.50@4.70; low-grade to second 
clear, $3.25@4.40,—jute or cotton. Spring 
wheat patent, $5.15@5.35; first clear, 
$4.40@4.75,—jute. Minnesota pure rye, 
$5.10@5.30; dark, $4.85@5,—jute. 

Millfeed dull. Offerings were not free, 
due to many mills only running half-time. 
Demand was quiet and prices were held 
fairly firm. 

THE GROWING CROP 

Crop reports received on growing wheat 
in Missouri and southern Illinois were 
contradictory. Several localities say that 
the plant is looking better, while others 
report considerable damage. A better 
estimate, however, can be made under 
favorable growing weather for the next 
30 days. The past week we had a fair 
rainfall. 

Following is the gist of reports re- 
ceived: No change. ..Making no progress; 
freezing nights and po aga days; no 
growing weather as yet...Considerable 
damage reports from bottoms; some be- 
ing plowed up for oats, and more will be 
later for corn...Better; rains predicted 
which will help... Doing nicely, looks well 
...-Damaged at least 25 per cent... Pros- 
pects now 65 per cent; in 30 days, with 
favorable weather, might be 80 per cent, 
and with unfavorable weather may de- 
cline to 50 per cent; the next 30 days will 
make developments...Shows  consider- 
able damage, but it is still too early to 
form any opinion as to the per cent of 
acreage... Normal. 

Mills included in the above reports are: 

Blake Milling Co., Edwardsville, Ill, 

H. C, Cole Milling Co., Chester, IIl. 

Columbia (Ill.) Star Milling Co. 

Koenigsmark Mill Co., Waterloo, Ill. 

Lexington (Ky.) Roller Mills Co. 

Majestic Milling Co., Aurora, Mo, 

Pfeffer Milling Co., Lebanon, I). 


Ph. H. Postel Milling Co., Mascoutah, IIl. 
Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O’Fallon, Ill. 


FLOUR OUTPUT 
The flour output of the St. Louis mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 40,800 bbls, 
for the week ending March 25 was 32,600, 
representing 80 per cent of capacity, 
compared with 29,000, or 71 per cent, the 
previous week, 15,200, or 37 per cent, a 
year ago, and 29,200, or 71 per cent, in 
1914. 
Outside mills, with a weekly capacity 
of 60,300 bbls, the product of which is 
sold from St. Louis, made 40,500, repre- 
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senting 67 per cent, compared with 40,- 
500, or 66 per cent, the previous week, 
38,400, or 64 per cent, a year ago, and 
32,100, or 53 per cent, in 1914. 


NOTES 


Robert M. French, president French- 
Pancoast Laboratories, Inc., New York 
City, was here last week calling on the 
millers. He is taking a business trip 
through several states. 

C. H. Corbett, representative of the St. 
Louis Bag & Burlap Co., has returned 
from a business trip in the East. He 
stated that he found business fair, and 
that the demand for cotton sacks was in- 
creasing. 

George Pierce, of Elkhorn, Wis., came 
to St. Louis to attend the funeral of 
Adolph Boettler, late president of the 
American Bakery Co. Mr. Pierce was 
for many years connected with John B. 
A. Kern & Sons, Milwaukee, Wis. 

In a vote by members of the Merchants’ 
Exchange on the appropriation of funds 
toward the crop improvement works of 
the Council of Grain Exchanges, out of a 
total of 272, 203 voted for and 69 against 
appropriating $1,500 for this work. 

B. Howard Smith, president of the 
Consumers’ Bread Co., Kansas City, was 
in St. Louis last week. He said that his 
firm now is taking delivery of flour in 
cotton sacks, so as to avoid the extra 
price charged by millers for jute pack- 
ages. 

David H. Wiegmann, sales-manager of 
the Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O’Fal- 
lon, Ill, has returned from a_ business 
trip through the South and Southeast. 
He stated that the outlook for business 
was most encouraging throughout that 
section, but that the jobbing trade was 
very conservative in buying. 

A farewell reception was given the new 
United States ambassador to Russia, 
David R. Francis, in the Merchants’ Ex- 
change, March 25, from 12 to 2 p.m. 
Most of the leading St. Louis societies 
attended. A number of ladies partici- 
pated, and the Exchange was beautifully 
decorated for the occasion. The music 
was rendered bythe St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra. Mr. Francis spoke most 
feelingly of his connection with the Ex- 
change. 

Officers of the American Bakery Co. 
elected today (March 27), were: A. F. 
Welle, president; J. B. Heydt and Fred 
S. Freund, vice-presidents; Fred S. 
Freund, treasurer; George D. Ruhe, sec- 
retary. Directors named in addition to 
officers, were J. H. Hoerr, Christ Hauck, 
F. H. Hohengarten, S. B. Jefferies, Al- 
bert A. Boettler, H. W. Ruhe, Walter 
Freund, R. L. Heydt. The executive 
committee consists of A. F. Welle, J. B. 
Heydt, F. S. Freund, S. B. Jefferies, J. 
H. Hoerr. 





LOUISIANA 


New Orteans, La., March 27.—No im- 
provement was noted in the demand for 
flour last week, and sales were largely 
confined to cover immediate wants and 
for established brands. Bakers still have 
considerable flour due them on old orders, 
and until they are well cleaned up it 
looks as if the trade will only cover their 
wants for 30 to 60 days. 

Very little change was noted in quota- 
tions from Kansas and Oklahoma mills. 
Patents were held at $5.25@5.35 for best 
stencils, with a few mills quoting $5.15@ 
5.25, 98-lb cotton sacks, for April-May 
shipment. Demand was quiet, with a fair 
amount of small orders for near-by ship- 
ment. Ninety-five per cent straights were 
quoted at $5.10@5.15, 98-lb cotton sacks, 
and clears at $4.65@4.75, April-May 
shipment. Clears were in better supply, 
but demand light. 

Spring wheat flour declined 5@10c bbl. 


Buyers’ views were bearish. Where sales 
were made, prices $5.50@5.60 bbl 
mill values in 


for its, 
aes teal oe 10@l5e above this. 
Stocks of Be gm. wheat flours are low. 

ers patents on the close 
lh $5.55@5.65, with straights 5@10c bbl 


Soft wheat flours were in better de- 
mand. Mill quotations showed little or 
no change. Buying was chiefly confined 
to the lower grades, although there was a 
fair demand for patents at $5.60@5.75, 
98-lb cotton sacks, April-May shipment. 
Straights were quoted at $5.30@5.40, and 
extra fancy at $5.20@5.25, 98-lb cotton 
sacks. 


Spot quotations were unsettled. Sev- 
eral cars of distressed flour were dumped 
on the market at 10@15c bbl under mill 
values for the same stencils. Stocks of 
flour in warehouses and railroad depots 
appear under normal, with arrivals light. 

Prices, 98-lb cotton or 140-lb jute bags: 
Hard spring wheat patents, $5.80@5.90; 
bakers patents, $5.65@5.80; straights, 
$5.60@5.70. Hard winter wheat patents, 
$5.35@5.45; straights, $5.15@5.30; clears, 
$4.85@4.90. Soft winter wheat patents, 
$5.70@5.85; straights, $5.50. v.65; extra 
fancy, $5.45@5.50. 

Millfeed quotations remain practically 
unchanged. Missouri and Illinois offered 
soft winter wheat bran at $1.05@1.06 in 
100-lb cotton bags. Kansas quoted at 
$1.06@1.07 for hard wheat bran. Sales 
were impossible, as jobbers were well 
stocked with bran and shorts at 5@6c 
above present market values. 

Corn products were in light demand, 
with sales confined to near-by shipment. 
Mills asked $3.30@3.35 bbl for cream 
meal, $3.20@3.25 for standard meal, $3.35 
@3.40 for grits, and $3.40@3.50 for corn 
flour, per 196 lbs, 98-lb cotton sacks. 

Corn was in good demand for Euro- 
pean export. Sales were made at 1@2c 
bu under the May option for No. 2 mixed 
corn from Oklahoma, April loading. No. 
4 yellow was offered at 78@78¥%,c from 
Illinois points, immediate shipment. Sales 
were restricted, as it was impossible to 
secure freight room to Cuban ports. 

Oat quotations declined 14,@2c bu. 
Demand fair. Prices of No. 2 sulphur- 
ized were 4914,@50c bu, sacked. No. 2 
white, 49@4914c; No. 3 mixed, 48@48',c. 

Wheat was in fair demand but, owing 
to the lack of tonnage offered, sales were 
restricted. Brokers asked 3@3¥Y,c bu 
over the May option for No. 2 hard, 
April loading. 

Exports of grain and grain products: 
Porto Rico, 9,113 sacks flour, 36,973 
pockets. rice, 600 sacks oats; Barcelona, 
50,706 bus wheat; Liverpool, 144,000 bus 
wheat; Havana, 2,250 sacks flour, 5,500 
sacks corn; Castellamare, 212,000 bus 
wheat; South and Central American 
ports, 8,230 sacks flour, 13,749 pockets 
rice, 6,225 sacks corn; Buiuefields, 587 bbls 
flour; Santiago de Cuba, 5,485 sacks flour, 
250 sacks oats, 602 pockets rice; Vera 
Cruz and Tampico, 5,870 sacks flour. 

Exports of cottonseed products: Kal- 
lundborg, 22,087 sacks cake. 


H. T. Lawter, Jr. 





To Commandeer No More Wheat 


Montreat, Que., March 27.—Much in- 
terest has just been caused among 
shippers and steamship men by the fol- 
lowing letter received from Sir George 
E. Foster, minister of trade and com- 
merce, by W. G. Ross, president of the 
Montreal harbor commissioners: “I would 
be glad to have you communicate the fol- 
lowing announcement to exporters and 
exchanges: 

“It having been brought to my atten- 
tion that the impression has gone abroad 
that ships carrying Canadian grain from 
Canadian ports are more likely to be 
commandeered by the British authorities 
than would ships carrying Canadian 
grain from the United States, I desire to 
state that British ships sailing from 
United States ports are in exactly the 
same position, so far as commandeering 
is concerned, as are British ships sailing 
from Canadian ports. 

“So far as at present seen, no necessity 
will arise during the current shipping 
season for the Canadian government 
again commandeering Canadian grain for 
war purposes, inasmuch as by its action 
in November last the desired reserve for 
immediate use was secured.” 


Tuomas S. Barx. 








DULUTH-SUPERIOR 

Deture, Miny., March 27.—Flour 
trade was very quiet last week. Senti- 
ment buyers is bearish, large 
wheat _ stoc rticularly impressing 
them. Crippl wire service to the 
East, late in the week, had a tendency to 
affect and prevent business. 

Satisfactory shipping directions and a 
fairly good supply of cars enabled local 
mills to operate steadily. 

The strength in wheat led mills to ad- 
vance flour prices 15@20c bbl. 

There are a few export inquiries for 
quick shipment, but mills are not in a 
position to sell. 

Trade in durum flour was light. Buy- 
ers being bearish, are giving orders only 
to meet present requirements. Prices 
have been advanced lic bbl for the week. 

Rye flour is quiet, buying being only in 
small lots and to cover only actual imme- 
diate needs. Rye is scarce and firm. 

Duluth-Superior mills last week made 
34,000 bbls of flour, or 94 per cent of 
capacity, against 29,600 bbls, or 82 per 
cent, the previous week, and 19,100 bbls, 
or 53 per cent, a year ago. 

Millteed was easy early last week. 
Later it assumed a firmer tone, 


ICE AND OPENING OF NAVIGATION 


The situation to date offers little en- 
couragement to those who hoped for an 
early opening of navigation. ‘The ice in 
the harbor is nearly three feet thick, and 
it is much firmer than last year. Com- 
pared with a 10-year average, the ice is 
nine inches heavier. 

The icefield in the lake continues solid 
for at least 20 miles out. The lake ice 
averages about 20 inches. Unusually 
heavy ice is reported at the Soo canals 
and connecting lakes, 

Last season, the first boat departed for 
lower lakes April 17. On April 20 navi- 
gation was Officially opened by the arrival 
of the first steamer from an eastern port. 

NOTES 

J. B. Becher, of the Becher-LaBree 
Co., Duluth, will take charge of the com- 
pany’s Minneapolis ottice. 

A fire in the American Milling Co.’s 
elevator at Superior, last week, resulted 
in a loss of about six tons of flaxseed. 

Eastern mills are not buying wheat 
here, apparently waiting for something 
to develop with opening of lake naviga- 
tion. 

The Lake Carriers’ Association has 
ratified a 10 per cent increase in wages to 
all employees. Insurance on boats goes 
into effect April 15. 

Storage space remaining here is esti- 
mated at around 2,000,000 bus. Elevator 
men are beginning to show some concern 
as to taking care of grain until boats can 
be moved. 

A year ago No. 1 durum showed a 
14,c premium over No. 1 northern. To- 
day No. 1 northern closed 6%¢c above 
durum. Last year durum was quoted 
45%,c higher than today. 

The story circulated in the East that 
a big volume of durum wheat had been 
sold for the opening of navigation, ship- 
ping to the Dutch government, was de- 
nied by local shippers. Sales, however, 
may have been made from stocks in the 
East or near to the seaboard. 


Andrew Robbie, manager Cavalier (N. 
D.) Milling Co., visited on the Duluth 
Board of Trade last week. He reported 
farmers in western North Dakota as 
holders of a large quantity of wheat. 
Prospects are for a reduced wheat acre- 
age in that locality and Montana. 

On March 20 the Port Huron & Du- 
luth Steamship Co. announced as opera- 
tive an embargo on all eastern shipments 
of package freight—fiour and feed. Grain 
will be accepted for the present. This is 
due to the warehouse facilities at Point 
Edward, Ont., being temporarily re- 
served for flour to be delivered by the 
Grand Trunk railroad for account of the 
Canadian government. 


The lower grades of wheat are slow. 
The better ones continue in fair request. 
Premiums and discounts are practically 
without change from a week ago. Spot 
No. 1 northern holds at 4%c under to 2c 
over May; No. 2 at 1@5c under May; 
No. 3 at 7@12c under May. No. 1 du- 
rum is %¢c under May; No. 2, 5@7c un- 
der No. 1. Montana No. 2 hard is quot- 
able at 1@14%c under May. Oats are 
1%c lower. F Carison. 
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The flour market last week was irregu- 
lar, with not a large volume of trade, 
due to the readiness with which the local 
buyers have been influenced by the de- 
clines in the wheat market. Recent esti- 
mates have pointed to the probability of 
there being about 400,000 bbls of flour 
on the docks awaiting export, and only 
about 125,000 to 150,000 for domestic ac- 
count. These figures do not seem at all 
in keeping with the consumption at New 
York. With only 125,000 bbls of flour 
here, it would be barely two weeks’ sup- 
ply with the added production of the city 
mills. 

Prices for spring wheat flour ranged 
about $5.10@5.40 bbl jn sacks up to $5.40 
@5.75 for mill shipment. The quota- 
tions on clears are about 30c under the 
price for patents. 

The market for winter wheat flour is 
quiet, with values showing a steady tone. 
Prices are quoted at $5.30@5.50 bbl for 
straights in jute. Low-grades of all 
kinds show narrow fluctuations. Stocks 
are small and values are held very stead- 
ily. Kansas flours are held firmly on 
mill shipment, due to the limited deliv- 
eries of good milling wheat in the South- 
west. 

EXPORT CONDITIONS 


The export situation in wheat has been 
very discouraging the past week, due to 
the fact that export business is now 
practically all in the hands of govern- 
ment buyers. On several days early in 
the week there were quite large sales to 
the Dutch and English governments. The 
former was credited with having bought 
about 1,500,000 bus, largely of Manitoba 
wheat, May-June, and the latter with 
about 2,000,000 bus, also forward deliv- 
ery. There was some American spring 
wheat included in the transaction. 

The Italian government was reported 
as having bought about 500,000 bus 
durum wheat. Outside of these transac- 
tions the export situation was at a stand- 
still. Some of the English individual 
buyers were apparently demoralized by 
the heavy break in prices recently, and 
resold considerable wheat back to the 
American sellers. These resales were on 
the basis of 7c bu below the cost of mak- 
ing fresh transactions and were estimated 
as equal to about 750,000 bus. 

When questioned regarding the reason 
for the demoralized condition of the 
English market, a gentleman in close 
touch with the government buyers said 
that it was due to the high price and 
apprehension of what might happen in 
case of a change in the market condi- 
tions. The English market has declined 
30@35c bu from the high point, and this 
decline has been so heavy that it has been 
quite disconcerting. 

The demand for corn has been extreme- 
ly limited, and only a few sales. have 
been reported. The demand for oats 
has been limited to a few —— and 
showing no activity of demand. There 
has been only a small interest in barley 
or rye. 

It is understood that an agreement 
has been reached between the North 
American Grain Dealers’ Association and 
the London Corn Trade Association 
whereby steamers chartered for shipment 
of wheat and flour will not be requisi- 
tioned excepting under extraordinary 
conditions. It is stated that this agree- 
ment has been approved by the British 
government. 


OCEAN FREIGHTS 


The ocean freight market is reflecting 
the weakness in the export situation and 


the lack of demand. Full cargo rates 
from North Atlantic ports to Bristol 
Channel have declined equal to 714@9c 
bu, with the market quoting at about 
1l5s@l5s 6d. The rate has declined so 
that, while nominally 23d to Liverpool, 
prominent exporters were saying yester- 
day that bids of 20d would be unwise 
unless the bidder wanted the freight. 


EMBARGO CONDITIONS 

While the receivers at New York are 
taking strong ground regarding the pro- 
posed changes in the conditions suggest- 
ed by the railroads in order to relieve 
the embargo situation, some of the other 
interests are proposing radical changes 
in the arrangements. Grain shippers on 
the Produce Exchange are expressing 
very little interest in the matter. 

The new rules would impose storage 
charges for the first 60 days, followed by 
a double charge for the next 60 days 
and a second doubling for the third 60 
days. As the export shipments are usu- 
ally moved inside of 60 days, this pro- 
posed change would not be a very serious 
one for the grain trade. 

The shippers have adopted a resolution 
in conference which is aimed at relieving 
the embargo conditions. The recom- 
mendations include a proposition that 
embargo notices shall be issued by a cen- 
tral bureau for all the railroads, and 
each embargo notice shall be complete in 
itself, including all previous embargoes 
brought up to date, so that confusion will 
be prevented and such embargo notices 
shall be given the greatest publicity. 

It is also suggested that the lighterage 
free provision be temporarily suspend- 
ed; that grain forwarded to New York 
on domestic bill and then rebilled for 
export shall be stopped; that shipment 
for export must contain, when originally 

made, a statement of destination and 
approximate time of export; that freight 
embargoes be issued against domestic 
consignees when such party has more cars 
waiting than it can take care of; that 
some plan of co-operation be inaugurated 
at New York in regard to lighterage 
facilities, and that trucking conditions 
be improved here as far as possible. 


NOTES 


W. M. Fowler, manager Honesdale 
(Pa.) Milling Co., spent the end of last 
week in New York. 

The department of agriculture of 
Pennsylvania has started a campaign 
against bleached flour, and its agents 
have been instructed to investigate any 
mills reported to be using a bleaching 
process, and prosecute any concerns sell- 
ing it anywhere in the state. 





PITTSBURGH 

Prrrssurcu, Pa., March 27.—The local 
flour market was dull last week. Prices 
moved within a narrow range, and at the 
close were practically the same as the 
previous week. Unless there should be a 
sharp advance in the near future, mill 
representatives and brokers here look for 
no improvement in business until the new 
crop moves. Jobbers and bakers gen- 
erally have their wants for the next 60 
days contracted for. 

Sales were mainly to small jobbers and 
mixed-car buyers, who generally limit 
their buying to near-by requirements. 
Directions on old orders were slow. 
Springs ranged, for patents, $5.50@6.10 
bbl, 49-lb paper bags, the higher price 
being asked for well-advertised Minne- 
apolis brands. Straights, $5.35@5.75, 
cotton. 

Kansas hard winter patents; $5.30@ 
5.60 bbl, 49-lb paper hades straights, 
$5.10@5.40, cotton. 

Near-by soft winters were lower and 
ranged, for straights, $4.45@4.80 bbl, 
bulk, with patents held about 30c higher. 

There was a better demand for bran 
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at 25¢ ton advance, but other millfeeds 
were dull. Dealers were only interested 
in spot and transit cars, and were not 


willing to buy at .current prices for de- 
fe shipment. Bran was quoted the 
last of the week at $22, standard mid- 


dlings $23, white mies $27@29, red 
dog $30.50,—all in sacks. 

iar corn was advanced 2c bu, owin 
to light receipts. Demand for shell 
corn was limited, and prices were lower. 
Oats were weaker, mainly in sympathy 
with western markets. Receipts for the 
week: millfeed, cars; ear corn, 1; 
shelled corn, 14; oats, 48. Ear corn, No. 
2 yellow, was quoted at 76@/77c; shelled 
corn, No. 2 yellow, kiln-dried, 781,@79c; 
oats, No. 2 white, 47@47%,c. 

NOTES 

Jobbers held established Minneapolis 
brands to the grocery trade at $6.30@ 
6.60 bbl, 49-lb paper bags. 

J. O. Ewing, vice-president Cannon 
Valley Milling Co. Minneapolis, was 
here last week calling on the trade. 

L. Valdisirri, for many years in the 
baking business at Belle Vernon, Pa., 
died last week. The business will 
continued by his four sons. 

A. C. Sturtevant, who has charge of 
the Clarksburg, W. Va., office of Jesse 
C. Stewart, spent the latter part of the 
week here visiting headquarters. 

C. F. Luce has sold his flour and feed 
business at Belle Vernon, Pa., to H. R. 
Croushore, who will operate it in connec- 
tion with his flour and feed store at Fa- 
yette City, Pa. 

The new Tri-State Master Bakers’ As- 
sociation, composed of bakers from Vir- 
ginia, West Virginia and Maryland, will 
hold its first annual meeting May 23-25 
at Washington, D. C. 

Coleman Mayfield, for many years as- 
sociated with the New Martinsville (W. 
Va.) Grocery Co., recently resigned to 
become assistant manager of the Mor- 
gantown (W. Va.) Grocery Co. 

W. A. Low. 





BOSTON 

Boston, Mass., March 27.—There were 
very few changes in the local flour mar- 
ket last week. Extreme dullness was the 
general report, and few sales were made 
for shipment from the mill. The reports 
of crop damage had but little effect on 
prospective buyers, their attitude being to 
buy only when it became absolutely neces- 
sary to have flour to carry along their 
business, 

The embargoes recently placed in force 
by railroads running into New England, 
shutting off all freight except perishable, 
live stock and munitions, also had a de- 
pressing effect upon the general situation, 
as sellers were unable to.promise prompt 
delivery, something that is urgently in- 
sisted upon by the buyer when making a 
purchase. 

Lack of shipping directions is also one 
of the features of the local market which 
millers’ agents are loudly crying out 
against. Some of the large bakers and 
jobbers have a considerable amount of 
flour purchased some time ago, which 
they claim to have no outlet for at pres- 
ent and for which it is almost impossible 
to get shipping directions. The buyer 
simply refuses to give directions for the 
ordering out of the flour, although per- 
fectly willing to do so as soon as there is 
a distributing opportunity for the same. 

Most of the large bakers and distribu- 
tors in New England are fairly well sup- 
plied with flour, having done a fair 
amount of buying-a few weeks ago when 
the market declined. The recent attempt 
to boost prices has been a dismal failure 
locally, few buyers taking more than a 
passing interest in the situation. 

There is considerable complaint among 
buyers as to the time required to bring 
flour from the mills to the seaboard. 
Cases have been cited locally when cars 
have been 60 and even 70 days on the 
rails, with 90 days cited in one instance. 
This flour is of little use to the owner if 
it is sidetracked at some country station 
of the trunk lines, and the embargoes 
do not help matters a particle. 

Many local millers’ representatives 
have received no change in their limits 
for several days, but the most of them 
state that they have been instructed to 
submit all bids to the mill for confirma- 
tion and follow the market. Minneapolis 
patents have been practically unchanged 
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have sold at 10@15c under these prices. 

Spring wheat country patents are offered 

at $5.70@6.25, in wood, with special short 

patents at $6.70@7.25. 

Spring wheat first clears are not of- 
fered to any extent, and prices were 
firmly held all through the week. A range 
of $4.90@5.40 bbl in cotton was asked, 
with the same grade in jute held at $5@ 
5.50. Some spring wheat second clears 
were Offered at $3.75@3.90, in jute, but it 
is almost impossible to interest buyers, 
and the market for this grade is flat. 

Kansas hard wheat patents are held 
at a narrower range of prices, about $5.40 
@5.85 bbl, in sacks, covering most of the 
offerings. 

Soft winter patents range up to $6 bbl 
for the best, with straights at $5.40@ 
5.75 and clears at $5.26@5.60. 

NOTES 

H. E. Brooks, Mansfield, Ohio, and S. 
E. Sinclair, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, were. 
on ’change last week. 

The board of directors of the Provi- 
dence (R. I.) Chamber of Commerce 
voted unanimously, March 20, at a well- 
attended meeting, to indorse "the federal 
grain-grading and supervision bill (H. R. 
10,405). 

A volunta tition in bankruptcy was 
filed last week by Charles A. Hill, baker, 
Portland, Maine. Liabilities, $4,606; as- 
sets, $616. Also by Harold A. Ward, 
grocer, Auburn, Maine. Laabilities, $2,875; 
assets, $555. 

At a meeting of the grain board of the 
Boston Chamber of Commerce, composed 
of members dealing in grain and flour, 
which was held March 21, it was voted, 
by a majority of 2 to 1, to favor the 
passage of the Rubey grain grades act. 
Louis W. DePass. 


ROCHESTER 

Rocuestern, N. Y., March 27.—The 
flour output of the Rochester mills last 
week was 10,300 bbls, of which 7,000 were 
spring wheat flour. This represented 51 
per cent of capacity, compared with 11,- 
600, or 56 per cent, the previous week, 
13,500, or 65 per cent, a year ago, 14,500, 
or 73 per cent, two years ago, 11,500, or 
56 per cent, three years ago, and 13,100, 
or 66 per cent, four years ago. 

Beyond mere routine trading, there 
was little business in flour last week. 
Millers reported a falling off in both new 
orders and shipping directions. Bids 
were under the market, buyers being 
bearish and expecting lower prices. Em- 
bargoes held up shipments, and all kinds 
of vagaries were reported as to deliv- 
eries. Taken altogether, it was an unsat- 
isfactory week for millers. Most mills 
reported a shrinkage, only a few making 
somewhat larger bookings than the pre- 
vious week. 

Prices were held rather firm, and there 
was no disposition to follow the wheat 
market closely. Spring patents did not 
get below $6.35, wood, Boston. Most of 
the mills quoted $6.40, and a few sales 
were made at that price. At the end of 
the week one of the mills reduced its 
price to $6.35, but reported. little busi- 
ness. Sales to city buyers were made at 
$6.55@6.65, wood, Rochester. 

Spring clears were as quiet as patents. 
Prices were $1 under the patent market. 
A few sales were made at $5.35@5.40, 
wood, Boston. One of the mills reported 
a few sales as high as $5.90, but this 
price was exceptional. Holdings of 
clears here are light. 

Spring low-grade flour was in small 
supply and firmly held. A few sales 
were made at $3.85, jute, Boston. One 
mill said it made sales at $4.10, which 
was the highest price. Mills have little 
low-grade to offer. 

The price of winter wheat flours was 
reduced 5@10c bbl. Straights in car lots 
were sold at $5.60, wood, Boston. The 
demand was only moderate. New York 
buyers did not want to give more than 
$5.40, wood, New York. City buyers 
paid $5.75, wood, for small amounts. 
Shippin directions were slow. 

Rye flour prices were reduced 10c bbl. 
Mills reported sales at $5.60, wood, Bos- 
ton. The demand was fair, but not so 
active as a short time ago. Millers said 
shipping directions came in slowly, and 
that they reduced their output. Hold- 
ings, of rye flour here are light. 

Graham flour moved slowly, buyers 
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holding off for lower prices. No reduc- 
tion was made, buyers paying $5, wood, 
Boston, for small lots. The trade in 
Rochester was light, prices being held at 
$5.25. Entire wheat flour was offered at 
$6@6.20, wood, Boston, but the demand 
was sm 

Millfeeds were a little more active, 
mills dis of their light stocks at 
firm prices. les of spring bran were 
reported at $24.50@25, in 100’s, Boston. 
Mills are well cleaned up and would not 
be surprised to see higher prices. Sprin; 
middlings were in fair demand at hoa 
29, in 100’s, Boston, and one of the mills 
obtained as high as $29.50 for a car. 
Winter bran sold at $26 and winter mid- 
dlings at $29, in 100’s, Rochester. Rye 
feed was steady at $25, in 100’s, Roches- 
ter. 

NOTES 

W. W. Van Vechten, president of the 
Van Vechten Milling Co., was in the East 
last week, 

S. F. Dudley, of the Frontier Milling 
Co., Buffalo, was in Rochester last week 
calling on the trade. 

H. Bentley, of the Claro Milling Co., 
Waseca, Minn., was in Rochester last 
week visiting friends in the milling busi- 
ness. 

Receipts of winter wheat and rye from 
near-by country points have been unusu- 
ally light tne last two weeks, as a result 
of bad roads. 

R. J. Arxrns. 





BALTIMORE 

Battirmore, Mp., March 27.—Flour was 
in excellent demand last week by ex- 
porters, but given a wide berth by do- 
mestic buyers. Prices were weak eaily 
but strong later, with offerings moderate 
and no pressure to sell. Soft winter 
straight, near-by and western, comprised 
the bulk of the trading. 

Springs were steady but inactive, with 
fancy short patents closing at $5.85@6; 
standard brands, $5.60@5.75; long pat- 
ents, straights and cut-straights, $5.25@ 
5.50; first clears, $4.50@5; second clears, 
$3.75@4.25,—all per 98-lb cottons or 
140-lb jutes, or 20@30c more in wood. 
Sales were small and confined mostly to 
a few scattering cars of bakers patent at 
$5.25 and first clear at $4.50, both in cot- 
ton. The better grades were generally 
ignored. 

Soft winters were unchanged and ac- 
tive, with patents nominally closing at 
$5.45@5.65 bbl, wood; 20@30c less in 
sacks, 35@40c less in bulk or buyer’s 
package; near-by straights, $4.70@4.85, 
bulk or buyer’s sacks, 10@15c more in 
cotton or jute, 35@40c more in wood. 

Exporters were heavy buyers of straight 
for shipment by April 1, paying up to 
$4.90, bulk, for western, and buying the 
near-by product down to $4.70. They only 
paid the premium for western goods to 
get the quantity, as the tributary offer- 
ings had the necessary quality but were 
not obtainable in the volume required. 

Hard winters were steady and quiet, 
with patents at the close quoted nominal- 
ly at $5.40@5.55; straights, $5.10@5.25; 
clears, $4.35@4.60,—98-b cottons or 140- 
Ib jutes, or 20@30c more in wood. A lit- 
tle car-lot business was done in patent 
and straight at quotations. Clear was 
neglected. Jobbers are doing what little 
buying is being done. 

City mills made large export sales, but 
found home trade comparatively mod- 
erate. They ran full capacity, and re- 
duced flour 10c bbl and feed 50c ton. 

Receipts of flour for the week, 56,148 
bbls; clearances, 56,398. 

Ocean freights were easier in instances 
and -generally more active. Quotations, 
per qr: British Channel, 15s; London, 
Hull and Leith, 15s 6d; Liverpool, Glas- 
gow, Belfast and Dublin, 15s 3d; Havre, 
18s 6d; Scandinavian ports, 21s; Medi- 
terranean ports, 25s. 

NOTES 

Steamers bound for Baltimore, 92; 
cleared during the week, 32; now in 
port, 38. 

L. H. Windholz, yeast manufacturer, 
has Sy for membership in the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, 

Stocks of grain at Baltimore, March 
25: wheat, 1,466,330 bus; corn, 1,532,568; 
oats, 436,926; rye, 688,418; barley, 449,- 
344; total, 4,573,586. 

Receipts of new southern corn to date, 
312,508 bus; same time last year, 309,764. 
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Cash wheat at the close, March 25, was 
up 1%c for the week, down 523,c from 
the top, up 315¢ from the bottom and 
42%,c lower than a year ago. 

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad em- 
bargoed corn, domestic and export, origi- 
nating over its lines for the Locust Point 
elevators, effective midnight, March 22. 

Additional exports from Baltimore last 
week were 181,492 bus barley—170,809 to 
Rotterdam, 9,808 to Bergen and 875 to 
Belfast—and 118,315 bus rye—81,429 to 
Bergen and 36,886 to Copenhagen. 

Grain charters for the week at Balti- 
more and the outports included, besides 
berthroom engagements by the regular 
liners, 15 full-cargo steamers for prompt 
to June loading, aggregating approxi- 
mately 3,000,000 bus. 

Two new vessels came into port last 
week—the Charles Pratt, of the Standard 
Oil Co., and the Kerry Range, of the 
Furness fleet. The Pratt is a twin-screw 
steamer 517 feet long, with capacity for 
about 5,000,000 gallons oil, while the 
Kerry Range is 415 feet long, with three 
decks and a deadweight carrying capac- 
ity of about 10,000 tons. 

Among visitors last week were J. V. 
Taylor and Morton Longnecker, of the 
National Hay Association, Winchester, 
Ind; W. E. Hudson, of Bartlett Frazier 
Co., and Kenneth S. Templeton, of J. S. 
Templeton & Sons, grain, Chicago; W. S. 
Stuart, grain and feed, Carlisle, Pa; A. 
W. Jones, Kingston (Ohio) Grain Co; 
S. W. Hershey, miller, York, Pa; Wil- 
liam L, Hammond, of Hammond Milling 
Co., Hoods Mills, Md. 

Cuartes H. Dorsey. 


BUFFALO 

Burrato, N. Y., March 27.—There was 
a lull in the flour trade here toward the 
close of last week. There were mills 
willing to shade prices 15c, but others 
held for a profit, or at least no loss, and 
refused to get below the price of wheat. 

The present dullness, however, is not 
expected to continue beyond this week. 
Even if sales could be made, there was 
no way of getting flour out of Buffalo 
to eastern points, owing to embargoes. 
The only outlet was in northern New 
York, which has been held up by snow- 
storms and severe cold weather. 

Reselling of flour in eastern centers 
was reported by agents, and shipping 
directions, as far as Buffalo mills are 
concerned, were entirely absent. This ap- 
plies to all grades of spring wheat flour. 

Winter wheat millers were in no better 
shape, and were willing to shade prices. 
Short patent was offered at $6, standard 
at $5.80 and pastry at $5.15, in wood, 
track, Buffalo. 

Even the local trade was reported } 
on all grades of flour, with prices down 
25c bot and prospects of another cut 
should the wheat market show further 
weakness, 

Rye flour was easier for the best, but 
steady for lower grades, with a fairly 
good demand. No. 1 was offered at $5.25, 
straight at $5, and dark or blended at 
$4.55, bbl, track, Buffalo. 

Millfeeds showed a little more strength, 
due to the West being tied up and a bet- 
ter demand here, in consequence, for spot 
or prompt shipment. Mills having a sur- 
plus of feed sold ahead during the past 
few days, and are not at all anxious to 
go into early April shipment. 

Demand for middlings was better than 

for bran, and the mills seemed to be well 
cleaned up for several weeks to come. 
There were reported sales of bran early 
last week at 50@75c under the quota- 
tions today, and quite a quantity was 
sold. 
Red dog firm, and offerings light. Win- 
ter millfeed lower, and little doing. Bran 
is quoted at $22.50, middlings $23.50 
and mixed feed $24 ton, track, Buffalo. 

Corn-meal coarse feed dull and un- 
settled. Hominy feed in fair supply and 
easier. Gluten feed stronger on lighter 
offerings and an active demand. Produc- 
tion has been curtailed on account of 
strike. Cottonseed meal firmer, 4] per 
cent being held at $35.50 and 38.6 per 
cent $83 ton, sacked, track, Buffalo. . 

Oil meal lower, and trade light at 





$30.50, sacked, track, Buffalo. This is a 
reduction of fully $9 ton since January. 
Brewers’ were offered at $25.50 
ton, and grains at $29, both in 
125-lb sacks, track, Buffalo. Kafir corn 


dull and easy, with liberal offerings at - 


$1.12, bulk, track, Buffalo. 

Rolled oats dull, but the mills are not 
shading prices on their best goods. Oat 
hulls were offered at $17.50, reground, 
sacked, from Canadian mills, all charges 
paid. 

THE OUTPUT 


The output of the mills in this district 
last week was 114,900 bbls, being 69 per 
cent of capacity, compared with 102,750, 
or 60 per cent, the previous week, 72,700, 
or 53 per cent, in 1915, 107,700, or 79 per 
cent, in 1914, and 72,500, or 53 per cent, 
in 1913. 

NOTES 


The general opinion here is that navi- 
gation will open about the first week in 
May. 

There are about 2,000,000 bus of grain 
afloat in the harbor today, and arrange- 
ments have been made to take this into 
the elevators before April 1. 


Stocks of corn here are 1,895,000 bus, 
only slightly larger than last year. Of 
oats the supply is reported to be 1,232,000 
bus, compared with 773,000 last year. 

The Grain Clearance Corporation has 
arranged for a working basis on shortages 
and overages in grain cargoes for the 
season of 1916. It is said to be practical- 
ly the same as last season. 

W. D. Sanderson, formerly chief clerk 
for the Lehigh Valley’s assistant gen- 
eral freight agent, has been appointed 
lake grain agent for the company. He 
will have charge of all grain arriving in 
Buffalo. 

The Monarch Engineering .Co. has re- 
ceived a contract for a new tower, marine 
leg and an, out-store lofter and car spout 
for the Connecting Terminal Railroad 
elevator here. 

The certificate of incorporation of the 
Great Lakes Transit Co., capitalized at 
$3,500,000, was filed here last week. 
Directors, all of New York, are: C. V. 
Dickson, Adolph Denzan, James Tobin, 
J. M. Ferry, emily L. Simpson, G. H. 
Makepeace, Edwin G. Peters, Gaston 
Tisne and E. A, W. Quinlan. 

E. Baneasser. 





PHILADELPHIA 
Puicapetpuia, Pa., March 27.—Trad- 
ing *) flour was of a very indifferent 


character last week, as jobbers and bak- 
ers generally had ample stocks for cur- 
rent needs and showed no disposition to 
anticipate requirements. 

Some business was done in standard 
spring patent at $5.70@5.75, wood, and 
it was difficult to exceed the latter figure, 
though some limits ranged up to $6. 
Clear sold at $5.15@5.40, wood, but there 
was little or nothing doing in straight. 

Kansas flours were generally held above 
the views of buyers, and prices were 
largely nominal. Some sales of soft near- 
by winter straight were reported at $5.25 
@5.35, wood, but many of the western 
mills were unwilling to sell below $5.50. 

The city mills report a dull trade, with 
no important change in prices. 


NOTES 

Exports of wheat since Jan. 1, 9,795,704 

bus, against 6,182,673 for the same time 
last year. 


Among the visitors on ’change last week 
were J. Douglas Dundas, of Bernhard 
Stern & Sons, Milwaukee, Wis., and L. L. 
Allen, of the H. L. Holliday Milling Co., 
Cairo, Ill. 

Joseph Richardson, assistant to George 
D. Dixon, vice-president of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, in charge of freigut 
traffic, died March 20 at his home in 
Media, Pa., of heart disease. He was 
actively in charge of the grain and flour 
business of the company. 


According to the state crop report is- 
sued last week, the condition of wheat 
and rye is 94 per cent of the average at 
this time of the year in. the past 10 years. 
The acreage devoted to wheat is about 
1 per cent greater than last year, and rye 
is about the same. Estimates made to the 
department are that 25 per cent of the 
wheat crop of 1915, or 6,232,000 bus, re- 
mains in the hands of the farmers. 

Samus S. Danrets. 


NASHVILLE 


Nasuvititz, Tenn., March 27.—The 
total of flour booked by the southeastern 
mills last week was not more than 10 to 
15 per cent of the capacity of the mills. 
Some reported no sales of consequence. 
Most flour buyers still have some out- 
standing contracts, and the millers are 
demanding that these be withdrawn before 
additional business is booked. The pros- 
pects are not regarded as bright for any 
early activity. ; 

Prices were fairly well maintained, be- 
ing practically unchanged, though the 
market might be described as nominal. 
Quotations at end of week were: best or 
short soft winter wheat patents, in cotton, 
f.o.b. Ohio .River, $5.90@6.10; regular or 


standard patents, $5.35@5.50, mainly 
$5.45@5.50; long patents, 10c under 
standard; low-grades, 30@50c under 


standard. 

Rehandlers of Minnesota and Kansas 
City flour reported some orders last week 
from bakers and others, but business was 
scattering, with prices about steady. 
Quotations: spring wheat patents, deliv- 
ered Nashville, cotton or jute, $5.70@ 
5.80; hard winter patents, $5@5.20. 

There was no important fluctuation in 
wheat, No. 2 red being quoted at $1.12@ 
1.14. Weather conditions were more fa- 
vorable for growing wheat, and reports 
are better, though it seems that some 
damage has resulted from freezes, par- 
ticularly in poor soil. 

Wheat bran was unchanged and quiet. 
Middlings were higher, and in better de- 
mand. Quotations: wheat bran, 100-lb 
bags, ton, f.o.b. Ohio River, $20@21.50; 
mixed feed, $21.50@22.50; standard mid- 
dlings, $22.50@ 24. 

Corn products were easier, corn being 
off 3c, and was quoted at 70@72c. Bolt- 
ed corn meal was quoted at $1.60@1.70 
per 96-lb bag, with demand below normal. 


OUTPUT 


The flour output of Nashville and out- 
side mills, with a capacity of 134,340 bbls, 
last week was 83,303, or 62 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 53.5 per cent 
last year, and 64.5 per cent in 1914. 

STOCKS 
Stocks, with comparison, as reported 


through the Nashville Grain Exchange, 
were: 


March 25 March 18 
DO, DOOD ose ntcvcocaceas 54,000 52,500 
We WD cteccnteceards 341,000 387,500 
CO, BD ceccccctoucsscese Gee 426,500 
WE: BEE Se eveveoevanecvase 499,000 487,800 


Receipts of grain at Nashville last 


week, 111 cars. 
NOTES 

The Southeastern Millers’ Association 
has been called to meet in Nashville, 
March 28, for routine business. 

The Hampshire (Tenn.) Milling Co. is 
perfecting plans for a new plant with a 
capacity of 25 bbls of flour and 60 bus 
of corn meal. G. D. Blackwell will be 
manager. 

A shortage of cars is being experi- 
enced at Nashville and other parts of the 
Southeast. Flour is being given prefer- 
ence, and the feed and grain business 
feéls the effect most. 

The Middle ‘Tennessee Milling Co., of 
Chattanooga, with authorized capital 
stock of $15,000, has been incorporated 
by R. J. and D. S. Riddle and others. 
Messrs. Riddle are well known in the 
milling business in this territory. 

The Winchester (Va.) Milling Corpor- 
ation, with authorized capital of $100,000, 
has been incorporated. L. F. Cooper is 
president, and I. W. Dick is to be man- 
ager. ‘The company has acquired the 
plant of and will succeed W. B. Baker's 
Sons. 

Joun Lerrer. 





VIRGINIA 


Lyncupurc, Va., March 27.—The de- 
mand for flour last week showed little 
improvement, and was about a stand-off 
with the week before. Buyers do not like 
the action of the market. Should wheat 
brace up and show a little strength, it is 
believed that a better tone in flour would 
be felt. Virginia farmers are not selling 
on the present market. The $1.50 idea 
they got in January is still with them. 
Quotations: local patents, $5.90@6.40 bbl; 
Ohio, $5.80; Louisville, $5.90. Middlings, 
$24 ton; bran, $23; red dog, $31.50. 








THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 








ws tern very ae 





selves 


§ 442-GRAIN: EXCHANGE: WINNIPEG -MANITO 


A.H. BAILEY - MANAGER 
- anv - 1001 LUMSDEN 
CABLE ‘ADDRESS ° “PALMKING” 















- BUILDING-TORONTO 





a)? Oi bi) iZ dy) By) Ai) Ay ODA 





a @\ 














Contents,of this publication are protected 
by copyright. Republication permitted when 
credit is given The Northwestern Miller. 











Tonowse, Onrt., Marcu 27, 1916 








Extreme dullness still " pein the 
market for flour in this part of Canada. 
Millers testify that business is unusually 
quiet. ‘This applies to local business 
throughout Ontario, as well as to the 
eastern provinces, No changes have been 
made in domestic prices of either spring 
or winter flours, and the list adopte 
three weeks ago still prevails. 

There is some prospect that foreign 
trade will be possible again in the near 
future, as reports here indicate a slightly 
easier ocean freight situation, but at the 
moment sales gre extremely limited. 
Manitoba export “patents have not changed 
in price since a week ago, but Ontario 
winters are down 1s@1s 6d per sack. 

Leading Manitoba mills are asking 44s 
6d@45s 6d per 280 lbs for choice export 
patents in 140-lb jute or cotton bags, c.i.f. 
London, Liverpool or Glasgow, April- 
May shipment, while Ontario 90 per cent 
winter patents are held at 41@42s, same 
ports and terms. 

Toronto brokers have reduced their 
price to Ontario winter wheat mills for 
90 per cent patents 10@15c bbl, which 
makes the present quotation $4.05@4.10 
in buyers’ bags, delivered seaboard. Local 
quotations, per barrel: 


Spring patents, firsts ....sscseeeeeeeeee $6.50 
Spring patents, BECONdB ..sseeeeeeeees 6.00 
Spring patents, first baker® ....s+e006 6.80 
Winter and spring blends .......+++++ 6.86 
Winter 90 Per CONUH cece eessceeeeeee 6.40 

All delivered in 98-lb bags, mixed-car 


lots, Ontario points. 


MILLFEED 

Demand for millfeed throughout On- 
tario continues easy at old prices. Lead- 
ing mills are asking $24 ton for winter 
or spring wheat grades in mixed-car lots; 
shorts, $25@26; middlings, $26; feed 
flour, $32,—all in 100-lb bags, delivered 
at Ontario points. 

WHEAT 

Deliveries of Ontario winter wheat are 
light. Prices have reached a point where 
farmers do not wish to sell and, as mill- 
ers have plenty on hand to meet their 
needs, marketing is much less brisk than 
it was a month ago. A further decline of 
lc bu has been made in the price of these 
Ontario wheats. At the week-end No. 2 
red or white winter was quoted in car lots 
at 99c@$1.01 bu, f.o.b. country points; 
No. 1 commercial, 95@97c; No. 2 com- 
mercial, 93@95c; No. 3 commercial, 90@ 
91c; farmers’ wagonloads at country mill 
doors, 85@90c, 

Manitoba No. 1 northern wheat, $1.24 
bu, delivered Ontario mill points; No. 2, 
$1.21; No. 3, $1.19. 

COARSE GRAINS 

Trading is light, and prices much the 
same as a week ago. Malting barley and 
rye are le bu higher, and peas 10c higher. 
Quotations, per bushel: 


No. 2 Canadian western ....... -@ 61 
No. 3 Canadian western ....... -@ 49 
No. 3 Ontario oate ...cceeceees 42@ 43 
No. 1 commercial oat@# ......... 41@ 42 
Barley, malting ....ceceseseeee 62@ 64 
BGG, BOGE 6ccctcsievesistecede 59@ 62 
MPO ccccecdbecccccivcciccverceoe 86@ 87 
Buckwheat .ccccccscssessecscsccee 68@ 69 
BORE ccccccccscccvecccsoscesece -@1.60 
Canadian COPFM .scsccccccccceces 68@ 70 
Manitoba oats, f.o.b. Bay ports; Ontario 


grains, f.o.b. point of shipment, 


CEREALS 

Demand for rolled oats and oatmeal is 
so light that most of the Ontario mills 
are running very short time. Prices are 
unchanged. Rolled oats in mixed cars 
are worth $2.50 per 90-lb bag, delivered 
Ontario points; oatmeal in 98-lb bags, -10 
per cent over rolled oats. 








wt quotations: rolled oats, 45s _ 
280 Ibs, c.i.f. London, Liverpool or Glas- 
gow, less 2 per cent; pinhead oatmeal, 
44s; medium and coarse, 43s 9d. 

Reground oat hulls for export to Buf- 
falo, $17@17.50 ton in bags, delivered, 
duty paid;. Montreal, $16, f.o.b., in bags; 
Fort William, $11@12, in bags, for all- 
rail shipment. 


OCEAN FREIGHTS 


An easier feeling has come over the 
ocean freight situation, though no tan- 
gible change is evident. It is expected 
that the railway embargo on — 
shipments from interior mills will 
lifted next week. There are signs that 
the congestion is now less acute, which in 
turn may be followed by easier freight 
rates later on. In the meantime, it is 
useless to attempt definite quotations. 

NOTES 

The current rate for 60-day London 
exchange at Toronto is $4.7170. 

Some British buyers show a disposition 
to quibble over technicalities with respect 
to shipments of flour that were held up 
in the existing railway embargo. This 
embargo has prevailed for some time past 
and has had the effect of putting a lot 
of shippers out of date, but the fault was 
not theirs, and if they should lose the 
difference in markets on this account it 
will be an injustice of a particularly gall- 
ing kind. With not more than one ex- 
ception, Canadian millers stood up to 
their export contracts when the war broke 
out, though there was some excuse for 
doubt as to liabuity at the time. Now it 
is the buyers’ turn to manifest an accom- 
modating spirit. 


WESTERN CANADA 
Winnirec, Man., March 27.—Domestic 
demand for flour was moderate last 
week. Export business was slow on ac- 
count of the scarcity of cars. Some mills 
were closed, while others were working on 
short time. Flour to Manitoba points, in 
cotton or jute bags, delivered to the re- 
tail trade, net: best patents, $6.30 bbl; 
seconds, $5.80; first clears, $5; common 
grades, $3.90. 

Feed prices were irregular, some mills 
asking higher prices than others. Ground 
feeds were lower. Demand was fair. 
Net prices to Manitoba points, in 100-lb 
sacks: 

Bran 
Shorts ..-eeseeceee F 
Oat chop 
Barley chop 
Mixed barley and oats 
Oil cake 

Rolled oats and oatmeal declined 20c 
bbl. Demand was comparatively quiet. 
Rolled oats, $2.10 per 80-lb sack; stand- 
ard and granulated oatmeal, $2.70 per 
98-lb sack. 

Oats fluctuated from day to day and 
held firm on the week, the closing price 
of No. 2 Canadian western having been 
414%,c, against 414%4c on the preceding 
Saturday. ‘There was a fair trade, one 
firm buying freely at midweek. 

There was no new feature in barle 
trade being limited. Prices held stent 
until Friday, when a drop of Ic eccurvel. 
The closing price of No. 3 was 58c, 
against 59¢c a week previous. 

The bottom fell out of the flaxseed 
market last week. At midweek a leading 
authority remarked that “flaxseed had no 
friends in Winnipeg.” Closing price of 
No. 1 northwestern was $1.91%, against 
$2.03, at the preceding week-end. 

Cash wheat demand at Winnipeg was 
good on Monday, but offerings were light. 
Export business was fair. On Tuesday 
the market was almost entirely a profes- 
sional one as far as futures were con- 
cerned, and export houses which sold 
early bought later in the day. Trade at 
midweek was quiet. On Friday the mar- 




















ket was again a professional one. Cash 
wheat was in fair demand, with offerings 
small. Demand was r on Saturday. 
Export houses did but little business. 

Closing prices of wheat at Winnipeg on 

each day of the week: 

o——Cash—,. -——_ Futures, 

in 2n 8n May July Oct. 
Mar, 20,108% 105% 109% 110% 105 
Mar. 21.108% 105% 109 109% 104% 
Mar, 22.108 105% 108% 108% 104% 
Mar, 23.107% 105% 108% 103% 
Mar, 24.107% 106 108% 103% 
Mar. 25.107% 105 102% 108% 103% 

All prices are on the basis of delivery in 
store at Fort William and Port Arthur, 

CROP MOVEMENT 

The movement of wheat past Winnipeg 
was about the same as in the preceding 
week, except that a record for the time 
of the a was made Friday, when 901 
cars of spring wheat were inspected. 
Nearly half of tthe inspections were No. 1 
northern. Average of wheat inspections 
for the week was over 600 cars per day. 

At the week-end there were 25,528,440 
bus wheat in store at Fort William and 
Port Arthur; oats, 9,412,152; barley, 
1,770,302; flaxseed, 980,059. Some points 
throughout western Canada pa mete 
of the shortage of cars. The elevators 
were full, and a leading member of the 
Winnipeg Grain Exchange expressed the 
opinion that fully half of the wheat in 
country elevators was the property of 
farmers, 

MUCH GRAIN SAVED 

Owing to the action of the Canadian 
government and the railways, co-operat- 
ing in the matter of relief for the grain 
troubles of the western Canada farmers, 
there was an improvement in the districts 
where large quantities of grain were out 
in the open. Already so much has been 
taken out that the government interior 
storage elevators at Saskatoon and Moose 
Jaw were reported full. 

In parts of southern Alberta and 
Saskatchewan it was said that there were 
about 6,000,000 bus unprotected in the 
open a month ago; steps were taken to 
give these districts preference in the pro- 
viding of cars, and as a result nearly all 
of the grain mentioned was saved. 

NOTES 

James S. Louden, of the Central Grain 
Co., Winnipeg, has returned from Flor- 
ida. 

W. R. Bawlf and L. M. Pugh, 
dealers, Winnipeg, are home from 
ida. 


rain 
‘lor- 


Arthur Jackson, of Jackson Bros., 
brokers, Chicago, was on ’change last 
week. 


The total net assets of S. A. McGaw, 
general manager of the Western Canada 
Flour Mills Co., Ltd., who died in Cali- 
fornia recently, amounted to $134,566. 

The Prairie Biscuit & Confectionery 
Co., Ltd., has been incorporated in Re- 
gina, Sask., to erect a $50,000 plant there. 
H. W. Cox, of Chicago, will be manager. 

F. W. Young, general manager Lake 
Shippers’ Clearance Association, Winni- 
peg, went to Montreal to attend sessions 
of the Board of Grain Commissioners for 
Canada. 

W. A. Milner, general manager of the 
Maple Leaf Milling Co., Ltd., and presi- 
dent of the Winnipeg Grain Exchange, 
has returned from ‘Toronto, Chicago and 
St. Paul. 

M. H. MacLeod, general manager of the 
Canadian Northern Railway, went to 
Saskatoon to give personal attention to 
the movement of grain on congested 
branch lines. 

The big mill of the Lake of the Woods 
Milling Co., Ltd., at Keewatin, Ont., has 
closed down on account of the scarcity of 
cars, owing to the embargo placed by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. 

A census of the soldiers in Winnipeg 











was taken to find how many wished to 
take advantage of the offer to be allowed 
to help the farmers this spring at seed- 
ing, and it turned out that compara- 
tively few wanted to go. It is now feared 
that the acreage in western Canada will 
be greatly curtailed on account of scarcity 
of laborers, 

It was announced that the Saskatche- 
wan Co-operative Elevator Co., Ltd., 
Regina, would erect an elevator of 2,500,- 
000 bus capacity at Fort William. C. A. 
Dunning, manager of the company, 
closed a deal for a waterfront site there. 
The firm secured the services of C. D 
Howe, chief engineer of the Board of 
Grain Commissioners, to design the ele- 
vator and supervise its construction. It 
will be of re-enforced concrete. 


R. W. Morrison. 





MONTREAL 
Monrreat, Que., March 27.—Winter 
wheat grades of flour were locally re- 
duced last week 20c bbl, due to the in- 


creased offerings from Ontario millers on 
consignment to brokers and the limited 
demand here. Consumers and jobbers 
were well supplied, and with the wheat 
market in its present unsettled condition 
they were not disposed to operate freely 
for future requirements, and in order to 
place some lots the reduction was made. 

Choice patents sold at $6.10 and straight 
rollers at $5.50@5.60 bbl in wood, and the 
latter in jute at $2.55@2.65 per bag of 
98 lbs, and it was reported that even these 
prices were shaded in instances. 

Spring wheat flour ruled steady. The 
foreign demand showed no improvement. 
Even if it did at satisfactory prices it is 
doubtful if millers would accept the or- 
ders, owing to the difficulty in getting 
supplies forward from the mills in the 
West on account of the congestion in 
railway traffic, and the scarcity of vessels 
at seaboard ports to carry it forward. 

The movement of flour for domestic 
and country account is fair, principally 
on old contracts. The volume of new 
business doing is small in first patents at 
$6.60, seconds at $6.10, and strong clears 
at $5.90 bbl in bags, and 30c more in 
wood. 

Receipts of flour were 13,656 sacks, 
compared with 12,309 for the same week 
last year. The exports from the ports of 
Portland and St. John arriving on the 
other side for the week amounted to 
62,267 sacks, against 45,247 a year ago. 

In order to relieve the congested freight 
situation, the Canadian Pacific placed an 
embargo on all domestic shipments of 
flour east of Fort William, and in con- 
sequence some of the millers have tem- 
porarily closed their mills in the West. 
There is no scarcity of flour here as yet, 
but the impression is that if the embargo 
is kept on long it will be a serious matter 
with bakers. 

Millfeed is in an unsettled condition 
and prices continue irregular. ‘There is 
a fair demand from local and country 
buyers, and a steauy trade is passing, 
but the movement is not up to expecta- 
tions for the season of the year. Bran 
is selling at $22@24, shorts at $24@vw6, 
middlings at $27@30, pure _ moullie 
at $32@33, and mixed moullie at $80@ 
31 ton, including bags. 

There is an easy undertone to rolled 
oats, but no actual change in prices, sales 
being made at $5@5.05 bbl in wood, and 
at $2.35 per bag of 90 lbs. Receipts for 
the week were 500 sacks, as against none 
for the same week a year ago. Exports 
from Portland and St. John arriving 
abroad last week were 4,199 sacks, com- 
= with 2,910 cases and 2,400 sacks 
ast year. 

Demand from English importers of 
Manitoba wheat showed but little im- 
provement during the week, and only 
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sales of odd lots were made to Liverpool 
at a further decline of 1s@2s 10%,d per 
qi ane Sa Seat 0 eerie ee 5 
4s, compa revious w 
There was considerable Cosine worked 
in another direction, and sales of full 
cargo lots amounting to about 1,000,000 
bus were made for April shipment from 
Portland and May shipment from Mont- 


real. 

Sales of odd loads for March-April 
shipment were made to Liverpool at 60s@ 
61s 3d, April-May at 55s@57s 3d. and 
May-June at 55s, while to London No. 1 
northern for March-April sold at 59s 9d 
@60s, April-May at 56@58s, and May- 
June at 56@57s. There was a fair de- 
mand from local and outside millers, and 
sales of a number of car lots of No. 2 
northern were made to arrive at $1.23 bu, 
track here. 

A stronger feeling prevailed locally for 
Canadian western oats, and prices ad- 
vanced 114¢ bu, which is attributed to the 
increased demand for both local and ex- 
port account and the limited supplies 
available on spot. 

A fair amount of business was done, 
with sales of car lots of No. 2 Canadian 
western at 52c, No. 3 Canadian western 
at 50e, extra No. 1 feed at 50c, No. 1 feed 
it 49e, and No. 2 feed at 48c bu, ex-store. 
There was a fairly good demand for On- 
tario and Quebec oats, and prices ad- 
vanced ¥,c bu, with sales of car lots of 
No. 2 white at 48@4814c, No. 3 at 47@ 
17¥,c, and No. 4 at 46@461/,c bu, ex-store. 

There was some inquiry from foreign 
huyers for Manitoba barley, but as the 
prices bid were 2@3s qr lower than pre- 
vious sales made, and ocean room is scarce 
for this class of grain, no business re- 
sulted. Spot Ontario barley is dull and 
prices are nominally unchanged, with 
choice malting grades quoted at 75@77c, 
ind feed barley at 66@67c bu, ex-store. 
\ moderate trade was done in American 
No. 3 yellow corn for country account at 
44@85ec bu for car lots, ex-track. 

EXPORTS OF GRAIN AND FLOUR 

Exports of grain and flour from Port- 
land and St. John that arrived at their 
destination for the week ending March 


23: 


Wheat Barley Flour 

To— bus bus sacks 
LONGON .esessccese 244,000 ....+. 40,960 
(HABBOW cececesees 101,500 61,096 10,100 
Manchester ......-. 168,000 ceones. ceecse 
Leith ccocccccccces 216,000 249,325 11,127 
Totals ccccccvece 729,600 310,421 2,267 


LOCAL STOCKS IN STORE 


Stocks of grain and flour in store in 
Montreal on the dates mentioned: 
March 25 March 18 Mar. 27 


1916 1916 1916 
Wheat, bus .... 682,266 807,394 341,941 
Corn, bus ...... 11,043 13,487 120,964 
Oats, bus ...... 1,236,176 1,788,726 771,806 
Barley, bug .... 139,661 195,636 234,412 
Rye, bus .....++. 31,069 26,008 14,720 
Buckwheat, bus, 5,668 5,668 12,271 
Flour, sacks ,... 53,966 47,236 38,693 


RECEIPTS OF GRAIN AND FLOUR 
Receipts of grain and flour in Mont- 
real for the week ending March 25, with 


comparison : 
March 25 March 27 
1916 5 


191 
Wheat, bus ..wiceccecsece 174,699 128,237 
Comm, DUB. ccccccccocsceses 3,997 4,602 
Oats, BUM ccccvccvcccvccses 88,962 37,694 
Barley, DUS ..cccscccccecs 24,164 26,760 
Rye, DUM cocccscccessevces 1,000 «seco 
Flaxseed, bus . 1,300 .cese 
Flour, GACKS oc ccccccsscces 13,656 14,895 





Meal, GOOMD .ccccccccrsons 500 410 
‘Tuomas S. Bark. 
MARITIME PROVINCES 

Sr. Joun, N. B., March 27.—Business 
in flour and feed in the Maritime Prov- 
inces is fairly brisk. ‘There has been no 
change in quotations in any lines since 
March 9, when Manitoba flours dropped 
30¢ bbl and Ontarios followed suit. Quo- 
tations are as follows: Manitoba patent 
flour, $7 bbl; strong bakers, $6.60; On- 
tarios, $6.45. Quotations are for cars or 
part cars in wood, f.o.b. track, St. John. 

Rolled oats, $5.50 bbl; standard oat- 
meal, $6.05, in wood, f.o.b. track, St. 
John. 

Manitoba middlings, $28 ton; Ontarios, 
$28; Manitoba bran, $26; Ontario bran, 
$26. Manitoba feed flour, $388@39 ton; 
Ontario, $1.80 per bag. All quotations 
for millfeeds are for jute or cotton bags, 
in cars or part cars with flour, f.o.b. 
track, St. John. 

Stocks throughout the provinces are 
fairly light, and the outlook is for a good 


spring trade. 
Atrrep E. McGrntey. 
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The flour output of Seattle mills, with 
a combined daily capacity of 6,800 bbls, 
was 16,291, or 40 per cent of capacity, 
last week, against 16,789, or 41 per cent, 
the previous week, and 10,835, or 27 per 
cent, a year ago. 

The flour output of Tacoma mills, with 
a combined daily capacity of 9,500 bbls, 
was 12,667, or 22 per cent of capacity, 
against 32,789, or 58 per cent, the previ- 
ous week, and 11,109, or 22 per cent, a 
year ago. 

Last week’s decline of 20c bbl for soft 
wheat flours was without noticeable ef- 
fect on bookings. The volume of new 
business worked was limited and in small 
lots. Washington blue-stem family pat- 
ent was quoted at $5.20 bbl. 

Jobbers and eastern mill representa- 
tives reported little business worked last 
week in hard wheat flours. Most of the 
bakers are booked ahead for some 
months, and those that are not are buy- 
ing only in small lots. Montana first 
patent ranged last week $5.70@5.85 bbl; 
second patent, $5.40@5.55. Dakota fancy 
patent was quoted at $6.65 bbl; second 
patent, $6.35; Kansas patent, $5.60@5.70. 

The feed market is without special 
feature, with supplies ample and demand 
moderate. The prevailing quotations 
were: bran, $23 ton; shorts, $25. 

The freight situation continues to bar 
business to the Orient. Some business is 
booked for April and May shipment, but 
the Japanese lines refuse to quote for 
June, and the rate of $40 per short ton 
quoted by tne Blue Funnel Line is not 
workable. Some flour has gone to Hong- 
kong from here via San Francisco, 41,- 
000 49-lb sacks having been shipped that 
way during the last two weeks, at $12.55 
per short ton, $10 of which was for space 
from San Francisco to Hongkong. The 
San Francisco-Hongkong rate has been 
advanced to $35 ton. Export grades are 
nominal at $4.40@4.50 bbl. 

CROP CONDITION 

Reports are practically unanimous as 
to the fine appearance of fall-sown 
wheat. With favorable weather prevail- 
ing, the farmers have been in the fields 
in the southern counties. The ground 
there is in perfect condition for plowing 
and seeding. 


DEATH OF W. W. RAYMOND 


W. W. Raymond, of Walla Walla, 
Wash., president and general manager of 
the Peacock Mill Co., of Freewater, Ore- 
gon, died at Seattle, March 16, of paraly- 
sis. Mr. Raymond, in addition to his 
milling interests, was a large grain grow- 
er and operator. He is survived by his 
widow, a son and a daughter. 

Mr. Raymond was born in Washington 
County, Iowa, July, 1867, and with his 
parents came west at the age of 10. For 
many years he was one of the largest 
wheat growers in the district north of 
Athena, Oregon. In 1906 he became 
largely interested in the Peacock mills 
at Milton and Freewater, Oregon. 


NOTES 


Flour exports from Seattle to Hong- 
kong, 26,657 bbls; to Manila, 20,250. 

The Tonasket (Wash.) Flour Mill 
Co.’s plant burned March 20. Loss $25,- 
000, insurance $15,000. 

The Juliaetta, Idaho, 75-bbl mill has 
been sold by C. J. and J. C. Martin to 
F. C. Holbrook, of Culdesac. 

The Holt Line will resume its service 
from the Pacific Coast to the United 
Kingdom on the reopening of the Pan- 
ama Canal, 


Eastern bids for Pacific Coast wheats 
were out of line last week, and new busi- 
ness was not workable, coast wheats not 
having followed the Chicago decline suf- 
ficiently. 

The rate of 65c per 100 lbs on wheat 
and 70c on flour from north Pacific 

oints to Texas, which became effective 

arch 20, has been extended to include 
Oklahoma points. 

Bid prices for wheat on the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange, March 24: Turkey red, 
$1 bu; blue-stem, 99c; forty-fold, 88¢c; 
club, fife and red Russian, 87c. Oats, 
$25 ton; barley, $28.50. 

Wheat receipts for the season to 
March 24: at Seattle, 8,408,400 bus, 
against 8,510,400 a year ago; at Port- 
land, 11,288,400, against 18,265,200; at 
Tacoma, 7,551,600, against 10,215,600, 

Exports of flour from Puget Sound 
(Seattle and Tacoma) to Pacific points, 
Jan. 1 to date: to Hongkong, China, 
Japan and Manila, 175.665 bbls; to South 
America, 51,336; to Hawaiian Islands, 
26,433. 

Ground was broken last week by the 
Fisher Flouring Mills Co. for 48 new 
grain tanks to be installed in connection 
with the 3,000-bbl addition to its mill. 
A two-story office building, 72x82, will 
be erected at the mill, to which the office 
force will move from its present location 
in the White Building. 





OREGON 


PortLanp, Orecon, March 27.—Domes- 
tic flour business of fair volume is re- 
ported, with prices maintained on a 
steady basis. Export trade continues 
quiet. Current prices are: patents, $5.20 
bbl; straights, $4.50@5; valley, $4.70; ex- 
port grade, $4.30; graham, $5.20; whole 
wheat, $5.40. 

The millfeed market is steady, with a 
moderate trade and stocks not large. 
Bran is quoted at $23 and shorts at 
$25.50 ton. Rolled barley is held firmly 
at $31.50@382.50. 

Wheat trading in the country has prac- 
tically ceased. There are inquiries from 
the East, but bids are too low to result 
in business. California millers show no 
interest, and local millers appear to be 
sufficiently stocked with wheat. 

Farmers are offering nothing, accord- 
ing to dealers here. In the past 60 days, 
it is said, not over 50,000 bus were sold 
out of first hands. Local grain men 
estimate that the wheat carry-over in the 
Northwest will aggregate fully 10,000,000 
bus, the largest on record. 

Farmers are holding onto their wheat, 
not because they could not sell it but be- 
cause they figure fall prices will be better 
than those current now. They base their 
belief of higher prices next season on a 
shorter 1916 crop in the three states. 
According to the acreage figures on 
hand, the Pacific Northwest may not 
produce over 55,000,000 bus wheat next 
season. Last year’s crop was about 67,- 
000,000 bus, according to the figures ac- 
cepted by the Portland trade. 

Bid prices posted at the Merchants’ 
Exchange, Friday: blue-stem, 95c; forty- 
fold, 86c; club and red, 85c. 


NOTES 

E. Werner, representing the Alsop 
Process Co., of St. Louis, was here last 
week, 

C. L. Dutcher, manager of the Colum- 
bia mills, of this city, has returned from 
a business trip to. California. 

Otto Kettenbach has returned from the 
East, where he attended to dispatching 
export business for M. H. Houser. 

Edward Kiddle, manager of the Pio- 
neer Flouring Mills, of Island City, Ore- 
gon, was at the Merchants Exchange last 
week, 


The only grain ship cleared during the 
week was the French bark Bonchamp 
with 18,667 bus wheat and 114,383 bus 
barley for Ipswich. She was dispatched 
by Strauss & Co. ‘ 

Two cargoes loading on the coast were 
sold last week by a local exporter at 67s. 
This would indicate a very steady mar- 
ket abroad, as the best cargo price from 
first hands during the season was 69s. 

J. M. Lownspate. 


CALIFORNIA 

Saw Francisco, Cat., March 27.—New 
business in both soft and hard wheat 
flour was limited last week. Jobbers and 
bakers are well stocked for near-by 
needs, and the bearish condition in the 
wheat market tends to discourage book- 
ings for the future. 

Both Pacific Coast and eastern mills 
were particularly active in their efforts 
to stimulate business and, in consequence, 
prices were lowered; in some instances, 
in excess of the decline in wheat. West- 
ern Kansas mills were particularly in 
evidence in naming lower prices, with 
little new business being worked, offering 
first patents at $6@6.20, and second pat- 
ents at $5.50@5.85. 

A slight reduction was made in prices 
by Montana mills, which quoted first pat- 
ents at $5.85@6; second patents, $5.60 
@5.80; first clear, $5.25. Dakota and 
Minnesota mills offered first patents at 
$6.40@6.50; second patents, $6.20@6.30. 

Business placed by Washington and 
Oregon mills was wholly for immediate 
shipment to care for current needs, with 
little or no change in prices from the 
previous week, although a few mills 
showed a disposition to shade prices when 
necessary to secure new business. Blue- 
stem patents were quoted at $5@5.25; 
cut-off, $4.65; soft valley flour from Ore- 
gon, $4.25,—all 98's, cotton, delivered San 
Francisco. 

Millfeed dull; prices unchanged. White 
bran, in 55’s and 60’s, $23.50@24.50 ton; 
red bran, in 100’s, $23; mixed feed, $24; 
shorts, $25. 





* - 


J. R. Van Nagel, manager Riverside 
Mill Co., Reno, Nev., was on ’change last 
week. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Vancouver, B. C., March 27.—The 
market for mill products and grain in 
British Columbia is featureless, as it has 
been for some weeks. Quotations, car 
lots, 30-day terms, 98-lb jute sacks: 
flour, best patents, $7 bbl; No. 2 patents, 
$6.50; first bakers, $6.10; pastry, No. 1, 
$6.90; rye, $7.30; whole wheat, $6.10; 
graham wheat, $6.10. Wheat, No. 1 feed, 


967%,¢ bu; No. 2 feed, 944,¢; oats, 471/4,c. 
WHERE TO MOVE CANADIAN GRAIN 


Grant Hall, vice-president of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway and manager 
of western lines, in Vancouver March 23, 
expressed the opinion that there was no 
longer any possibility of moving the Cana- 
dian grain crop via the Kast. ‘The west- 
ern seaboard would have to be used. “At 
the present time,” he said, “every elevator 
in the Nortnwest, on the lakefront and on 
the Atlantic Coast is filled with grain. 
Thousands of cars in transit east are held 
up because of congestion at the seaboard. 

“The ports of St. John and Halifax, 
which were built to take care of export 
grain, can never be made to handle a 
crop such as was grown last year and 
the great increase which may be looked 
for as the country develops. Regardless 
of all that has been said to the contrary, 
it is unquestioned that grain will have to 
find its way out via Vancouver. 

“The government must have at least 
6,000,000 or 8,000,000 bus of comman- 
deered grain now at the head of Lake 
Superior. There is no possibility of mov- 
ing all this via the Atlantic ports for 
some time, and the government could ar- 
range to sell several million bushels of 
it and then buy an equal amount in west- 
ern Saskatchewan and Alberta to move 
through to the western coast.” 

Asked where vessels would be found to 
jnove the grain from Vancouver, Mr. 
Hall replied that, as he understood it, 
the commandeered grain was for the 
Italian government and that they were 
providing 40 or 50 vessels to transport 
it, and it would appear to him that a 
number of these vessels could certainly 
be diverted to Vancouver. 

L. W. Makovsxk1, 
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March 29, 1916 


meal, $35@37; linseed meal, $34.75; alfalfa 
meal, $23@25.50. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—A firm market for 
corn meal and oatmeal, with good demand. 
Rye flour higher, Graham flour steady. 
Quotations, mill shipment, in wood: rolled 
oatmeal, $5.15; cut and ground, $5.66; gran- 
ulated corn meal, $4.15; bolted, $4.10; feed- 
ing, in 100-lb bags, $1.60@1.62; cracked corn, 
in 100-lb bags, $1.62@1.64; rye flour, in 
sacks, $5@5.45; graham flour, $4.80@5.75. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND STOCKS 
r-Receipts— -—Stocks—, 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
Flour, bbis.... 30,420 22,888 ..... beece 
Wheat, bus...160,647 223,638 564,695 639,732 
Corn, bus..... 47,624 2,000 122,165 87,695 
Oats, bus..... 86,157 58,558 264,227 8,187 
Ry@, BUBccsce sees 1,010 28,945 5,872 
Barley, bus... 1,787 eeees 74,649 153,001 
Millfeed, tons. 23 Se seese ececs 
Corn meal, bbls 272 i) eee aevee 
Oatmeal, cases 5,630 12,580 ..... soyee 
Oatmeal, sacks 4,900 2,600 § ..6s- oeece 

WEEK’S EXPORTS 

cn Flour——, Wheat Corn 
To— bbis sacks bus bus 
Liverpool .... ... 3,500 94,402 weoeee 
Glasgow ....- «+. 16,478 27,878 sneen 








Manchester .. ... 250 186,127 = cccccs 
Totals ..... 19,228 242,397 ....+. 
Since Jan. 1. a 836 532,806 5,778,003 923 





BALTIMORE, MARCH 25 
FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 lbs, wood: 
Spring patent, special brands.....$6.05@6.20 


Spring patent ........ ereeeeccese 5.80@5.96 
Spring GEPMIME.cccccovccccessccee Gear eee 
Spring first clear .......... eoeeese 4.75@5.25 
Spring second clear ........ 4.00 @4.50 
City mills’ best patent (blended) . oon » @5.55 
City MRE BPAEOME ccc ccc cesses ces eee» @5.45 
City mills’ straight ............6+6 «++» @6.10 
City mills’ first clear ............ -@4.70 
Winter patent, special stencils... 5. 60@5. 65 
Winter POtOMt oc ccessccccsccseces . 5.45@5.55 
Winter straight ...ccccccscccccee 5.10@5.25 
Winter first clear ............+.++ 4.60@4.86 
Hard winter patent ...........5.. 5.65 @5.80 
Hard winter straight ............ 5.35 @5.60 
Hard winter first clear .......... 4.60@4.85 
Rye flour, pure and blended...... 4.90@5.50 


MILLFEED—Unchanged and slow since 
Tuesday, when everything except spring 
bran was reduced 60c ton. Quotations, in 
100-lb sacks, per ton: spring bran, $22.25@ 
22.75; spring middlings, $23@23.50; city 
mills’ bran, $23@23.50; middlings, $23 @23.50. 

WHEAT—Advanced 1%c, with movement 
and demand good. Receipts, 996,062 bus; 
exports, 632,000; stock, 1,466,330. Closing 
prices: No. 2 red, spot and March, $1.13%; 
No. 2 red western, spot and March, $1.14%. 

CORN—Declined 1% @1%c, with demand 
and movement improving. Receipts, 794,893 
bus; exports, 990,788; stock, 1,532,568. Clos- 
ing prices: contract spot, March and April, 
77%c; domestic yellow, track, 78%c; range 
of southern white and yellow for the week, 
76@81c; near-by yellow cob, bbl, $3.90@3.95. 

OATS—Generally lower, with movement 
and demand large. Receipts, 873,264 bus; 
exports, 812,879; stock, 436,926. Closing 
prices: standard white, 48%@49c; No. 3 
white, 46c; No. 4 white, 44c. 

RYE—Gained 1@1%c, with demand and 
movement moderate. Receipts, 275,681 bus; 
exports, 118,315; stock, 688,418, Closing 
price of No. 2 western for export, $1@1.00%. 

BARLEY—Off ic, with movement and 
demand fair. Receipts, 142,371 bus; exports, 
181,492; stock, 449,344. Closing prices of 
feeding barley for export: 44-lb, 70c; 560-Ib, 


75c, 
WEEK’S EXPORTS 
Flour Wheat Corn Oats 
To— bbls bus bus bus 

Leith secccese 83,89T  wacce coees osese 
TPOWIED cocces sesen SEGBES . «cans soeee 
Rotterdam ... ..... 161,776 316,729 ..... 
POle OO MOOG... sires Sh00% sears 343,818 
Glasgow ..... 15,618 80,000 ..... «sees 
SM Saneah ceeee Sands cawecas 238,535 
Amsterdam... ..... ecoose S7E,8EB acces 
CORES ccccccs od esdee  heses esees 226,776 
Copenhagen .. ..... 106,006 184,363 occee 
SVOMEROTH 22. ctees § cescs 78,481 seeee 
Liverpeel .... O,88B acces seves ecese 
ABPRUB neces coves seeee 109,663 eeeee 
BOTHER 6coee Pvaareys to eoces SB,73@ 8 woces 
Havana ..... © s0ees eevee cteee 3,750 





Totals ...... 56,398 532,000 990,788 812,879 





BUFFALO, MARCH 25 
FLOUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 


Spring 

Beet BRAGG . . bcs vvercsvcovvscsces $5.95 @6.05 
Straight ......... esbeoes Tereriry 5.65@5.75 
PUPS GIORP ccc cccccscesevececocce 5.05 @5.15 
Second clear ee ccseeecceese «+ 8.65@4.05 
LOW<GPAMO cccccccvcccccsccce e+e 2.90@3.15 
Rye, NG. 1 scccccseccescoses sosee eee» @5 25 

Sacked 
Spring bran, per ton ........seeeeee- $20.50 
Standard middlings, per ton ......... 21.50 
Flour middlings, per tom .........5+. 25.50 
Red dog flour, 140-lb sacks, ton...... 28.50 
Hominy feed, white, per ton ........ 27.10 
Gluten feed, per tom ............ cooe SATO 
Corn meal, coarse, per ton ......... - , 28.00 
Corn meal, table, per tom ..........+. 34.50 
Cracked corn, per ton ......esseseeee 28.50 
Cottonseed meal, 41 per cent, per ton. 35.50 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads .......... = .50 
Rolled oats, bbl, 180 lbs, net, wood... 5.75 


Oat hulls, reground, sacked, per ton. 17.50 

WHEAT—Spot No. 1 northern in vessels 
or in store, except carloads, was not quoted 
here this week. A little No. 2 northern was 
offered at 18c over Chicago May in store. 
Opening shipment No. 1 northern, 10c over 
Chicago May at the close. Carloads No. 1 
northern in store, 17c over Chicago May. 
Winter wheat sold at $1.12 for No. 2 red 
and $1.11 for No. 2 white, on track, through 
billed. 

CORN—Although millers bought corn to 
arrive, they were in need of spot stuff and 
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took all the offerings, paying about last 
week’s prices. Holders are not anxious to 
sell corn in store. Closing: No. 3 yellow, 
78%c; No. 4 yellow, 77@77%c; No. 6 yellow, 
72@75c; No. 6 yellow, 70@T71c; sample yel- 
low, 68@69c,—through billed, 

OATS—But little change in prices from 
last week. Receipts very light and only 
enough demand to keep track offerings 
cleaned up. Store holders are firm in their 
views, and consider oats good property. 
Closing: No, 2 white, 48%c; standard, 47%c; 
No. 3 white, 45% @45%c; No. 4 white, 44@ 
44%c,—through billed. Store: No. 2 white, 
49%c; standard, 48%c; No. 3 white, 48\c, 
—carloads. 

BARLEY—Sellers lowered prices this week 
and were inclined to meet maltsters’ ideas 
for prompt shipment. There were sales of 
dark barley at 78@80c, track, Buffalo. 

RYE—Some inquiry, but no sales reported. 
No. 2 was quoted at $1 and choice at $1.05, 
on track, through billed. 


DETROIT, MARCH 25 


FLOUR—Car lots in wood, per 196 Ibs, 
net: 








Michigan patent, best ........... $5.35 @5.40 
Michigan patent, ordinary ....... 5.25 @5.30 
SERED GUPGUED ce cccccctes cece 5.00@5.05 
Michigan first clear ..... eerie «+» 4.50@4,.55 
Michigan second clear ........... 4.25@4.30 
Michigan low-grade .........6.++ 3.25 @3.30 
Spring patent (Detroit-made) .... 5.75@5.80 
Minnesota patent, best ......... -. 6.00@6.05 
Minnesota patent, ey awees - 5.75 @5.80 
Minnesota first clear ..... ersceees 4.75@4.80 
Minnesota second clear «+. 4.50@4.55 
i, . R,, STEP URT TER ITEE 5.35 @5.40 
Blended rye .......... rT 4.85 @4.90 
pes @  Biarrer rier 4.70@4.80 

MILLFEED—Car tee, in bulk, 2,000 Ibs: 
BMD dae 84.085 66006950 05.06 v0s008 $18.75 @19.00 
Standard MARGE  cciccusncse 19.75 @ 20.00 
TT i PPP -75 @ 22.00 
Fine middlings ...... -75 @ 24.00 
Cracked corn ...... 3.75 @29.00 


Coarse corn meal -75 @28.00 
Corn and oat chop -75 @26.00 
CEREAL PRODUCTS—Car lots, in wood, 
net: 
meted Onbh, 160 TOO ccceccesececer $4.95 @5.00 
Yellow granulated meal, 196 lbs.. 3.60@3.65 
Yellow cream meal, 196 lbs....... 3.50@3.55 
White granulated meal, 196 lbs... 3.70@3.756 
White cream meal, 196 lbs....... 3.60@3.65 
GRAIN—Closing prices: 
2 red wheat..$1.12% 3 corn .......+. 71 
May ......+-+ 1.18% 3 yellow corn... 73% 
JULY wecccee es 1.21 Standard oats .. 48 
1 white wheat 1.07% 2 rye ...eseeeee 92 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
-~Receipts—, --Shipments—, 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
Flour, bbls... 7,000 8,000 10,000 8,000 
Wheat, bus.. 10,000 68,000 131,000 44,000 
Corn, bus.... 35,000 36,000 63,000 61,000 
Oats, bus.... 24,000 82,000 32,000 14,000 





Rye, bus..... 4,000 4,000 ...44- 6,000 
STOCKS (BUS) 
1916 1915 1916 1915 


Wheat 248,000 217,000 Oats.. 384,000 27,000 
Corn.. 588,000 598,000 Rye... 150,000 14,000 





DULUTH, MARCH 25 
FLOUR—Mill quotations for car or round 
lots, per 196 lbs, f.o.b. Duluth: 
March 25 1915 
First patent, wood....$5.65@5.75 $7.00@7.30 
Second patent, wood.. 5.55@5.65 6.95@7.20 
Straight, wood ....... 5.45@5.55 6.85@7.10 
First clear, jute... - 4.60@4.80 6.05@6.20 
Second clear, jute..... 3.05@3.40 5.15@5.30 
Red dog, jute ........ 2.60@2.75 2.90@2.95 
DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 
round lots, 140 lbs, f.o.b. Duluth: 


March 25 1915 
Med. semolina, jute...$5.50@5.60 $7.50@7.60 
Patent, jute ........ «+ 5.10@5.20 6.85 @6.95 


Cut straight, jute..... 4.60@4.70 6.10@6.25 
RYE FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 
lots, 98-lb cottons, f.o.b. mill, March 25, 
were: family blend, $5.15; pure white, $5.40; 
pure dark, $4.45; dark blend, $4.45. 
DULUTH-SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT 
By weeks ending on dates given: 
1916 bbis 1915 bbis 1914 bbis 
Mar. 25.34,000 Mar. 27.19,610 Mar. 28.23,500 
Mar. 18.29,600 Mar. 20.19,100 Mar, 21.17,476 
Mar. 11.20,980 Mar. 13.22,095 Mar. 14.20,800 
Mar, 4.13,800 Mar. 6.16,660 Mar. 7.15,590 
Foreign flour 1 cca for weeks named: 
1916 bbis 1915 bbis 1914 bbis 
Mar. 25. .... Mar. 27. 790 Mar. 28. .... 
Mar. 18. .... Mar. 20. 1,655 Mar. 21. 976 
Mar. 11. .... Mar. 13. 2,600 Mar. 14. 7,260 
Mar. 4. 6,360 Mar. 6. 1,975 Mar. 7. .... 
WHEAT—Early néws was bullish and had 
a hardening influence. An advance of 4c 
took place, brought about by shorts cover- 
ing, adverse winter wheat crop reports and 
low temperatures in the Northwest. Sea- 
board advices that the Dutch government 
was buying helped later reports, and senti- 
ment was bearish, easier cables and resell- 
ing have their effect. The close showed net 
gains of 2@3c for the week. Good milling 
wheat continues in demand. Mills were 
active buyers, while elevators took the sur- 
plus. Low-grades sell slowly. Stocks in- 
creased 922,000 bus for the week, standing at 
20,396,000 bus, or 7,000,000 more than a year 
ago. Present arrivals are largely Canadian, 
Not over 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 bus more 
grain can be put into local houses. 
CLOSING DURUM WHEAT PRICES 
Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, 
spot, May and July: 
-Spot durum— 


No. 1 No. 2 May July 

March 18..... $1.02% $ => $1. rn $1.03% 
March 20..... 1.04% i 1.05% 1.06% 
March 21..... 1.06% 1'01% 1.06% 1.07% 
March 22..... 1.05% 1.00% 1.05% 1.06% 
March 23..... 1.04% 99% 1.05% 1.06% 
March 24..... 1.04% 99% 1.05% 1.06 

March 26..... 1.04% 99% 1.05% 1.06% 


March 27,1915 1.62 1.48 1,62 1.51 


Duluth grain—closing prices on track: 
Oats Rye 


No. 3 white No. 2 Barley 
March 18..... 40% @40%  88@ 90  61@69 
March 20..... 40% @41% 88@ 90 61@69 
March 21..... 40% @41% 88@ 90 61@69 
March 22..... 40%@41 88@ 90 61@69 
March 23..... 39% @40% 88@ 90 63@70 
March 24,.... ....-@39 88@ 89 63@70 
March 25..... 39% @39% 88@ 89 63@69 
Mar. 27, 1915 54% @54% 1989109 64@73 


Duluth closing prices cash wheat: 
March No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 
18.. 107% @110% 103% @107% 96% @101% 
20.. 111 @113% 106% @110% 99%@104% 
21.. 110% @113% 1064%@110% 99%@104% 
22.. 110% @112% 105% @109% 98% @103% 
23.. 109% @112% 105% @109% 98% @103% 
24.. 109% @112% 105% @109% 98%@103% 
25.. aeted fd 105% @109% 98% @103% 
27, °15.....@148% 141% @144%  ....@..... 
Stocks of coarse grains in Duluth-Superior 
elevators, March 25 (000’s omitted), in bus: 
—Domestic——, -——Bonded—, 

1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 


Corm ..0s- o seo 3877 . 388 em 

OORS scccce 675 3,029 1,673 1,778 “26 2, 247 
RYO oecces ° 24 42 319 1 ° 
Barley .... 911 691 497. 168 6 110 


Flaxseed ..1,645 536 1,498 49 284 282 
DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 
Receipts and shipments by weeks ended 
Saturday (March 25), at Duluth-Superior, in 
bushels (000’s omitted): 
-— Receipts——, -~—Shipments—, 
Wheat— 1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
Spring ... 142 640 185 woo StEa 31 





Durum .... 240 30 665i we ¢e 2 
Winter ... 66 17 4 owe 12 coe 
Western .. .«.. 1 é ée0 14 coe 
Totals .. 448 688 244 ... 768 33 
Bonded ... 859 2 9 257 1 6 
Totals ..1,307 690 253 257 759 39 
COFM ccccce coe eee 3 Ses 6 eee 
ORES svese - .& 66 23 3 8 9 
Bonded... 237 ... 7 196 ° 6 
Rye ..cceee 8 3 2 Sh - ses 2 
Barley .... 37 1 27 16 12 6 
Bonded... 18 see 1 7 ee 2 
Flaxseed .. 8 68 | are 
Bonded.. 11 3 37 1 


*Includes 668,000 afloat in boats. 
STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
Duluth-Superior wheat stocks, March 25 
(000’s omitted), in bushels, and receipts by 
weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 
« Wheat stocks— -———grade——. 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
bus bus bus cars cars cars 
1 hard ... ™3 2111 1,196 ... 4 4 
1 northern.2,942 3,255 6,136 33 «193 31 
2 northern.1,767 3,581 1,850 18 104 44 
No. 3 .... 197 1,122 127 26 48 5 


No. 4 .... 95 42 3 7 12 

Rejected .. .-- 3 26 . ax 2 1 
No-grade.. 10 1 7 4 se 1 
Sample gr. ... ‘an wee 46 2 6 
Sp’l bin...2,847 2,528 } | ees eee ° 











Totals 8,031 10,641 9,967 88 365 92 
Macaroni 6,334 247 2,086 95 23 36 
S’western.. 743 757 634 31 9 ‘ 
Western... «.-. eee ace ee ees 
Mixed .... «se. ose ose 66 16 23 

Totals 15,108 11,645 12,687 280 413 153 
Bonded .. 4,531 194 1,146 8658 8 15 

Totals 19,639 11,! 839 13,833 1,138 421 168 
Afloat ... 758 668 1,472 ... eee eee 














Totals 20,397 12,50715,3051,138 421 168 

CROP RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

Receipts and shipments at Duluth- 
Superior, Aug. 1, 1915, to March 18, 1916 
(000’s omitted), with comparisons, were, in 
bushels: 









































i Receipts —~\ 

Domestic— 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 
Wheat cccccccccvces 90,069 64,778 65,297 
CEPR siccccccccsccs © @ eesece 2,241 429 
CRED ccctovesscveses 3,922 6,979 4,920 
RYO ccciccccvccvcsse 3,887 4,110 981 
BOPIOF wcccccvccsces 12,975 10,035 9,614 
Flaxseed ....ee+e0-: 4,664 4,663 8,014 
Totals ..ccccsccess 115,517 82,806 79,255 

Bonded— 
WHERE seccivcvcccsns 8,205 1,516 3,185 
OOH ciccccccevceces 2,033 43 3,115 
PPG civccdecacsacctes 6 settee dans 
BArley wcccccesccses 431 77 735 
PUAKBCCd oc cece cccce 53 312 365 
Totals .cccccccsoce 10,727 1,948 7,400 
Grand totals ..... - 126,244 84,754 86,655 
——Shipments 
Domestic— 1915-16 1914- 15 1913- 14 
WHERE ccccccccvecees 71,276 41,276 45,240 
GOO cabs cversstoeed  ¢¥en5 368 53 
OatS cccccccccsceces 3,319 4,063 4,275 
MO “icevavecdvecnecce 3,853 4,106 650 
WORIOF sc cccccvcevnee 12,142 9,516 9,569 
Flaxseed ....-+ccceces 4,511 5,826 8,781 
DORIS ccccccaccces 95,101 65,045 68,568 
‘ Bonded— 

WERE cccscccccvvcse 3,722 1,386 2,109 
OMtS sccccccccrscces 299 54 978 
RYO acccccccvccseses S wtiae oan 
Barley ..ccccscccccs 274 77 654 
Flaxseed ......-s0+% 3 1,035 161 
TOCAIS cccccscvsves 4,301 2,552 3,902 
Grand totals ...... 99,402 67,597 72,470 


FLAXSEED—Was weak. Lower cables 
were attributed to easier Argentine freights, 
increased shipments and English claims of 
poor and uncertain oil trade. With a neutral 
domestic situation, this news dominated the 
market. Liquidation was free most of the 
week and prices declined 14c before pressure 
ceased. Lowest quotations in past three 
months were established. Reaction today 
(Saturday) reduced the week’s net decline to 
11%c. The change of front came from cov- 
ering by shorts and evening up on the week. 
Crushers bought freely all the way down, 
and speculative interest was gradually 
aroused. 
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MINNEAPOLIS, MARCH 28 

Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 

side milis for flour in carload or round lots, 

f.o.b. Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, were within 
the following range: 

March 28 Year ago 

Standard patent, wood.$5.65@6.00 $7.30@7.60 

Second patent, wood... 5.50@5.85 7.15 @7.45 


Fancy clear, jute...... 4.75@5.00 6.40@6.60 
First clear, jute ..... - 4.40@4.75 6.10@6.30 
Second clear, jute..... 3.00@3.35 4.50@5.00 
Red dog, jute ........ 2.60@2.65 2.80@2.856 


Durum flour quotations f.o.b. Minneapolis 
today (March 28), in jute, were: 


Medium semolina ....... ocseevese $5.35 @5.45 
PROM occdcccsves CP Voeesces eoeee 5.25@5.356 
CHRP accccccesees ceteebecse esses - 3.30@3.75 


In cotton, 5c bbl — is asked. 

All quotations are made subject to. con- 
firmation. 

Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis and outside, per 280 Ibs, 
in jute, c.i.f., including 2 per cent commis- 
sion, today (March 28) were nominally: 


LONDON 
POGORE cc cccsevcvesscscesces © eens @47s 6d 
PORCH CORP .ccccccsccscacs co cee co Qece ov 
Virat COMP ..csccecces eeeccees «++ «-@44s 6d 
Second clear ...... concccee eos ve Qpeen 
GLASGOW 
PUNE. cic cunaatavecscisecseas see «-@468 3d 
First clear standard ..... Cbes cee ve @ 43s 3d 
WOON. GORE ae cei ecacetectes coe eo @ees 6% 
LIVERPOOL 
POCOME occ cccdivccecvece e o coe 0 468 
First clear standard ......... e+e «+ @438 
DOGGIE. GHORE occcrcecvensvese oes ce Q@ese os 


Mills are not mnbinn any quotations to 
Amsterdam, 


MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output of Minneapolis mills for 
four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
the subjoined table: ; 

1916 1915 1914 1913 
Ageme 4.6 cacvéise 253,735 308,860 298,326 
March 25. 383,865 251,290 847,925 324,550 
March 18. 403,040 218,630 342,835 329,560 
March 11. 384,575 238,276 334,385 320,820 

Weekly foreign flour shipments of Minne- 

apolis mills for four weeks ended Saturday: 

1916 1915 1914 1913 
Be Bis. cuiana 21,240 29,760 27,810 
March 25. 42,035 15,635 36,055 20,705 
March 18. 170,445 33,545 43,850 31,635 
March 11. 19,685 33,910 48,775 63,085 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The flour output and foreign shipments of 
northwestern mills outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth have been, by weeks, in barrels: 
Week Ca- 
end- No. pac- ,-—Output—, -—Exports— 
ing mills ity 1916 1915 1916 1915 
Feb, 12. 66 62,800 244,270 242,425 3,870 4,150 
Feb. 19. 66 59,300 255,140 244,765 2,495 7,015 
-Feb. 26. 66 59,300 250,930 231,005 7,795 3,855 
Mar. - 66 59,300 262,705 194,740 5,210 6,650 
Mar. 11. 64 58,350 248,275 199,730 3,750 2,240 
Mar, 18. 63 57,850 238,465 194,470 1,750 3,060 
Mar. 25. 62 53,575 195,475 171,630 845 6,680 

MILLFEED PRICES 

Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed to- 
day (March 28) for prompt shipment (14 
days), per 2,000 Ibs, in 100-lb sacks, were 
reported as follows by brokers: 

March 28 Year ago 
MAGE és ce vciccscess $17.75 @18.50 $21.00@21.50 
Stand, middlings.. 18.50@19.50 21.00@21.50 
Flour middlings... 23.50@24.00 25.50@26.60 
R. dog, 140-lb jute 25.00@26.00 28.00@29.00 

The Boston basis of prices for millfeed is 

given below, per ton, in 100-lb sacks: 
March 28 Year ago 
Standard bran....$23.25@24.00 $26.25 @26.75 
Stand. middlings.. 24.00@25.00 26.25@26.75 
Flour middlings... 29.00@29.50 30.75@31.50 
R. dog, 140-lb scks 30.50@31.50 33.00@34.00 
CEREAL PRICES 

Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car 
lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minneapolis: 
Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibst........ $29.00 @29.50 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 lbst... 29.50@30.00 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 30.00@30.50 
No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 30.50@31.00 
Rye feed, 2,000 lbs, 100-lb sacks -@19.00 
Yellow corn meal, granulated*.. 3.70@ 3.80 


- 


Corn meal, white® ..ccccccscese 3.80@ 3.90 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*... 6.10@ 56.20 
Rye flour, pure medium straight* 4.80@ 4.90 
Rye flour, pure dark German*... 4.35@ 4.46 
Graham, standard, bbl* ........ 5.40@ 56.50 
Rolled oats, bbl, wood ......... 4:70@ 4.80 
Mill screenings, per ton ........ 8.00@12,00 
Elevator screenings, per ton.... 11.00@14.00 


Buckwheat screenings, per ton.. 16.00@18.00 
Recleaned buckwheat screenings 18.00@19.00 
Flaxseed screenings, ton ....... 17.00 @20.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton ...... 2.00@15.00 
Oil cake, 23,000 IDS ...cccccccces -@. 
Oil meal, 2,000 lbs, 100-lb sackst 30. 50@31. 00 
*Per bbl in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated sacks are of 49 and 98 Ib cotton. 
+Car-lot prices. Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. 
tIn sacks. 


la 





Coarse Grain at Minneapolis 

March 28.—During the past week, corn 
was slow and easy, and offerings were hard 
to dispose of. Today, market was fairly 
active and firmer. Prices are about 2%c bu 
lower for the week. Closing prices today: 
No. 3 yellow, 72%@73%c bu; other grades, 
40 @7I1c, 

Oats were quite active and steady. Ship- 
pers were the best buyers. No. 3 white 
closed at 40% @41%c bu today; No. 4 white, 
39% @40\c. 

Rye was slow to fair last week. On a few 
days millers were good buyers, but most of 
the time market was slow and easy. The 
past two days, demand showed some im- 
provement and prices were firmer. No. 2 
closed today at 89@90c bu. 

Barley was only fairly active, with me- 
dium and malting grades in best demand. 
Closing range today, 63@69c bu. 

















MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 

March 28. After fluctuating between 
$1.08% and $1.12 for May, prices today 
closed with a net gain of 3%@3%¢. From 
Saturday, prices today were up over ic, Ke- 
ported reselling of wheat bought for export 
was largely responsible for the weakness 
last week, while erop damage reports, to- 
gether with strength shown by Liverpool, 
gave prices their boost in the last two days. 
There appeared to be an undercurrent of 
strength for which the bears had a whole- 
some respect, 

High and low points for the week were: 
May, $1.14% and $1.08%; July, $1.14% and 
$1.09. 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on March 21, at the close today No. 1 north- 
ern, No. 2 northern and May wheat were 
3%c higher, and July 4%c higher. 

Wheat receipts at Minneapolis last week 
exceeded local mill requirements. North 
Dakota elevators have been shipping freely 
to avoid taxation April 1. Local mills have 
been able to get all the good milling wheat 
they needed and, while receipts have been 
cleaned up daily, yet premiums were a little 








weaker at times. Today, top grades are 
unchanged from a week ago, while lower 
grades are %@ie higher. 

Shippers have been taking surplus offer- 
ings from day to day. It is estimated that 
approximately 1,000,000 bus have been 


bought here in the last week for Chicago. 
There is still a keen demand from Chieago, 
and anything that will inspect No, 1 north- 
ern (contract grade) in that market is in 
request, 

Terminal elevator companies here are not 


buying much wheat, They refuse to pay 
over %c over May for No, 1 northern, and 
little is offered at that price. 

At the close today (March 28), No, 1 hard 
was quoted at 6@5%c over May; No. 1 
northern, blue-stern, 1@4c over May; No, 1 
velvet chaff, 1@1%c over May; No. 2 north- 
ern, blue-stem, 2c under to le over May; 
No. 2 velvet chaff, 2%@ic under May; No. 
3 wheat,-8@%c under May, No. 4 wheat, 


20@7¢ under May. 
The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 


No. 1 northern, No. 2 northern and No, 3 
northern wheat: 
March No. 1 nor No, 2 nor No. 3 


102% @106% 
101% @106% 
104% @M108% 
103% @197% 
103% @107% 


106% @109% 
105% @105% 
105% @111% 
197% @110% 


17.. 110%@113% 
18.. 105% @112% 
111% @1165% 
21.. 111% @114% 





22. 111 @W114% 107% @110% 

23 110% @114% 107% @110% 108% @107% 
24.. 110% @W114% 107% @110% 103% @107% 
25 111% @114% 107% @110% 103% @167% 
27 112% @117% 109% @112% 106% @109% 
Zs. 115% @118% 111% @114% 107% @111% 
20° 148% W162% 143% @149% 138% @1146% 
BAP. caves @ 90% ...+.-@ 88% 86% QD 86% 

*1915. 71914. 

Average prices of cash wheat sales at 
Minneapolis for No. 4, rejected and no-grade: 
Mar. No.4 hej. N.G. Mar, No.4 Rej, N.G. 
22 104 98% 108% 25... 97% 94% 196% 
23 On% 103 105 27... DBY% 96 97% 
24 99% 94% 99% 28...102% 96 10% 

Closing prices of May and July wheat: 

May July May July 
March 22..110% 110% March .110% 111 
March 23..110% 110% March 57.4134 112% 
March 24..110% 110% March 28,.114% 114% 


WHEAT PRICES 
durum 


DURUM 
Daily closing prices of 
Minneapolis were: 


wheat in 





Mar. No.1 No. 2 No.3* Mar. No.1 No.2 No. 3* 
2% 106% 102% 98% 25 106% 102% 98%G 
23...106% 102% 98% 27 107% 103% 97% 
24...106% 102% 96% 25% 109% 106 95% 


*Average of closing prices 
WEEK'S RECEIPTS AND 
Minneapolis by 


SHIPMENTS 


weeks ending 


Receipts at 
March 27 


Saturday were: 








March 26 March 1% 1916 

Wheat, bus .....2,466,600 2,911,260 1,041,120 
Flour, bbla 25,134 27,276 10,262 
Millatuff, tonsa . 1,378 1,649 973 
Corn, bum .....- 79,460 150,080 256,680 
Oates, bus 732,780 631,330 537,660 
Barley, bus 999,680 970,200 466,200 
Kye, bua . 86,920 80,080 43,200 
Flaxseed, bus 204,370 199,000 85,440 

Shipments from Minneapolis by weeks 
ending Saturday were: March 27 

March 25 March 18 19156 

Wheat, bus 1,304,240 1,042,130 620,000 
Fiour, bbls . 386,178 419,834 267,642 
Millatuff, tons 14,548 16,398 11,429 
Corn, bus 129,950 132,090 442,590 
Oates, bus 844,200 1,162,360 631,360 
Parley, bua 776,260 735,840 466,900 
tye, bus 150,880 121,520 46,970 
Fiaxseed, bus 7,160 5,950 89,680 


GRADE 
week ending Satur 


RECEIVTS BY 
At Minneapolis for the 


day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 
follows, with comparisons Mar. 27 Mar. 28 
March 25 Mar. 18% 1915 1914 
No. 1 hard 12% 130 1 246 
No. 1 northern... 872 818 139 918 
No, 2 northern 593 659 23% 337 
No, 3 298 256 270 127 
No. 4 142 129 191 
Hte jected an 28 27 a0 41 
No-grade 53 49 24 16 
Totals, apring.2,154 1,988 KOS 1,714 
Sample grade 50 24 11 . 
Hard winter i194 200 s a6 
Macaronl .. 91 S65 69 1134 
Mixed 168 156 39 81 
Weatern 92 79 2 1 
Totals 2,749 2,622 1,022 1,945 


COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 
in Minneapolis, in bus (000's omitted), were: 
Mar.27 Mar.28 Mar.29 


Mar, 25 Mar. 18 1915 1914 1913 
Corn 102 97 594 265 96 
Oatea . 3,299 3,366 2,063 1,903 1,343 
Barley. 248 231 390 1,069 646 
Kye . Ba6 507 135 438 343 
Fiaxseed, 177 191 70 213 497 


COARSE GRAIN PRICES 
Dally closing cash prices of No. 32 yellow 
corn, No, 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and the 
range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 
during the week were, per bu: 


March Corn Oats Rye Bar 

21..7% @76 41% @41% 89 @ 90 63@76 
22. 75 @76 41 @41% 88%@ 89% 63970 
23.74 @I6 40% @40% 88% @ 49% 63070 
24. 7124%4@72% 10% @10% 88%@0@ 90 62@69 
25. 72% @73% 4b ates +4 @ 89 62@69 
27. 712% @73% 40% @40 @ 89 62@69 
29° 67% @68 He Fy 197% 0108 % 63@72 

#1915. 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 
Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in = (000’'s omit- 





ted): ar. 27 Mar. 28 
March 25 mee ry 1916 1914 
Me. 4 BOGE occce 647 32 99 2,630 
No. 1 northern. .4,109 483 3,216 12,220 
No. 2 northern. .2,474 2,648 2,343 2,852 
Other grades,...5,295 6,380 4,338 2,126 
Totals ...... 12,626 12,742 9,996 19,727 
In 1913 ......- 21,726 21,676 ..... ° 
EB 3983 .cocvcae 17,721 18,103 cove even 
Bm 1942 .ccccee 14,009 9,663 ...4% sees 





Closing Wheat Prices 


Closing prices of May, July and cash 
wheat at points named, on each day of the 
week, per bu, were: 

MAY WHEAT 
Sat Mon 


Tues Wed Thurs Fri 
21 22 23 24 26 27 


Mpls. .....110% 110% 110% 110% 110% 112% 
Duluth -111% 110% 110% 110% 110% 112% 
Chicago ..109 108% 108 108% 108% 109% 
St. Louis..106 105% 104% 106% 105 106% 
New York.117% 116% 116 116% .....117% 
Kana, City.101% 100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 
Winnipeg 109 108% 108% 108% 108% 109% 
JULY WHEAT 
Mpls. --110% 110% 110% 110% 111 112% 
Duluth -111% 111% 110% 110% 111% 112% 
Chicago ..107% 107% 106% 106% 106% 107% 
St. Louls..105 104% 103% 103% 103% 104% 
New York. « BOOM cccee coece conse 110% 
Kans. City.101% 100% 99% 100% 99% 100% 
Winnipeg 109% 108% 108% 108% 108% 109% 
CASH WHEAT 

Mpla.*t 113% 112% 112% 112% 112% 115 
Duluth*t 112 111% 111% 111 111% 113 
Chicago*t 112% 114% 116% 116 116%..... 
St. Loulst 

2 red -115 117 #118 #=#$%114 #+116 =«=117 
Kans, Cityt— 

2 hard ..107)~ «445. 106% 104% 105% 106% 

2 red ...107%..... 107% 106% 107% 107% 
Milw’kee*? 115% 117 116% 114% 116 116% 
Toledo— 

2 red ...118% 118% 112% 113%113 116 
Winnip’e* 108% 108 107% 107% 107% ..... 

*No. 1 northern, tAverage of closing 
prices, 





Flaxseed and Products 


Export inquiry for linseed oil cake is good, 
notwithstanding the fact that western lin- 
seed mills are unable to offer for lack of 
ocean tonnage space. Minneapolis oll mills 
in the last week received a number of bids 
on cake that were in line with their asking 
prices, but had to refuse them for the reason 
that they were unable to make the neces- 
sary ocean reservations, 

An excellent demand for linseed 
is reported by some of the local crushers, 
while others represent buying to be only 
fair Prices are a shade firmer at $30.560@ 
41 ton, car lots, f.o.b. Minneapolis. With oll 
meal on the same basis as ground feed, an 


oll meal 


increasing demand for the former Is looked 
for. 

Raw linseed oil is in good demand at 
around 76@77c¢ gallon, car lots, f.o.b. Minne- 
apollsa. P 

a 

Dally closing prices per bushel of No. 1 
flaxseed In Minneapolis and Duluth: 

t Mpls — Duluth—— 

Track Toarr, Track May July 
March 21..$2.26% 2.256% 2.26% 2.26 2.24% 
March 22.. 2.19% 2.18% 2.18% 2.18 2.18 
March 23,. 2.18 2.17 2.17 2.16% 2.16% 
March 24.. 2.17% 2.16% 2.16% 2.16% 2.15% 
March 26.. 2.18% 2.17% 217% 2.16% 2.16% 
March 27.. 2.18% 2.17% 2.17% 2,17 2.16% 

Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 
urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, In bus (000's omitted): 

r Receipts t In store 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
Minneapolia 204 a6 131 177 70 213 
Duluth .... 19 71 63 1,694 820 1,780 
Totals 224 156 184 1,871 890 1,993 
Receipts and shipments of flaxseed at 


Minneapolis and Duluth from Sept. 1, 1916, 


to March 25, 1916, were, In bus (0600's omit- 
ted): 
Receipts Shipments 
1915-16 1914-15 1915-16 1914-16 
Minneapolis 5,178 6,457 746 561 
Duluth 4,702 4,953 3,861 6,387 
Totals 9,875 11,410 4,597 6,948 
World's Grain Shipments 
World's wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000's omitted): 
Mar. 27 Mar. 2% 
Wheat Mar. 25 Mar. 18 Rare: 1914 
America 10,588 10,422 8,135 2,666 
Russia ‘ ° 2,628 
Danube ae 1,288 
India Toe rT. 56 96 
Argentina 3,184 4,276 5,192 1,844 
Australia 1,160 1,624 ees 2,440 
Others 210 80 56 80 
Tots., wheat 15,142 16,402 13,439 106,832 
Corn 2,193 2,177 2,499 1,624 
On passage- 
Wheat 69,360 68,216 62,840 48,292 
Corn ..seee+++ 10,796 10,966 16,029 6,508 





OCEAN RATES 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic porta, 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 
follows, in cents per 100 Ibs: 
-—————_ From——_. 


To— 


Aberdeen ....... cece 
+ 152.00. 





Phila- 

New TBos- Balti- del- 
York ton more phia 
«eee 117.00 cove 


Amsterdam .... eco 1958.08 sooo 
Bristol ...6eee0+-9100.00 ose eece eoee 
CarGi® cccccccccc®lOb.OO cece cece ese 
Christiania . «+ 140.00 .... 142.00 141.00 
Copenhagen ..... 140.00 .... 142.00 141.00 
Dundee ..........+ 116.0 coos BET.00 neoe 
GIABBOW  cccceees 796.00 100.00 160.00 99.00 
TEGVTO ccccccccce 157.50 eoee eevee eoce 
BEG cccccacccces IOOOO secs cose _ ovce 
Leith ..ccceeeees 109.00 «..+ 111.00 110.00 
Liverpool ..... -+*110.00 + +++ *100.004101.00 
London ...++++++ 110.00 .... 107.00 110.00 
Manchester ...... 110.00 cece eevee eeee 
Marseilles ....... 157.60 ° ooee ooes 
Rotterdam + 161.00 152.00 .... 
St. John’s, N. F.. 50.00 pe 96am. ecoe 

Rate from Newport Nowe to Amsterdam, 
$1.53; Glasgow, $1; London, $1.10; Rotter- 
dam, $1.62. 

*April shipment from West. t¥For offer. 


tMay shipment from Weat. 

The rates quoted on sacked flour are sub- 
respect to the 
quantity, period of shipment and/or specific 


Ject 


steamer or sailing date. 


to confirmation with 


All contracts and 


all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 
“War 
adopted by the respective steamship services. 


press 


stipulations 


of 


the 


LAKE-AND-RAIL RATES 
Lake-and-ralil rates on flour and feed for 


the 


1916 season, 


effective with 
Huron & Duluth Steamship Co. 
It is assumed that the 


20, are given below. 


same rates will 
cents per 100 ibs 


To— 
AlD@ny .-eccceee 
Baltimore 
Balitimore* 
Baltimoret 
Binghamton .... 
Boston 
Boston* 
Bostont 
Buffalo 
COrTmiIng «cecceee 
EIMIra secceseee 
Erle 
Hornellsville eves 
IQKha@cam ..ceeeeves 
Montreal ....... 
Montreal® ...... 
Mount Morris.. 
Newport News*t. 
New York ... 
New York* 
New Yorkt 





they 


we 
nd 


ayer 
Boansconsonamoounsn 


onmxno 


be OO & be BG DS DO DD DO DO to 
SSL SSSSSSASES 


bo 
ded 
ao 


20.6 


Rates from Duluth are be less, 


*Applies on 
rail, 


flour for export only. 
tExport shipment of grain products 


Clause” 


the Port 
on March 


apply over other lines. In 

are: 
To— 

Ogdensburg ..... 25.0 
Philadelphia .... 21.0 
Philadelphia® ... 18.5 
Philadeiphiat ... 18.6 
Pittston ...++-+. 21.0 
Portland ........ 26.0 
Portiand® ....... 19.6 
Punxsutawney .. 20.0 
Quebec ...... 29.6 
Richfleld Springs 22.6 
Rochester ....... 20.0 
Rockland ....... 26.0 
Schenectady .... 22.6 
Scranton ..... e 21.0 
Stanstead ...... 26.0 
Syracuse ceeee 20.0 
TOF coccccccccce 22.6 
WER ccccccccce 21.0 
Wayland ....... 20.0 
Chicago (local).. 10.0 
Wilkes-Barre ... 21.0 


tAll- 


(except flour), including bran, oll cake, malt 


sprouts, etc, 

Export lake-and-rall rates on flour from 
Minneapolis in cents per 100 lbs: 

Through -——Proportionals to——, 

To— rate Duluth® East** Chgot Eastt 
Boston... 19.5 14.6 7.6 12 
New York. 19.5 5 14.5 7.6 12 
Philadelp’a 18.5 5 13.6 7.6 11 
Baltimore. 17. 5 12.6 7.6 10 
Portiand.. 19.6 5 14.6 7.6 12 
Montreal.. 18.5 6 13.6 7.6 11 

Bran, oil cake, malt sprouts and other 


grain products are lc higher via New York, 
Boston and Portland, 


to Duluth 6.1¢; 
mainder, 


*Minneapolis to Duluth, 


enst, 
cago east, 


making the proportion 
eastern roads take the re- 


**From Duluth 
t¥rom Chi- 


+Minneapolis to Chicago. 


SOUTHERN FLOUR RATES 
Freight rates on flour in sacks, cents per 


100 lbs, from Minneapolis and Chicago to 
the southern points named: 

To— Chicago Mpls 
TACkBONVINIE 6. cee cece eeene 29.4 39.0 
MACON .cssccccees 33.4 43.0 
New Orleans ....cecccccees 17.5 27.6 
Birmingham ...... 20.4 39.0 
Montgomery 29.4 39.0 
Bele occcccccee 29.4 39.0 
) | PPP TTETETU TTT 17.6 27.6 
TOMPA coccecccccessesvccce 29.4 42.0 
Atlanta ..... 31.4 41.0 
BAVENNAR. oc cccoccccccvcees 29.4 39.0 
BEE ctccccedcccvesceeces 32.4 42.0 
AUBUBER coccccccccscscseces 32.4 42.0 
Charleston 29.4 39.0 


DETROIT AND TOLEDO 


Rates on flour, in cents per 100 Ibs, from 
and Sandusky 


Detroit, Toledo 


named: 


Ex-lake Reship- 


Ex-lake export 


New York 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
Baltimore 
Richmond 
Norfolk ....6+65. 
Washington, D.C. 
Cumberland, Md., 

gg br va 

Pa., Piedmont, 

“vy a. 


Syracuse 
Rochester ...... 


to points 

Reship- 

ping 

ping export 
4 12 
16 12 
12 11 
11 10 
11 10 
11 10 
11 10 
10.6 ° 
13.6 ° 
12 ° 
11 ° 
11 ° 





March 29, 1916 


KANSAS CITY 
Rates on flour for domestic shipment, al!- 
rail, from Kansas City to points named, in 
cents per 100 Ibs: 


New York ...... 29.6 Scranton ....... 27.6 
Boston .........31.68 Baltimore ...... 26.8 
Philadelphia .... 27.6 Washington 


seve 26.8 
Detroit ...+++++-+ 20.3 


Pittsburgh ...... 20.6 
Rochester ....... 26.6 


Albany ........- 28.8 
Syracuse ........ 26.56 Cleveland ....... 21.3 
Va. com. points.. 23.7 Louisville ....... 19.8 

Inland rates, all-rail, on flour for export, 
Kansas City to ports named: 
Boston .......-+ 26.8 Baltimore ...... 24.8 
New York ...... 26.8 Halifax ...+.++++ 27.8 
Virginia ports...22.0 Montreal ....... 26.8 
Philadelphia .... 26.8 Portland, Me.... 26.8 
St. John, N. B... 26.8 

Rates on flour in sacks, prompt shipment, 
via Atlantic ports, all-rail, Kansas City to 
ports named, in cents per 100 Ibs: 





-Aberdeen ......121.8 Hull ....++++++-316.8 
Amsterdam ....177.8 Leith ....+++++-41218 
Bristol .........126.8 Liverpoo! . «126.8 
Copenhagen ....168.8 London .. -131.8 
Christiania ..... 168.8 Manchester ....126.8 
Baltic basing....168.8 MNeweastle ......120.8 
Glasgow .......126.8 Rotterdam .....176.8 
8ST. LOUIS 
Nominal rates on flour in sacks, in cents 


per 100 Ibe, from St. Louis or East St. Louls 
to foreign ports: 


Aberdeen .....117.80 Glasgow ......117.80 
Amsterdam ...168.80 Leith .........112.80 
Bristol ........117.80 Liverpool ..,..107.80 
Christiania ....142.80 London .......117.80 
Copenhagen ...142.80 Manchester ...117.80 


--117.80 Rotterdam ....167.80 
on flour im sacks, 


Dundee ..... 
Domestic rates, all-rail, 


in cents per 100 ibs: 


New York ..... 20.60 Baltimore’..... 17.60 
Boston ........ 22.60 Washington ... 17.560 
Philadelphia ... 18.60 Detroit ........ 10.90 
Buffalo . 14.00 Newport News.. 17.60 
Albany ........ 19.80 Richmond, Va.. 17.50 
Syracuse .......17.60 Rochester ..... 17.60 
Va. com, points. 17.60 Cleveland ...... 11.90 
Scranton ....... 18.60 Indianapolis ... 8.30 
CHICAGO 


Rates on flour for domestic shipment, 
all-rail, from Chicago to points named, in 
cents per 100 Ibs: 


Baltimore ......14.6 Boston ......... 19.5 
Rochester ......14.6 Philadelphia .... 16.5 
TrOY «ceceeeeess 16.8 Pittsburgh ...... 9.7 
Syracuse ........14.6 Albany ......... 16.8 
New York ...... 17.6 





Fort William and Port Arthur Stocks 

The following table shows stocks of grain 
in store at above points for week ending 
March 17, in bus (000's omitted): 


Wheat Oats Barley Flax 
SS Serer re - 4,335 1,028 441 
DED. cas rcaweds 1,764 539 134 202 
Consolidated ...... 1,238 314 41 106 
er 1,395 161 71 eee 
WOMGTR secicosve 1,556 267 43 137 
. Te Ge. GR cs ecece 1,608 646 184 ° 
Fort William ..... 1,051 269 56 26 
DEED sebadeceas 1,149 374 52 eee 
Th Ma Wr ahence occas 3,467 2,269 146 110 
Can. Northern .... 6,217 2,366 451 109 
Horn & Co, 224 166 23 200 
Government ...... 2,035 1,033 128 90 
Totals ... -- 25,628 9,412 1,770 980 
WOOP BHO cicee 7,680 2,969 342 O86 
Receipts ......+4+. 1,808 672 64 26 
Shipments ....... 22 423 7 & 
Storage aflioat..... 2,447 974 . 
Year ago ......++- 283 eee 
STOCKS BY GRADE (000's omitted) 
Wheat Bus Oats Bus 
Né. 1 hard ...¢> Te Noe. 1 CO. Woesecs 109 
No. 1 northern,.12,072 No, 2 C. W...... 4,676 
No, 2 northern..6,331 No, 3 C. W...... 2,121 
No. 3 northern..3,5670 Ex. 1 feed ..... 716 
Mee. @ vecccsecsss E,TtS OCR cccsvseve 1,890 
OCORCTD cccvccvce 2,714 —_—— 
-_——- WOR) . cvcocece 9,412 
POCRS seccace 36,628 
United States Visible Grain Supply 
Visible supply of grain in the United 
States In bus (000's omitted): 
ee March 25 —-\ 
Wheat Corn Oats Rye Briy 
Baltimore 1,201 1,660 462 784 487 
Boston ..... 106 142 261 5 61 
Buffalo ..... 3,203 2,124 1,300 268 81 
Afloat 2,306 ese 277 cee 49 
Chicago 4,176 10,4023 6,760 141 375 
Afloat oe 826 ees ese 
Detroit 350 592 385 142 os 
Duluth ..... 15,107 ee 675 24 911 
Afloat .... 768 ows o8 oe eee 
Galveston ... 1,560 657 . 
Indianapolis. 253 789 287 ° 
Kanegas City. 6,516 6,332 699 74 eee 
Milwaukee... 19 871 689 43 126 
Minneapolis... 12,525 102 3,299 386 248 
New Orleans. 2,606 478 130 ° 
Newp. News. 120 tie 515 h eee 
New York... 3,028 304 656 41 355 
Afloat oe - eee 12 eee —ae 
Omaha ..... 1,128 1,214 819 a4 36 
Peoria ...... 9 563 217 e° oe 
Philadelphia. 609 368 454 111 83 
St. Louls.... 1,011 382 652 11 36 
Toledo , eee 1,046 386 140 1 sHe 
Totals .... 58,567 28,191 18,509 2,069 2,847 
Mar. 18, 1916 61,174 26,717 18,747 2,147 2,932 
Mar. 27, 1915 42,315 35,320 27,202 767 3,092 
Mar. 28, 1914 53,625 19,755 19,797 1,439 4,388 
Mar. 29, 1913 655,996 21,494 13,115 1,063 2,558 
Changes for the week: Decreases-—Wheat, 
2,617,000 bus; oats, 238,000; rye, 78,000; bar- 
ley, 856,000. Increase—Corn, 1,474,000 bua. 
The government of South Australia 


has about concluded to set aside $4,866,- 
000 for the construction of grain eleva- 
tors. New South Wales proposes to in- 
vest $9,733,000 for the same purpose. 
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THE WORLD’S WHEAT 


Weaker Markets—Bearish Statistice—Good 
Supplies In Prospect—The Freight 
Situation—Geod Crop Accounts 
(By Our London Correspondent.) 


Loxvoy, March 1,—The slump in prices 
on your side, which has occurred in face 
of the reports of frost damage to the 
winter wheat crop, is attracting some at- 
tention, and cargoes, which have for some 
time been very sparingly offered and 
firmly held, are 1@2s per qr down on the 
week, 

Another bearish factor was the heavy 
hipments to Europe, the total being 
90,000 qrs larger at 1,585,000, the con- 
tribution from the United States and 
Canada being heavier, while Australia 
loaded 192,000 qrs, against 18,000 in the 
previous week. ‘The increase in the quan- 
lity afloat amounted to 635,000 qrs, at 
»,870,000, and the quantity on passage to 
(‘nited Kingdom is 215,000 qrs larger. 

The consumptive demand in the United 
Kingdom has been on restricted lines, as 
inillers have fair working stocks on hand. 
{he week’s imports showed an increase of 
15 per cent, but prices are high, and Eng- 
lish wheat has advanced, the Gazette price 
being 1s 3d higher at 58s 2d, which is 2s 
ibove last year’s figure. 

The position of supply is as bearish as 
ever. It is pointed out that Argentina 
ind Australia can give us 20,000,000 to 
15,000,000 qrs, and it is expected that 
there will be in India 1,000,000 qrs for 
vovernment purchase and shipment. The 
Canadian quota will be considerable, ton- 
uage for which is said to have been se- 
ured, Another authority argues that 
Canada and Australia can easily spare 
1,000,000 qrs in the six months ending 
June 30. this points to smaller require- 
nents of American wheat to Europe dur- 
ng the rest of the present season. 

The transport difficulty will be the only 
obstacle. At the moment there is not 
nuch relief, as only a few ships have been 
‘cleased by the admiralty. There is 
lackness in chartering, but more than 
inything else it is due to the shortage of 
onnage in all directions. The Plate is a 
firm market, with forward boats quoted 
it higher rates. 

It is reported that a large quantity of 
\ustralian wheat has been secured for 
I'rance, and a share of this weck’s in- 
crease in shipments may be consigned to 
that country. In Australia the govern- 
ment plan for handling wheat is work- 
ing very successfully, and farmers are 
recognizing the benefits accruing there- 
from, especially as they have had an ad- 
ance of 6d per bu, to 3s on the price 
they receive on delivery. When expenses 
ire paid, every penny of the price ob- 
tained will go into the pocket of the 
farmer. 

The question as to how much the Brit- 
ish government has bought and shipped is 
heing discussed, and the trade desires 
that the government shall publish weekly 
the quantity shipped on government ac- 
count and the countries of origin, The 
corn trade associations also ask that, ex- 
cept in an > the government 
reserves of wheat shall be held over un- 
til three months after the declaration of 
peace, 

In this country the weather has been 
wet and stormy, and a drier period is 
desirable in order to put the land into 
condition for the working of the spring 
crop. Snow fell over the greater part of 
the country, which will be beneficial. The 
autumn-sown crop is reported to be fully 
up to an average promise. 

In France the temperature is about 
freezing point, but it is good for the crop, 
which has snow protection. The colder 
weather has dndial the rapid develop- 
ment and destroyed vermin. There has 
heen a good deal of snow and rain, but 
the snow was welcome, coming before the 
frost. A spell of dry weather, however, 
is necessary for spring sowing. The area 
at 12,435,000 acres is 8.6 per cent below 
last year; rye at 2,275,000 acres shows a 
decrease of 11.4 per cent. 

In Holland, owing to the heavy rains, 
much of the land is inundated and field- 
work is suspended, 

In Germany the weather is reported as 
more seasonable., 

In Italy there is still need of rain, but 
the weather is colder and advices are 
fairly good, 

In Spain and Portugal the weather is 


‘lake ports. 
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more seasonable. Frosts have checked 
the too ra dev and as a con- 


. The area in Spain is given as 


cent; rye at 1,7 
nerease of 21 per cent. 

In Russia the weather is more settled 
and rather mild, and the crop in most 
cases is satisfactory. The central statis- 
tical committee gives a Deg qed esti- 
mate for 1915, not including the territory 
held by the enemy, of 870,320,000 poods, 
against 867,959,000 in 1914. 

North African reports continue fairly 
satisfactory, the recent ious rains hav- 
ing been very beneficial, although in some 
sections they may cause a slight reduc- 
tion in acreage. 

In India the recent rains have improved 
crop p in several provinces. Con- 
ys aw bond are normal, with the 
position generally satisfactory. The sec- 
ond official forecast of the North-West 
Provinces gives a wheat area of 851,000 
acres, against 1,176,000 last year. 

The Australian outlook remains favor- 
able, and statements issued point to the 
— being well maintained. The late- 

arvested crop, however, is rather in- 
ferior and averages only about 61 lbs per 
bu. According to mail advices the yield 
is given as 165,000,000 bus, or 60 per cent 
above the record crop of two years ago. 

In Argentina, fine weather and high 
temperature prevail throughout the grain 
belt, but crop accounts continue good 
and prospects are fairly satisfactory. 


MINNEAPOLIS AND NORTHWEST 


(Continued from page 856.) 





‘sale, the best bids obtainable are 10c 


under to May price, as the quality of 
some of it is not desirable for milling. 

Speaking of current American and 
Canadian wheat prices, a prominent Min- 
neapolis grain man is of the opinion that 
with Winnipeg wheat 3c bu under Du- 
luth, on the opening of navigation on the 
Great Lakes, exporters will discriminate 
against Duluth in favor of Winnipeg. 
He figures that the heavy Canadian wheat 
is worth 2@3c bu more than is Duluth 
wheat. The same is also true as to Cana- 
dian oats, which are selling for less 
money than northwestern oats, yet weigh 
at least two ounces to the bushel more. 

TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 

Thomas E. Sands, Minneapolis, general 
freight agent of the Soo road, has been 
made freight traffic manager. 

The Port Huron & Duluth line has 
placed an embargo against eastbound 
Shipments of flour and feed, until the 
freight congestion east of Port Huron 
has been relieved. 

As illustrating what effect the freight 
congestion in the East has had on ship- 
ments, it is stated that some flour and 
feed shipped from the Northwest last 
December has not yet reached the buyers 
in Boston. 

While abnormally high freights are of- 
fered for grain, Duluth to Buffalo, for 
the opening of navigation, package car- 
riers are inclined to back away from 
them, fearing indefinite delays at eastern 
It is believed that elevator 
facilities at Buffalo are inadequate to 
promptly unload the large number of ves- 
sels already chartered to go east with 
grain at the opening of navigation. 

Judge Hale, in the district court at 
Minneapolis, has upheld the ruling of the 
Minnesota Railroad Commission that the 
Railway Transfer Co., a belt line, is a 
part of the terminal of the Minneapolis 
& St. Louis road. The effect is that the 
$1.50 per car charged for switching cars 
between the tracks of that road and mills 
and elevators is held to be illegal. The 
case will probably be appealed to the 
state Supreme Court. 

Based on all-rail carriage to the At- 
lantic seaboard through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (March 28) 
quoted, in cents aed 100 Ibs, for prompt 
shipment (14 days): To Amsterdam, 
174.3; Baltic basis, 162.3; Bristol, 122.3 
(April shipment from West); Christi- 
ania, 162.3; Copenhagen, 162.3; Cardiff, 
128.3 (April shipment from West); Dun- 
dee, 137.3; Glasgow, 117.3 (for offer); 
Hull, 122.3; Liverpool, 120.3; London, 
131.3 (for offer); Manchester, 122.3 (for 
offer); Marseilles, 179.8; Rotterdam, 
173.3; St. John’s, N. F., 75.8. United 
Kingdom rates are nominal, 


RAILWAY MESSAGES 
Conference Rulings on the Question of Tele- 





It has come to the notice of The North- 
Western Miller that millers often resent 
refusal of “collect” messages by railway 
representatives in connection with the 
movement of freight over the railway 
company’s lines; also, the sending of mes- 
sages “collect” by railway agents under 
certain conditions. 


The railroads are not wholly free 
agents in connection with the sending and 
receiving of telegrams and long-distance 
telephone messages regarding traffic, but 
are bound by rules laid down by the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission. 

For the information of shippers who 
may be in doubt as to just what mes- 
sages railways may pay for, the following 
summary of Conference rulings of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission is pub- 
lished : 

Order No. 302—Telegrams relating to 
shipments. Telegraphic instructions or 
inquiries made by shippers to or of a car- 
rier in relation to their shipments may 
not properly be paid for by the carrier 
unless so provided in its published tariffs ; 
a telegram sent by the carrier to the 
shipper relating to his traffic, and his re- 
ply thereto, pertain to the business of the 
carrier and may be sent at its expense. 

Order No, 327—Telegrams from a 
shipper relating to his traffic must be 
paid for by him, but a carrier may law- 
fully answer such a message at its ex- 
pense. 

Order No. 351—Upon inquiry, under 
Conference ruling 327, whether carriers 
may send at their expense over shippers’ 
names telegrams directing the routing of 
certain traffic: Held, that carriers may 
not pay for such telegrams. 

Order No. 363—A carrier’s tariffs pro- 
vide that it will pay for telegrams by 
consignees to shippers when they contain 
nothing in addition to the necessary spe- 
cific instructions to route shipments over 
its rails: Held, that such a rule, when 
lawfully incorporated in the tariffs of a 
carrier, is not objectionable. 

Order No. 480—Telephone messages 
relating to shipments upon inquiry: Held, 
that Conference rulings 302, 327, 351, and 
363, regarding the exchange of messages 
between carrier and shippers, relate to 
telephone messages as well as to tele- 
grams. 





F. O. M. A. Convention 

Applications for floor and programme 
space for the Fraternity of Operative 
Millers of America annual convention, 
May 29-June 2, will close ready to go to 
the printers not later than April 20. The 
convention will be held in St. Louis this 
— and the Planters’ Hotel will be the 
rveadquarters. Local committees are 
working hard to make the event a success, 
and a large attendance is expected. 





Will Continue Grain Rules 


Mownraeat, Que., March 27.—A meet- 
ing of the Dominion grain commissioners 
was held in Montreal March 23 at 
Trade, presided over by Dr. R. Magill, 
chairman, and W, Staples. The most im- 
portant matter taken up was the question 
as to whether to extend to the coming 
season the experimental arrangements in 
effect last year in connection with over- 
ages and shortages on outturn of grain 
cargoes on inland vessels. 

It was decided, by practically unani- 
mous consent of all the interests con- 
cerned, that last year’s arrangements 
should be continued this season without 
change. In reaching this decision most 
of the elevators from Fort William East 
were represented with a large delegation 
of inland vessel owners, headed by their 
legal adviser. 

Another important move was a decision 
to form a grain clearance association for 
the adjustment of differences in short- 
ages and overages between elevators 
and lake carriers. The following were 
appointed to take up the work of or- 
ganization for this: A. A. Wright, King- 
ston; D. Horner or F. H. Piper, repre- 
senting theselevators at the Head of the 
Lakes; Major Seath, of the Montreal 
harbor commissioners; and W. T. Stead, 
of the Maple Leaf Elevator Co., Port 
Colborne. 

During the period in which the present 


fate spent plan had been in force 
rman Magill stated that 60,045,721 
bus wheat had been shipped to Canadian 
ports and 101,705,000 to American ports; 
21,500,000 bus oats to Canadian ports and 
3,000,000 to American ports; 2,750,000 bus 
barley to Canadian ports and 2,000,000 to 
American ports. In the same period east- 
ern elevators got roughly 100,000 bus of 
grain to divide among themselves on 
overages. Tuomas S. Bark. 





COOPERS’ CHIPS 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
15,900 barrels for the week ending Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 68,800 patent ps, 58,400 
wire hoops. 

For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by three Min- 
neapolis shops, as follows: elm staves, 9 
cars; heading, 2; patent hoops, 1; wire 
hoops, 1; hickory hoops, 1; total cars, 14. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by 
three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 

o—-——— Bales ————-_. Make 
1916 1915 1914 1913 1916 
Mar. 25.°16,180 8,525 80,286 21,485 16,425 
Mar, 18. 12,946 11,860 23,490 28,910 20,770 
Mar. 11. 20,260 12,240 26,075 20,090 20,590 
Mar. 4. 22,290 20,305 24,695 31,760 18,766 

*These figures include 654 half-barrels, 
two half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 

Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 


Michigan elm staves, M........ $10.00 @10.26 
Ss BOO. GE 665.000 600600008 9.560@ 9.76 
Basswood heading, set ........ 7 @i%e 
Birch heading, 17%-inch, set... 7 @i7%ec 
Patent hoops, 6 ft.. M.......... 10.60@11,00 
Patent hoops, 6% ft., M........ 9.60@190.00 
Dirch staves, BM .ncsccccccscces 9.26@ 9.76 
EGE WONUE BE cccsecivescoess 9.26@ 9.76 
meeeneey MOUS, FF oc evcccneceie 6.00@ 6.60 


Head linings, cariload, M ....... 30@ «40 
Head linings, small lots, M..... 40@ .60 
Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 
No. r-—Barrels—. No. 1915 


shops sold made shops sold 
Mar. 26.... 6 5,220 3,735 5 2,726 
Mar. 18.... 6 3,780 4,060 5 3,660 
Mar, 11,... 6 6,700 7,940 4 2,490 
Mar, 4,... 6 6,965 4,260 5 1,745 


Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault, New Uim, Red Wing, Shakopee and 
Winona. 

The same shops unloaded 1 car of heading 

Weekly Vlour Exports 

New York, March 28 (Special Telegram) 

Exports of flour, given in barrels, from all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for weeks ending on 
following dates, were: Mar. 27 Mar. 28 

Destination Mar. 25 Mar. 18 1915 1914 


London ........ 16,913 65,307 17,429 17,286 
Liverpool ...... 27,472 16,067 19,228 7,186 
Glasgow ....... 562,674 37,000 26,036 22,232 
Leith coeeeee 88,3897 26,000 ..... Tere 
MUU eh bbverecte seune Ome sesse 1,964 
Bristol .aee 6,026 16,121 10,000 
Southampton .. ° 2 beeve eeeee 1,072 
Manchester .... GGG cacce 26660 714 
France ........198,749 129,239 17,700 ° 

BOONES ceccccce cvece 6,263 6,602 ... 

ARCWOFD cecccs seovee coves covosee 46.066 
DE  ,cc4ee 6ened e0060 6beu% 16,663 
MVGUMOR cccccse cetee eens sense 2,166 
PORGCOTGOEE 6250 cecce cesses seeccs 12,339 


Rotterdam e° 1,000 70,992 11,340 
ee 18,679 6,231 48,659 


3 f 006 


Copenhagen . ‘ SB.008 ceocse 
Norway, Sweden 20,245 69,206 2,806 
BRAIF cosccocees GG,CGO i ccess seers esoee 
COBB coscovcccs 26,274 11,759 38,548 8,260 
MEOFEE ccccccece 1,696 1,429 3,014 3,600 
San Domingo .. 220 S689 cece a9 


Other W. L'a... 18,933 16,283 19,294 26,220 
Cen, America... 10,000 10,000 7,000 6,000 
URE scecvcccce 278 16,301 15,436 15,263 


Other 8. A. ... 1,060 12,649 3,672 7,660 
B. N. America. mee ones 76 2,146 
Otherm ......+. 2,711 3,238 226 60,374 

BORIS covcces 475,767 468,677 312,864 288,076 


Exports for Week Ending March 18, 1916 


Wheat Corn Flour Oats 

From— bus bus bbie bus 
New York..2,273,337 14,939 136,718 363,572 
Portland, 

Maine ... 696,000  ..... 32,000 ° 
Boston «+ 472,260 ..... 107,742 444,849 
Philadeip’a. 758,000 ctece BOOe. dvsden 
Baltimore... 870,605 616,729 60,222 1,090,112 
ees Wile a0éeke 60600 1,000 ows 
Newp. News 442,000 ses 88,000 1,902,000 
N, Orleans... 259,000 400,000 61,000 2,000 
Galveston.. 947,000 Hess e806e Sius 
St. John, 

N. B. . 17,000 


455,000 


2 931,668 468,677 8,793,533 


Tota., wk.7,173,102 
Prev. week.7,287,163 969,438 246,970 1,831,353 
U. K'’gdom.4,121,423 338,666 156,463 
Continent ..2,972,662 396,792 287,576 
8. and Ctl 

p< |. ETE eee 28,604 
W. Indies $3,060 
Other 


countries. 79,017 201,219 3,084 


Totals 7,173,102 931,668 468,677 


Summary of U. 8. and Canadian Exports 

July 1, 

1915, to Same time 

Mar. 18,1916 last year 

Wheat, bus . 241,449,666 238,798,541 

Flour, bbia ........ - 10,763,011 10,779,645 

Totals as wheat, bus. 289,828,115 287,306,493 

Cerm, BUD osccvccccee 16,274,305 22,623,408 

Gate, DUB ccccccccees 65,864,994 62,192,678 
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The output of flour by mills repre- 
sented at Toledo, with a combined weekly 
capacity of 48,000 bbls, for the week 
ending March 25 was 30,000, or 621% per 
cent of capacity, compared with 22,800, 
or 471%, per cent, the previous week, 16,- 
900, or 35 per cent, a year avo, 30,700, or 
64 per cent, two years ago, and 12,300, or 
25, per cent, three years ago. 

Last week was the quietest the mills 
have known for some time. Although the 
market was reasonably steady at an ad- 
vance of about 2c over the close of the 
previous. week, this did not stimulate 
buying. Buyers were out of the market. 
Possibly the inability of the market to 
register any material advance and _ its 
want of strength have served to confirm 
buyers in their bearish feeling. 

As stocks of soft winter wheat flour are 
comparatively light in nearly all posi- 
tions, there should be some buying on the 
lower levels, but it was not in evidence 
last week. It is believed that stocks must 
be replenished shortly. 

Only a small amount of export business 
was done. Last week was the first in 
some time that some of the mills have 
gone without making export sales. 

Feed was in better demand at advanced 
prices. Both bran and middlings were a 
good sale at 25@50c ton over prices of 
the previous week. It almost looked as if 
a sharp advance in feed prices was im- 
minent. 


CROP REPORTS 


March 21-22 this section had the heavi- 
est fall of snow of the winter, accom- 
panied by heavy winds of almost blizzard 
proportions. Possibly the fall was six or 
eight inches. Later in the week it turned 
warmer, Saturday being very springlike, 
and the snow was melting fast. Wheat- 
fields have been exposed all winter, and 
any damage occurring has already been 
done. The only significance attaching to 
snow or rain at this time is in the mois- 
ture furnished, but there has been no cry- 
ing need for this. 

OHIO 


Dayton, looks like some oats will go 
into wheatfields; North Baltimore, wheat- 
fields look bad, freezes hard at night; 
Danville, wheat beginning to look very 
bad; Chickasaw, growing wheat looks 
poor and lot of it frozen dead; Bain- 
bridge, lots of complaints on growing 
wheat being — -killed; Athens, wheat 
looking fair; Navarre, growing crop not 
looking very good; New Bremen, some 
farmers holding wheat on account of poor 
prospects for new crop; New Concord, 
wheat here has not suffered as in other 
sections; New Lexington, wheat in bad 
shape, farmers say badly lifted out of 
the ground; Tiffin, growing wheat looks 
fairly good with the exception of a few 
fields not tiled; Wilkesville, growing 
wheat looking good; Delaware, farmers 
report wheat badly damaged; Upper 
Sandusky, bad weather for growing 
wheat; Marysville, wheat damaged in this 
section; Kings Creek, early sown wheat 
looks good; Garrettsville, growing crop 
looking bad, many farmers estimate 50 
per cent crop. 

INDIANA 

Anderson, too early to tell much about 
the condition of wheat; Aurora, growing 
crop prospects very poor; Danville, 
farmers report growing wheat looking 
bad; Farmersburg, wheat looking bad, no 
grain moving; Jamestown, growing crop 


looks bad, with not over 40 per cent of 
acreage out; 
this locality 


Leesburg, growing wheat in 
injured some by freezing 





and thawing weather; New Palestine, 
growing wheat badly frozen out; Rising 
Sun, growing crop looking fairly well; 
Bedford, condition of growing crop very 
unfavorable; Bloomington, wheat looks 
bad; Carmel, quite a lot of complaints of 
growing wheat; Fort Wayne, wheat acre- 
age about 50 per cent winter-killed, ap- 
parently we will have a very small crop 
of new wheat; Hartford City, farmers 
reporting growing wheat badly damaged 
and acreage sown very small; Mooresville, 
about 40 per cent of an average acreage 
out and much of this will be plowed up; 
Noblesville, wheat all through this sec- 
tion looks like winter-killing had gotten in 
its work; Osgood, growing crop looks 
bad; Sardinia, farmers dissatisfied on 
wheat outlook, seeding to oats; Scotsburg, 
wheat condition poor; Swayzee, prospects 
for wheat in this section look bad; Tip- 
ton, three-fourths will be put into oats. 


MICHIGAN 


Allegan, farmers think the new crop 
very poor, too much freezing weather; 
Ann Arbor, weather very bad for grow- 
ing wheat; Chesaning, cold and freezing 
weather not good for wheat; Dowagiac, 
ground bare, freezing and _ thawing; 
Hastings, wheat looking fairly well; Im- 
lay City, wheat prospects poor; Monroe, 
outlook for growing crop only fair. 

It should not be overlooked that many 
farmers have wheat to sell, and that this 
might incline them to give out bullish 
reports. 

WHEAT MOVEMENT 


The wheat movement is almost nil. 
Mills report receiving almost no accept- 
ances on bids. There is plenty of wheat, 
but it is not coming out. Farmers be- 
lieve in higher prices, and some will carry 
their wheat over into another crop rather 
than sell at present basis. It rather looks 
as if good soft winter wheat, suitable for 
milling, if the farmers continue to hold, 
might be a scarce article before another 
The situation threatens to become 


crop. 
a tight one. It is up to tne farmer; ap- 
parently he holds the whip hand. A 


sharp demand for flour would accentuate 
the situation. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 


Fifteen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, including those at Toledo, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 106,260 
bbls, for the week ending March 25 made 
63,134, or 59 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 70,842, or 54 per cent, the 
previous week, by 18 mills of 130,260 bbls 
weekly capacity. 

Commenting on the flour and feed situ- 
ation, these mills report: Flour fair, feed 
dull...Flour dull; feed active, selling 
faster than mills make it...Flour im- 
proving, feed good...Flour fair, feed 
active...Flour fair, feed greatly im- 
proved...Flour dull, feed fair...Flour 
good, feed good...Flour quiet, feed fair. 

One mill reports foreign shipment of 
500 bags. 

Among the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 
Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy. 
Harter Milling Co., Toledo. 
National Milling Co., Toledo. 
Northwestern Elev. & Mill Co., Toledo. 


INDIANA 


Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis. 
Goshen Milling Co., Goshen. 
Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 
Noblesville Milling Co., Noblesville. 


MICHIGAN 
Amendt Milling Co., Monroe. 
Eldred Mill Co., Jackson. 
Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach. 


Peninsular Milling Co., Flint. 
Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids. 


NOTES 
W. F. Steele, of the Marshall (Minn.) 
Milling Co., was in Toledo last week. 
It was reported in Toledo last week 





that a new embargo had been put on the 
Boston & Albany and Boston & Maine 
railroads. 

Charles W. Avery, representing the 
Lonsdale Grain Co., Kansas City, Mo., 
was in Toledo calling on the millers 
March 23. 

Out of 184 reports at Cincinnati last 
week, 135 stated that the condition of the 
growing wheat was poor or very poor, 47 
fair, and two good; average, 31 per cent 
short of last year. 

‘ Harry E. Hooker, who has been secre- 
tary of the Michigan State Millers’ Asso- 
ciation for a number of years, has re- 
signed and will hereafter devote his entire 
time to the practice of law at Lansing, 
Mich. 

The Michigan State Millers’ Associa- 
tion has forwarded to Michigan senators 
and representatives at Washington a pe- 
tition against the repeal of the mixed- 
flour law, signed by a majority of its 
membership. 

The annual meeting of the Ohio Mill- 
ers’ State Association will be held at 
Dayton Anpril 26-27. Ladies are to be 
invited. This is in the nature of an in- 
novation. Local arrangements will be in 
charge of a special committee consisting 
of John W. Durst, president, Dayton; 
M. L. Finnell, Osborn; L. C. Unase, Troy ; 
F. E. Barker, Hamilton; R. D. Patton, 
Springfield. 





INDIANA 

InpIANAPOLIS, Inp., March 27.—The 
flour business throughout Indiana is end- 
ing March about as lamblike as it began 
it, and the best thing millers can say of 
the situation is that if there is any change 
at all it will have to be for the better. 
Mills appear to have booked up abun- 
dantly with brokers, who in turn have 
been underselling them. Now that this 
account is about: wiped off the slate, the 
mills are hopeful for better conditions. 
Trading last week was practically at a 
standstill. Buyers were discouraged by 
the unbroken decline in wheat. 

At the close the market was at least 
15¢ below the first of the week, and only 
a scattered local business was booked at 
this dip. From almost every section of 
the state millers are bewailing the fact 
that it is hard to get cars for even the 
small business they are doing to the East 
and South. 

Feed in strong demand, with prices 
steady with a week ago. The continued 
uncertainty in wheat has almost stopped 
its arrival at the mills. 

NOTES 

Flour production last week, 9,755 bbls. 

Fire damaged the Grocers’ Baking 
Co.’s plant in this city last week. Origin 
unknown. 

A number of mills are branding flour 
sacks “Bleached,” following the agitation 
along this line. 

Quotations: soft winter patent, in jute, 
$5.05@5.15 bbl; No. 2 wheat, $1.08 bu; 
mixed feed, $24 ton. 

Weevils seem to be doing much dam- 
age. One elevator at Warsaw reports 
hundreds of bushels of wheat destroyed. 

Reports continue to tell of damage 
done the wheat crop in this state, and 
many localities announce that farmers 
are plowing up the crop. 

The Bingham-Hewitt-Scholl Co., In- 
dianapolis, has been organized to conduct 
grain elevators. Capital, $75,000. Direc- 
tors: Harry H. Bingham, Leonard A. 
Hewitt and Fred A. Scholl. 

Reports to the state association regard- 
ing the cost of making a barrel of flour 
have been received following the request 
from the secretary a week ago. The range 
of these estimates is from 50 to 60c. 

Fire destroyed the large flour ware- 
house of Ziliak & Schaefer at Evansville 
early in the week. Loss estimated at 
$25,000. Besides. heavy loss of flour, a 
number of horses were burned. This firm 
owned the flour mill at Haubstadt, which 
burned some time ago. Loss only partly 
covered by insurance. 

The Akin-Erskine Milling Co., Evans- 
ville, makes this comment on conditions in 
Indiana: “Better export inquiries are 
coming in than of late, and some book- 
ings have been made this week. We be- 
lieve that the pendulum has swung too 
far on the down side and, with the bad 
crop reports coming from every direction, 
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that prices are now on a safe basis. While 
the demand for flour is light at this time, 
there should be good buying when the 
market takes a turn for the ter.” 

. M. Pearson. 


MICHIGAN 

Detroit, Micu., March 27.—Detroit 
millers experienced a good demand for 
flour last week, and total sales were 
equal to production. Business was satis- 
factory in all departments. The South 
was a moderate buyer, taking small lots 
but a fair total. The domestic East was 
an active buyer, and there were satisfac- 
tory sales at near-by points. No change 
was noted in prices, and the tone of the 
market was firm ‘at the close. 

While the week was one of sharp fluc- 
tuations in wheat, the range was not wide 
and had little effect on flour prices. De- 
troit mills are well supplied with orders 
and, as a rule, have been able to move 
their product, notwithstanding embar- 
goes. In some directions there is im- 
provement in transportation, but it is still 
next to impossible to move goods east via 
the Grand Trunk or Canadian Pacific. 
Shipping directions are satisfactory. 

Spring wheat flour is a trifle higher 
and quiet. Only a few large bakers in 
this territory remain as buyers, and these 
appear in no hurry to anticipate their 
wants for the final months of the crop 
year. Trade was chiefly in small lots for 
immediate delivery, and there was no 
special feature to the business. Agents 
of northwestern mills report little doing. 

Rye flour is in active demand and 
prices are 10c lower. Exporters want the 
product, but the prices they name are 
usually too low, and business is nearly 
all domestic. 

Rolled oats are firm and quiet. De- 
mand for corn meal is brisk, and some 
sales were made last week for export to 
the West Indies. Domestic demand is 
active and the market steady. 

The feed market is weak. Bran ind 
standard middlings are off $1, while all 
others are unchanged. “The mills were 
loaded up with bran, and made lower 
prices in order to move it. Corn goods 
are steady. 

Cash wheat was hampered a great deal 
by lack of cars and inability of the roads 
to handle shipments to certain points, 
but trade was better than in any other of 
the grains. Eastern mills were buyers, 
and in nearly all cases these are not at 
embargoed points. Receipts of wheat 
were not large, as the farmers are not 
satisfied with prices and the roads are 
not able to handle the cars. 

Damage reports from state points were 
quieted for the time by an ample fall of 
snow early last week. Fields were cov- 
ered to a depth of several inches, and all 
agree that the situation has been im- 
proved. There is a general feeling, how- 
ever, that growing weather will show 
much injury. 





DETROIT FLOUR PRODUCTION 

Detroit mills ran full time last week 
and made 16,200 bbls of flour, 100 per 
cent of capacity, compared with 14,000 
the week before, 8,200 a year ago and 
14,500 two years ago. 

NOTES 

R. W. Wood has established the De- 
troit Construction Co. to take care of 
millwright work in Detroit. 

The steamer Brown is _ discharging 
150,000 bus of spring wheat for the 
Commercial Milling Co. It has been held 
in store all winter. 

Robert Hart, of the Hart Milling & 
Power Co., Flushing, was in Detroit last 
week. The company furnishes light to 
many customers as well as supplying the 
needed flour. 

The federal grand jury brought in two 
indictments last week against F. W. 
Stock & Sons, the Hillsdale millers,. and 
one against the New York Central Rail- 
road Co., charging offenses against the 
interstate commerce act. The millers 
operate plants at Hillsdale and Litch- 
field. The government alleges that they 
shipped carloads of flour from Litch- 
field to Hillsdale, this flour being the 
product of Michigan wheat. It was re- 
shipped from Hillsdale to eastern points 
as the product of wheat originating in 
Chicago, and the government claims the 
shippers made a gain of 5c per 100 lbs 
by the transaction. 

JoHn Barr. 
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Up to Friday, wheat was sinking stead- 
ily in the c.i.f. market. On Monday there 
was a sharp drop in all positions, espe- 
cially in April-May wheat, and on Tues- 
day, at the Baltic, Manitoba wheat had 
slumped 2s 6d from the best prices of 
the previous day, equal to 74,c bu. Be- 
fore the close a good deal of this loss was 
made up, and today c.i.f. wheat is Is, or 
3c bu, better than on Monday. 

The recent gyrations in American 
markets have had some effect here, though 
there is an idea about that recent bear 
novements on the other side are largely 
due to an idea in America that the end 
f the war is nearer than people in 
surope suppose. 

The effect of the state of the wheat 
market on flour has been prejudicial to 
some extent, but there is_ gratification 
here that at last more reasonable flour 
offers are to hand. Some improvement 
in this direction had been noted for two 
or three weeks, but only in the last few 
days have we heard of offers of Manitoba 
exports at 45s and of Minnesota patents 
at 46s c.i.f. 

Not much business has passed, even on 
this basis, largely because of the freight 
question. Buyers here have suffered so 
much from long-delayed shipments that 
they are perhaps unduly shy of offers at 
reasonable prices. Within the last day or 
two there have been rumors of Canadian 
exports being offered at 44s c.i.f., and at 
this figure a little business seems to have 
passed, 

Two or three weeks ago a Minneapolis 
mill did business with this side in a useful 
patent at 46s 9d c.i.f., but later the price 
went to 47s@47s 3d. Recently there have 
been offers at 46s, and it is rumored even 
at 45s 9d c.i.f., for this mark. There is 
still irregularity in transatlantic c.i.f. 
prices, and Canadian offers as low as 44s 
or even 45s c.i.f. are only isolated cases. 

As for the spot market, over-sea flour 
of all kinds is so scarce that resellers 
have little power or even temptation to 
depress prices. A reseller will take 6d 
below what the first hand would require, 
and there it ends. Jobbing factors have 
run so low that there is still a steady, 
though restricted, inquiry. For anything 
on spot or near at hand, last week’s full 
rates can be made. 

The situation has altered so far to the 
disadvantage of the handler of over-sea 
flour that on Monday the mills here re- 
duced their price 1s, bringing households 
to 52s 6d, straights 53s, second patents 
54s, and firsts 54s 6d, all ex-mill. But as 
the mills here still keep to their 21 days’ 
limitation of sales, this drop had little 
effect on the foreign flour trade. 

Country flour, which seemed likely to 
go still higher, has come back, and today 
roller whites are not more than 44@44s, 
with straights at 45@46s, and patents 
46@47s, all ex-rail in London. This is 
rather in favor of over-sea flour, as high 
prices for the country-made article would 
check business in Minnesota patents or 
Canadian exports. 

Today American top spring wheat pat- 
ents are steady at 50s@5ls 6d ex-store, 
with Minnesota patents at 49@50s in the 
same position. 

Kansas patents are exceedingly scarce 
on spot, but a few good marks are heard 
of at 48s 6d@49s 6d, and seconds at 47s 
6d@48s, both ex-store. 

The very few American fancy clears 


available are priced at 47s@47s 6d, and 
first clears at 46@47s, ex-store. Ameri- 
can offers, either of clears or low-grade, 
attract little attention, because of the 
distant positions usually offered. 

Manitoba exports on spot are firm at 
49@50s, and Canadian short patents, us- 
ually good value, at 50s 6d@5ls, ex-store. 

There is a dearth here of over-sea soft 
wheat flours, and any good-class Oregon 
or similar patents are worth 48s ex-store. 
Canadian soft winter patents recently 
have been offered at 47s ex-store to ar- 
rive. A little Japanese is said to be 
available at 47s ex-store. 

In spite of a record crop, Australian 
millers are unable to offer us anything, 


apparently from lack of tonnage, and the, 


very little Australian flour now on spot is 
worth 48s ex-store. 

Oatmeal has been a great contrast to 
flour for six months as regards stability 
of prices. This week Aberdeen is a trifle 
easier at 20s per 112 lbs, but Midlothian 
is unaltered at 23s. Canadian coarse, 
medium and fine qualities are still at 
£19 10s per ton. 


ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 

Entries of foreign flour into London 
for two weeks, with the respective coun- 

tries of origin, in sacks of 280 lbs: 
Feb. 25 Feb. 18 
United States (Atlantic ports) 9,850 21,423 
GRR «ovatwiecvesinsecdduye 2,026 cece 
WARES occ tsecccvcsncasecduc 11,875 21,423 
Average receipts for four weeks end- 


ing: 








Feb. 25 Jan. 28 Dec. 31 


Foreign wheat* ...... 79,603 118,116 81,684 
British wheatft ....... 3,445 4,900 3,539 
Foreign flourt ....... 25,025 36,583 15,617 
Foreign and British 

GORGES accccriccocece 49,302 68,303 37,116 


*Qrs (480 Ibs). tSacks 


(280 Ibs). 
LONDON MONEY MARKET 
In the latter part of last week tax pay- 


TQrs (604 Ibs). 


.ments caused a fairly active demand for 


money, and loans are still in good request 
owing to cash displacements in connection 
with railway and other dividends. Day- 
to-day loans are obtainable at 4@41/ per 
cent, and seven-day loans at 41/. 

In the discount market, business re- 
mains quiet, but the tone is steady and 
there. are rather more bills on offer. 
Three months’ bank bills are offered at 
5 1-16@5¥% per cent, four months’ at 
5 3-16, six months’ at 5 5-16, and trade 
bills at 5%@6. The bank rate remains 
at 5 per cent. 

The American cable transfer rate to- 
day is $4.76%,@4.77. 


NOTES 


Minnesota patents have been offered 
here during the week at fairly reasonable 
prices and, being cheaper than Canadian 
flours, have attracted some attention, 
which resulted in a few sales. 

There is very little forward buying at 
the moment but reselling is fairly ac- 
tive, buyers being anxious to get rid of 
their arrivals of flour at the best possible 
price in view of the decline in the market. 

Thomas Williamson, vice-president St. 
Lawrence Flour Mills Co., Ltd., Mont- 
real, arrived in London a few days ago 
and has gone to Scotland to visit relatives 
and his business connections. He expects 
to return to London later on to meet his 
sons, who are both with the British ex- 
peditionary force in France. 


LIVERPOOL, FEB. 29 

The foreign flour market, in sympathy 
with the severe break in American quo- 
tations for both wheat and flour, has be- 
come unprofitable. Early last week, con- 
cessions by American flour shippers met 
with some response, but the further re- 
lapse brought business to a standstill. On 
spot there is practically nothing offering 
on resale. 


Owing to the lack of demand, it is im- 
possible to state actual selling values, but 
patents, both spring and winter, to arrive 
and near at hand, are obtainable from 
48s per 280 lbs, delivered terms. Buyers, 
however, abstain from making offers ex- 
cept for what they cannot do without. 

American and Canadian spring and 
winter wheat millers have lowered quo- 
tations 1@2s per 280 lbs c.i.f. Values 
are as follows: Minnesota patents from 
45s per 280 lbs, Canadian spring from 
44s 6d, and Kansas patents from 43s 6d, 
are 2s lower. Winters from 44s 6d are 
only 1s down. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
cluding Canada, to Liverpool last week 
were 11,000 280-lb sacks, and to the Unit- 
ed Kingdom 72,000, against 98,000 the 
same week last year. Since Aug. 1 the 
total to the United Kingdom is 2,732,000 
sacks, against 2,362,000 during the same 
period last season. 

Local millers have reduced their limits 
another Is per 280 lbs to the basis of 49s 
for bakers grade. Fresh business of any 
significance, however, has not matured, 
few bakers being hard pressed enough to 
pay present prices. 

Low-grade flours are not strongly of- 
fered on spot, and the price of ordinary 
bakers is fairly well maintained at about 
36s per 280 lbs. American shippers still 
ask 34s 6d c.i.f. for this grade, which is 
above buyers’ views. 

Australian flours for shipment have 
dropped Is 6d to 45s c.i.f., but there are 
no buyers. Pacific flours are not offered 
for shipment, from lack of tonnage. 


FROM THE TRADE 


Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: The 
extreme weakness in wheat in America 
has depressed the market, and buyers are 
holding off. However, at the beginning 
of the decline some St. Louis winter pat- 
ents were sold at 45s c.i.f. Dublin, and 
top spring patents to Liverpool at 45s 6d, 
both prompt mill shipment. Low-grades 
are dull, mills showing no inclination to 
reduce the price. Buyers are filling their 
requirements from hand to mouth. Or- 
dinary Minneapolis second clears are of- 
fered at 33s 6d c.i.f. Liverpool. There 
are no American offers of linseed cakes, 
and the market is clear of old stocks. 
Homemade cakes are very firm. No trade 
is passing with America in cottonseed 
meal, and quotations are nominal. 


SCOTTISH MARKETS, FEB. 28 


In sympathy with the setback in wheat 
in America, the market here has gone in 
a similar direction, with a corresponding 
decline in the prices of flour. This, how- 
ever, has not induced the bakers to buy 
liberally, as they are loath to commit 
themselves ahead, with the future so un- 
certain. The only business that can be 
concluded is near at hand, and the prices 
must be tempting. 

Some flours are at a level where the 
buying of them by the bakers is simply 
out of the question. Minnesotas are out 
of the running altogether, being quoted 
forward by the mills at something like 3s 
above purchasers’ ideas. 

The flour that is securing the best sale 
is Kansas. For a long time it was reck- 
oned too dear; now it is regarded as be- 
ing at a reasonable level. Something has 
been doing in second-grade Kansas at 
45s@45s 6d, but not a great deal. Ordi- 
nary patents are at 47s 6d@48s, and 
these have commanded a good deal of 
favor. 

In Manitobas a good business has been 
passing at 48@49s. Second grades are 
quoted at 46s 6d, and there has been 
some trading in them. A fair business 
for prompt shipment has also been done 
in 90 per cents at 46s, a decline of 1s for 
the week. 


American soft winters are at 49s 6d@ 
50s, and considerable quantities have 
changed hands. 

Home millers are -not in the running. 
They are asking 49@52s, and the latter 
price is one which bakers will not give 
even for a specially fine flour. 

Oatmeal steady but inactive. Scotch is 
quoted at 46s 6d@48s per 280 lbs, Irish 
at 46@47s, and Canadian at 43s 6d@ 
44s 6d. 

Imports at Glasgow last week: 34,462 
qrs wheat, 32,889 trom Canada and the 
United States; 29,325 sacks flour, 26,334 
from Canada and the United States; and 
4,203 sacks oatmeal. 


EDINBURGH AND LEITH MARKETS 


In Edinburgh, prices of townmade 
flour were: whites, 56s 6d per 280 lbs; 
extras, 55s; supers, 53s 6d. The best 
Midlothian oatmeal was quoted by the 
Midlothian Oatmeal Millers’ Association 
at 56s. Foreign flour in Leith has been 
quiet of sale at previous leyels. 


IRISH MARKETS, FEB. 28 


The chief feature of the week has been 
the decline in quotations for flour for 
shipment. It brought about a little buy- 
ing, but chiefly by importers who thought 
it a good time to take hold, despite the 
fact that they received no encouragement 
from consumers. ‘The latter had no dear 
flour and anything they have coming is 
still good value, but the decline so sur- 
prised them that they simply stood by 
and did nothing, retusing to entertain 
any offers, no matter what the position 
or the price indicated. 

Resellers reduced prices and exhibited 
pressure to sell, not so much their for- 
eign flour, which is in small compass, but 
the home manufactured article. Im- 
porters were glad to see the decline, as it 
enabled them to replenish their stock. 
Offers from Canada have not been as 
weak as from the States, and the latter 
have been able to secure most of the busi- 
ness going, as they were underselling 
Canadian mills by, in some cases, 2s per 
sack, 

In Minneapolis flours on spot, owing to 
scarcity, there has been practically no 
change in price, as 52s can easily be ob- 
tained in retail lots through the country 
on the basis of f.o.r. either Belfast or 
Dublin. Stocks are small, and any lots 
offering are easily disposed of at full 
prices. As far as the northern port is 
concerned, the quay was never as clear of 
strong flours as at present. 

For shipment a rapid change has taken 
place, not only in price but in the posi- 
tion. After being hopelessly out of it for 
some weeks, millers making good export 
patent grade were able to offer at 46s 
c.i.f. Liverpool for March dispatch. Con- 
sumers took hold of practically nothing, 
but importers were enabled to replenish 
their declining purchases. 

Tonnage is offering in very limited 
quantities, and will be quickly taken up 
for any near positions. For really tiptop 
Minnesota it is impossible to buy any- 
thing under 49s net, c.i.f., and anything 
offering on spot of this class is fully worth 
53s, full delivered terms. 

For Kansas flours the nearest price 
obtainable on spot is 50s f.o.r. either port 
for really good export patent grade. 
Good secondary grades or straights can 
be purchased at about 48s 6d. For ship- 
ment the decline in these flours has not 
been as heavy as for Minneapolis, neither 
has there been the same pressure to sell. 
Export patent grade cannot be secured 
under about 45s 6d@4é6s net, c.i.f. Belfast 
or Dublin. 

Canadian mills must be pretty well sold 
up, at any rate for near positions, as the 
majority have not been looking for busi- 
ness. Anything wanted has had to be 





870 


asked for. Still, this is an improvement 
on a week or 10 days ago, when it was 
impossible to get any replies from Can- 
ada. Present asking prices on spot for 
good export patent grade are about 49@ 
51s f.o.r. either port. 

For shipment, mills are asking about 
46s 6d net, cif. either port. There are 
others which have refused to quote, and 


some are asking 2s@2s 6d more, this: 


being taken as an indication that they do 
not want business, and therefore are put- 
ting on a prohibitive price. 

Some of the best exporting soft wheat 
mills, with brands pretty well known in 
the Irish market, have been willing to sell 
at 45s net, c.i.f. Liverpool, for March 
shipment. While this is in line with home 
millers, business was not done in quantity, 
owing to the long time required for flour 
to come in, and also because offers from 
outside mills with brands not well known 
and the flour of which is probably not 
within 6d or Is of the others in quality, 
were offering as low as 42s net, c.i.f. Liv- 
erpool, March shipment. Some business 
was done in these flours, anything offer- 
ing being quickly taken up. 

Competition from home millers in this 
class of flour is very keen, and importers 
are afraid to risk bringing much on un- 
sold unless they get an offer which would 
allow them a substantial margin for fluc- 
tuations. On spot there has been more 
doing, as arrivals of this class of flour 
from a recent direct steamer to Belfast 
were heavier than anticipated. Prices 
range 49@52s, according to mill and 
quality. ape 

Mill offals have been a poor market. 
The weather has been cold and wintry, 
with heavy falls of snow, all conducive to 
a good bran demand, and yet it has not 
come. Millers are keeping clear of stock, 
chiefly owing to the fact that they have 
a good many contracts on the books made 
some time ago. 

The chief feature of the week has been 
the big demand on Irish oats for govern- 
ment requirements. Probably some 10,000 
tons have been shipped from Belfast, 
which has relieved the market and caused 
a firming up in feedingstuffs, 

Indian meal has risen from £13 to 
almost £14 per ton and, although the de- 
mand is slacker than early in the week, 
sales have been better and millers are in 
a more cheerful mood, Indian corn stocks 
are light. American maize cones are 
eagerly inquired for and prices remain 
high, but shipments are light and offers 
difficult to obtain. 


HOLLAND, FEB. 18 


This day the Dutch government sold at 
public auction a small parcel of American 
patent flour. Partly damaged and spoiled, 
the 2,000 bags of good quality fetched 
20f1 per 100 kilos. All the flour the gov- 
ernment had stored at Amsterdam is now 
sold. The trade has not been informed 
whether any new sales or purchases will 
take place shortly. 

The Durum Wheat Crop 

The Department of Agriculture estimates 
the durum wheat crop of the Northwest for 
five years as below, the figures being in 
bushels (000's omitted): 

State 1915 1914 1913 
Minnesota. 1,400 990 1,692 
N. Dakota. 22,000 10,389 10,302 
S. Dakota. 14,500 6,724 9,535 


1912 
2,334 
17,884 
14,343 


1911 
1,494 
11,126 
3,404 





37,900 21,529 
Montana 
in 1909, 


18,103 34,561 16,024 
raised 2,465,000 bus 
according to census 


Totals... 
1915, 
284,000 


In 
against 
report. 

The attached 
acre of durum 


the yield per 
wheat in the Northwest in 
1915, average price per bushel to producer 
on Feb, 15, and value per acre, compared 
with other varieties of wheat: 
Yield per Price Value 
r-acre, bus—, —per bu per acre 
Dur Other Dur Other Durum Other 
Minn... 17.3 17.0 $1.114 $1.166 $19.27 $19.82 
N. Dak. 19.7 18.0 1.079 1.15 ‘ 20.70 
S. Dak. 19.0 16.6 1.07 1.13 18.76 


table shows 








20.33 


Totals 19.3 17.4 $1.077 $1.151 $20.77 $20.04 


Pending Trade-Marks 
following trade-marks 
for publication by the 
Office: 

“Butler’s Special’; No. 
Henry Rix, Fort Calhoun, 
stock and poultry foods. 

“Butler’s Strong’; No. 
Henry Rix, Fort Calhoun, 
stock and poultry foods. 

‘International’; No. 90,597. 


been 
States 


have 
United 


The 
passed 
Patent 
88,397. 

Neb. 


Owner, 
Used on 


88,398, 
Neb. 


Owner, 
Used on 


Owner, Inter- 


national Sugar Feed Co., Minneapolis. Used 
on a dairy feed. 
“Garland”; No. 90,607, Owner, Prairie 


State Milling Co., Chicago. Used on poultry 


feed. 


Representation of a heart; No. 90,644. 
Owner, J. 8S. Ashbrook Co., Mattoon, Il. 
Used on horse and cow feed. 
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Wasuinoton, D. C., March 27.—At no 
time in the history of Congress has there 
been a session when its work was so much 
delayed as at present. Only two or three 
of the general appropriation bills have 
been considered, and both houses are just 
beginning to take action with reference 
to the “preparedness” plans suggested by 
President Wilson. ‘This delay in consid- 
ering increases in the army and navy also 
has the effect to cause delay in the prep- 
aration of the revenue bills intended to 
provide the necessary funds for carrying 
out these policies. 

Another important feature of the delay 
in legislation is that practically all meas- 
ures having a bearing upon industrial 
questions that are pending before the 
committees have been sidetracked, with 
no immediate prospect of action. This in- 
cludes bills in which millers and grain 
men are interested, notably the grain 
grades standardization bill and the ware- 
housing bill, both of which have been re- 
ported from the Committee on Agricul- 
ture of the House. 

Even the general agriculture appropri- 
ation bill, which contains many items hav- 
ing direct or indirect bearing upon bread- 
stuffs, probably will not be considered 
for several weeks, in view of the attention 
which the House is giving to other mat- 
ters. Predictions are freely being made 
by members in both houses that, at the 
present rate of progress, Congress will 
not be able to adjourn before autumn. 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE CASES 

The Interstate Commerce Commission, 
in a decision by Commissioner Harlan, 
has decided a case brought by the M. C. 
Peters Mill Co., manufacturer of stock 
feeds at Omaha, in which complaint an 
effort was made to obtain a construction 
of transportation tariffs sanctioning the 
retroactive application of a mixed-feed 
transit arrangement of the Burlington 
road at Omaha. The commission dis- 
missed the complaint and made a ruling 
that “transit rules should be clear and 
free from ambiguity, and must be en- 
forced according to their terms; and no 
agreement between the shipper and the 
carrier assigning another meaning to 
them may lawfully be substituted.” 

In regard to grain to California points 
from points of origin in Idaho, Utah, 
and other sections of the West, the com- 
mission has had under investigation pro- 
posed changes in the rules relating to the 
routing and diversion of grain and grain 
products in carloads from these points of 
origin on the tracks of the Santa Fe road. 

The policy of the carriers is found to 
be justified on the testimony taken, and 
the order of suspension of the operations 
carrying out this policy has been vacated. 
Issues arose in this case as to whether the 
policy adopted by the carriers in dealing 
with these shipments of grain and grain 
products did not have the effect to bring 
about discrimination against milling and 
grain interests at California points, and 
on the testimony brought out the com- 
mission is not impressed that such dis- 
crimination would result. 

In a complaint brought by the McCaull- 
Dinsmore Co., with principal offices in 
Minneapolis, against the Northern Paci- 
fic and connecting carriers on shipments 
of grain from Montana points to Minne- 
apolis, the commission holds that the 
rates imposed, which substantially were 
from 27 to 39¢ per 100 lbs, were un- 
reasonable. The commission prescribes a 
rate not to exceed 36c, on the higher cost 


of transportation, instead of those in 
question. 
A GRAIN RATE UPHELD 
The commission has decided a case 


brought by the Miller Elevator Co., with 
principal offices at Minneapolis, against 
the Fairmount & Veblen Railway and 
connecting lines, involving a shipment of 
seven carloads of grain from Rosholt, 
S. D., to Duluth, on which a rate of 171,4¢ 
per 100 lbs was charged. The Miller com- 





pany complained that this rate was un- 
reasonable and unjustly discriminatory, 
to the extent that it exceeded a rate of 
12c per 100 lbs applicable on like traffic 
from Hankinson and other towns in 
North Dakota. The commission, after in- 
vestigation of the subject, holds that the 
complaint has not been sustained and it 
is, therefore, dismissed. 
AMERICAN FLOUR IN VENEZUELA 

Advices received at the Commerce de- 
partment from La Guayra are that prac- 
tically all of the flour consumed in Vene- 
zuela is of American origin, although 
small quantities have been received from 
the United Kingdom. During the first 
six months of 1915 more than $600,000 
worth of flour was imported into Vene- 
zuela, which indicates a substantial in- 
crease compared with former years. It 
is estimated that $1,250,000 worth of 
American flour will be received in Vene- 
zuela during the present year. 

The policy of Venezuela in dealing 
with wheat and flour imports has been 
not only to encourage home production 
with high duties but, through this policy, 
to obtain increased revenue. Present 
duties, with surtaxes, amount practically 
to $3.42 per 100 lbs gross weight, and 
this has a tendency greatly to restrict 
consumption. Wheat bread is quoted at 
12¢ per lb, and is regarded as a luxury. 

Venezuela buyers trade through New 
York commission houses with which 
Venezuelan merchants have established 
relations. Venezuelan exports are in- 
creasing rapidly, and intimations are 
given that imports of flour will continue 
to increase. 

OVERHEATED AMERICAN GRAIN 

Information is given out by the State 
department to the effect that advices 
have been received, through diplomatic 
channels and consular officers, of the ar- 
rival in foreign ports of many cargoes of 
American grain in a heated and other- 
wise poor condition. Complaints of this 
character have come from Genoa, Italy, 
and from grain associations in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom. Formal complaints relative 
to American grain arriving in British 
ports have been forwarded by the State 
department to the secretary of agricul- 
ture. 

There appears to be nothing new with 
respect to the situation in this over- 
ocean grain trade that. has not been 
brought out in former complaints by 
grain associations and buyers generally 
in European markets. Foreign buyers be- 
lieve that the lack of uniformity in grain 
and its condition at time of export has 
much to do with its arrival in Europe in 
bad condition. 

The Department of Agriculture is 
studying this subject of grain standards, 
and with respect to corn, grades for 
which have been adopted, the department 
is advised that the government grades 
are utilized throughout the country ex- 
cept in the Atlantic seaboard traffic. 
Much of the grain arriving abroad in 
bad condition is said to be corn. 


FLOUR PRICES IN MONTREAL 

Information regarding fluctuations in 
prices of flour at Montreal has been sent 
to the Commerce department from King- 
ston, Ont. The report says: “In 1914 the 
low price of first patent Manitoba flour 
on the Montreal market was $5.40 per bbl 
of two bags; the high price in 1915 was 
$8.20, or an advance of $2.80 bbl. In 
August, 1914, flour was $5.60 bbl on the 
Montreal market. At the end of the 
month it had advanced to $6.30, and be- 
fore the end of the year it was $6.70, or 
more than $1 bbl increase. 

“The year 1915 opened with flour at 
that price. The first week in January it 
advanced 50c, the second week 20c, and 
the third week 20c, an increase of 90c in 
one month. During February there was 
a rise of another 50c. In March it eased 
off to $7.80, but in April it rose to $8.20, 
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the high price of the year and the highest 
price in many years. 

“From that time to the present there 
has been a gradual decline, until today 
flour is $6.50 bbl. This market is exactly 
$1 higher than when war broke out, and 
$1.10 higher than in January, 1914. Com- 
pared with January, 1915, it is about the 


Calling attention to the changes ‘in 
wheat prices as affecting flour prices, it 
is shown that there was a fall in price on 
the Montreal market of 15c in the last 
half of 1915, and in December last there 
was an advance of 40c bbi, “making the 
price at the end of the year $6.50 bbl as 
compared with $6.70 at the end of 1914.” 





London Flour Imports 


Arrivals of flour in London on the 
steamships named, between Feb. 15 and 
29, in bags of 140 lbs, were: 

From Philadelphia per ss. Crown Point— 
First Pref. .... 1,500 Colonial ....... 1,000 
Battleship ..... 501 Manota ....... 1,500 
Flagstaff ...... 500 Stellaria ....... 2,998 
Markham ...... 3,000 Wee sccpesccace 1,000 
GEE cescvcnsss 350 King’s Quality.. 1,997 
Masterful ...... 3 Atlantic Supve.. 400 
MOTO! ccccccces 100 Noxall ......... 900 
Governor ...... 250 Pride of Canada 250 
Saskania ...... 500 Amazon........ 597 
a th Me or eeute 1,500 Lifeguard ...... 500 
Sirdar ...cscose 1,000 Goldfinder ..... 1,000 
Colonial ...... o° SGD GERW ve ccctcces 450 

From Newport News per ss. Egyptiana— 
Defiance ....... 1,000 Pride of M’sota. 500 
Golden Cream.. 1,500 Minnesota Gem. 2,000 
Palstam® ...s0> 500 Gold Belt ...... 500 
Renown ....... 500 Minnesota Star. 1,000 
Goldfinder ..... 3,000 Good Value .... 1,000 
Choice M’sota.. 1,000 

From New York per ss. Ardgryfe— 

Good Hope ..... 1,000 First Pref, .... 1,000 
Vizen R. ...+.. 3,500 Kynos ......... 500 
Governor ...... 1,000 Battlecry ...... 500 
BOUT ccccece 1,500 Statesman ..... 997 
Sphinz ...cccses S000 MOOMBT cecccccs 500 
ORRW wccccccocs 500 Stellaria ....... 500 
Golden Crust... 1,500 Finestone ...... 250 
Lifeguard ..... 250 Oakmore ...... 495 
CMORVE occcceas 498 Algoma .......: 500 

From New York per ss, Mesaba— 

Pride of Canada 500 Algoma........ 1,000 
Canada Star... 500 Masterful ...... 500 
From Portland per ss, Toronto— 
OE oc tcncnes 500 Flagstaff ...... 500 
Manota .......+. 1,000 Canada’s Best.. 500 
Colemiald 2.060 1,500 Famous ....... 1,000 
Glenora ....... Ree 1,000 
Golden Crust ... 2,000 Philosopher .... 498 
ere 1,000 Keetoba ....... 3,000 

From New York per ss. Minnehaha— 
Monmouth ..... 500 Gold Medal . 1,000 
i errr err 500 Leander ....... 500 
Goodwin's Pride 500 

From Philadelphia per ss. Mackinaw— 
John Alden - 1,000 M’polis Maid... 1,000 
First Pref. - 1,000 Sunlight ....... 500 
CUO dees sence 8,000 Duluth ..cccoes 1,000 
OG EPOES csvcde 2,600 Defiance ....... 500 
Orethusa ...... 500 Gold Medal .... 500 
ere 2,000 Gphime ......0.. 500 
EVOREGS scnccis 500 


From West St. John per ss. Corinthian 
Somerset ...... 1,200 Cupwinner . 1,050 
Toronto Pride... 300 Benefactor 500 
Favorite ....... 500 Marine ........ 500 

From Portland per ss. Ardgawoch— 
Sycamore ...... 500 Homeland ..... 3,000 
BIDIOM cccccess 1,006 Saturn .......- 4,500 
Mayblossom .... 1,000 Togo .......... 2,000 
Lifeguard ..... Fn ee Te 500 
Golden Lion 5600 Lifebuoy ...... 449 
Alberta Pat....1,000 Algoma ....... 1,000 
Canada’s Best.. 297 Colonial ....... 1,000 
Pride of Canada 500 

From Boston per ss. Colonian— 

Arlington ...... eC Seer 500 
TORRES cccccccs 500 Happy Medium. 6500 
Powerful ...... 500 Gold Sea ...... 400 





Winter Wheat Crop a Big Factor 

E. H. Evans, president Acme-Evans 
Co., Indianapolis, Ind: 

While prices were dropping rapidly, 
buyers seemed stunned and unable to 
act. As values steadied, however, some 
seemed to feel that the price was so much 
lower than it had been, purchases were 
desirable. While a general revival of 
buying has not taken place, there has 
been some scattered business, particular- 
ly in good-sized lots. Jobbers and bak- 
ers have fairly covered their near-by 
needs. Nevertheless, many have been 
holding off from covering their future 
requirements on account of the high 
price, and there will probably be an in- 
creased business as soon as the stability 
of prices is fairly assured, 

Considering the very uncertain condi- 
tion of the growing winter wheat crop, 
and the increased reports of damage, it 
ought to be difficult for prices to recede 
much below the present level. Farmers 
will be busy with their spring work and 
deliveries will be light for some time. 

Buyers who have high-priced flour un- 
der contract seem disposed to take it out. 
Many of them made good money on the 
advance, and in numerous cases, they 
still have a profit. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A 
MILLING ENGINEER 


(Continued from page 852.) 

I was abroad nearly five months, — 
numerous mills in Germany, Switzerlan 
and Austria-Hungary. At Budapest I 
stopped three weeks, and at Vienna four. 
It was a busy time for me in more ways 
than one, as I met with various diffi- 
culties in obtaining the technical informa- 
tion and experience that I was after. 

Returning to Minneapolis, I was put to 
work making plans for the equipment of 
the new mill. The building itself was 
under construction and approaching com- 
pletion, I having made the plans before 
[ departed for Europe. 

For more than two months myself and 
two draftsmen labored daily from 12 to 
14 hours working on the plans and mak- 
ing drawings for the new mill, and even 
then changes had to be made later on. 

I experienced great difficulties in get- 
ting such material, machinery, tools, and 
other appliances as were required. Nearly 
everything had to be made specially and 
specifically to order. The largest size 
shafting on the market in those days was 
six inches in diameter; larger sizes had to 
be forged to order. Bearings, hangers, 
gears, and other attendant machinery had 
to be designed and made to order. The 
patterns for the Ganz roller mill were 
inade partly in Minneapolis and partly in 
Dayton, Ohio, where the Stout, Mills & 
Temple Co. had undertaken their con- 
struction. The Farrell Foundry Co., of 
Ansonia, Conn., furnished the chilled iron 
rolls. 

Many times I thought we would never 
get the mill together, there were so many 
handicaps and delays; so much opposition 
to this, that, and other things; with ridi- 
cule and adverse opinions I was daily 
confronted—enough to make life a bur- 
den. But there was Governor Washburn, 
a grand old man, who never failed to en- 
courage, to support and to straighten out 
matters when things seemed to go wrong. 
Never shall I forget his kindly words, 
and still more kindly deeds, at times 
when he himself had reason to feel vexed 
and dissatisfied. 


THE NEW MILL A SUCCESS 


The mill was finally completed and 
started up to make flour. For some days, 
of course, there were various troubles in 
its operation, but it soon got down to 
regular business, and the faultfinders and 
calamity predictors disappeared. The mill 
made an excellent flour; the yield was 
good and the percentages of high-grade 
flour were far better than any other mill 
in town. 

Soon after the starting of the Wash- 
burn A, Charles A. Pillsbury and _ his 
brother, Fred C. Pillsbury, called at my 
home one day while I was eating dinner. 
Charles A. Pillsbury said that he would 
like me to answer just one question, if I 
thought it was fair to do so; if it were 
not, I could just say so and everything 
would be all right, as he would not take 
offense at my declining. 

“Just tell me,” said he, “from what you 
know about this Hungarian way of mill- 
ing, if, in your opinion, we will ail have 
to come to it. Consider the question well,” 
he added, “as a good deal depends upon 
it. I want your honest opinion in that 
direction.” : 

I told the Messrs. Pillsbury that I was 
fully convinced that a change would have 
to be made from the old way to the new, 
by all the mills, sooner or later. Mr. Pills- 
bury looked at me sharply for a minute, 
then shook hands with me, saying, “Many 
thanks to you; I believe you are right.” 

I told Governor Washburn of this oc- 
currence, and he said to me: “You did 
perfectly right, de la Barre, and if Mr. 
Pillsbury should ask you again to give 
him information, tell him the truth at all 
events and give him any advice you con- 
sistently can. My mills are only a small 
part of the whole, and I cannot make all 
the flour the people want, no matter how 
badly I should want to do it; and I have 
no liking for any dog-in-the-manger busi- 
ness.” 

Inside of a week after this occurrence, 
the Pillsburys broke ground for the con- 
struction of their new B mill and had 
given orders for the remodeling of the 
Excelsior mill, which they had leased. 

The following year witnessed the erec- 
tion of the Standard, Crown Roller and 
Humboldt mills on the west side of the 
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eg ty River, and, on the east side, 
the big Pillsbury A mill was under con- 
psa = nis gooe' and a “ry 
were ar, and new ui ; 
With the addition of these a Dalle and 
the remodeling of the old, the original 
capacity of the Minneapolis mills, before 
the explosion and fire, was more than 
quadrupled. 


THE FIRST ALIL-ROLLER MILL 


I have been asked many times where 
the first all-roller mill was put into op- 
eration; that is to say, a mill where no 
millstones were employed in the grinding 
operations, but where all the different re- 
ductions of both wheat and middlings 
were made on rolls. This, of course, is 
the so-called roller process and not the 
gradual reduction or Hungarian process 
of milling, which came later. I conscien- 
tiously believe that the first roller process 
mill in the United States, operating with 
rolls exclusively, was that of John and 
William Sellers at Wissahickon, a suburb 
of Philadelphia. 

The Sellers Bros. bought, after the 
close of. the Centennial Exposition in 
Philadelphia, the milling machinery ex- 
hibit of Gustav Daverio, of Switzerland, 
and erected the same in their mill during 
1877. There were nearly a. dozen of the 
so-called three-high roller mills in the ex- 
hibit, and several additional rolls were 
imported direct from Switzerland to 
complete the equipment of this mill. 

Claims of being the first all-roller mill 
have been made by mills in Hastings, 
Dundas and Northfield, Minn., and by 
one or two in Michigan and Wisconsin, 
but I fully believe that the Sellers mill 
was about two years the senior of all. 

When it comes to establishing the pri- 
ority of the first mill in the United States 
employing anywhere near the Hungarian 
or gradual reduction system of milling, I 
believe that I am unqualifiedly correct in 
saying that the experimental mill de- 
signed by Oscar Oexle, and erected in the 
Washburn C mill in Minneapolis, was the 
one to which this credit belongs. It was 
followed closely by the Washburn A mill 
in Minneapolis, and a little later by the 
J. B. A. Kern mill in Milwaukee, Wis. 


THE MINNEAPOLIS WATER POWER 


In conclusion, I would say a few things 
relative to the water power at Minne- 
apolis 37 years ago, when the minds of 
the millers and the citizens of Minne- 
apolis were still uneasy, fretful, and full 
of anxiety as to the safety and stability 
of the Falls of St. Anthony. 

An attempt had been made a few years 
before, by one of the water-power users 
on the east side of the river, to tunnel 
from below the falls to a point on Nicol- 
let Island, which is situated above the 
falls, for the purpose of placing a turbine 
on the island, and venting the water dis- 
charged through it below the falls, thus 
gaining the maximum available head and 
fall. 

This tunnel, when partially constructed, 
collapsed, and disaster to the entire falls 
seemed imminent. The water in the river 
got in under the limestone ledge forming 
the river bed in that locality, and washed 
out the underlying soft sand stone for- 
mation, causing caves of considerable 
magnitude and breaks of the ledge above. 

The two water-power companies on the 
east and west sides of the river, respec- 
tively, together with the city, did all they 
could to repair the damage and avoid the 
destruction of the entire falls. However, 
their means were inadequate and the fed- 
eral government was finally appealed to, 
with the result that the government made 
various appropriations of money and the 
corps of engineers of the United States 
army took charge of preserving the falls, 
and under their direction a concrete cur- 
tain wall, 45 feet in depth, was built 
under the limestone ledge clear across the 
river bed, with the object of cutting off 
any seepage or communicating fissures or 
water passages between the water above 
and below the falls. 

The scare and anxiety was still upon 
the public in 1878 and for years subse- 
quent thereto, and at every period of 
high water in the river, some old residents 
might be seen standing upon the. bank 
expecting to witness the destruction of 
the falls. Even Colonel Farquhar, the 
government engineer still in charge of the 
falls when I came to Minneapolis, was 
full of solicitude regarding their safety. 
He said to me that, in his opinion, only 


eternal vigilance would keep the falls in 
existence. 

When, in 1889, the vernment sub- 
stantially withdrew, and the care and 
protection of the falls passed to the 
water-power companies and thus under 
my charge, I never failed to keep con- 
stantly in mind Colonel Farquhar’s ad- 
vice. The falls are still in evidence, and 
owing to various changes and improve- 
ments made to the then existing struc- 
tures, particularly to the main apron and 
dams and waterways adjacent thereto, a 
good deal of hazard and danger to them 
has been eliminated. 


THE SAWMILLS 

The six sawmills on the west side of 
the river and the five on the east side, 
during the sawing season, used the great 
bulk of the water for power. They all 
used the water under a low head of 14 
feet, discharging it from the waterwheels 
on top of the ledge instead of tunneling 
through and under the underlying sand- 
stone rock, as has since been done. 

The hydraulic equipment for the gen- 
eration of power was of the most primi- 
tive character. The turbines used in some 
of the sawmills were the so-called flutter 
wheels—roughly and clumsily constructed 
contrivances of wood erected in a vertical 
position, of the lowest efficiency and ex- 
tremely wasteful. Still more wasteful 
than the use of the water power was the 
manufacture of lumber as carried on in 
these sawmills. Hundreds of cords of 
wood, which at the present day would be 
of much value, were thrown into the river 
daily, and no one thought of raising a 
hand in an attempt to save it. Why 
should they? The river was full of logs 
which had to be got out of the way to 
make room for more logs, and there were 
oceans of logs still to come. 

This was the common idea, and I admit 
frankly that, after a while, I got into the 
same way of thinking about this enor- 
mous waste of merchantable and useful 
lumber. The forests of pine timber were 
only 50 or 60 miles upriver from Minne- 
apolis, and there was so much of this 
timber all along the Mississippi that it 
really was not worth while to be particu- 
lar about wastage. 

It would have been simply impossible 
for me to conceive the idea that I would 
or could live long enough to witness the 
end of the lumber industry in Minne- 
apolis, and yet, for some years, we have 
been using lumber shipped from _ the 
Pacific Coast by rail to this erstwhile 
lumber center of the great Northwest. 

USE OF WATER POWER BY FLOUR MILLS 

The flour mills, and a few other estab- 
lishments using water power, were much 
better and more efficiently equipped with 
waterwheels, and of necessity more eco- 
nomical in the use of the water. Yet, on 
the whole, it was then a good deal of a 
give-and-take affair between the water- 
power company and its lessees, the mill- 
ers. Everybody was for himself. 

There were no rules or regulations in 
force as to priority of use of water or 
other matters, and all the income the 
water-power company received was what 
its agent could collect, and this was often 
barely sufficient to pay taxes and operat- 
ing expenses. The finances of the com- 
pany were, therefore, not in a flourishing 
condition, and the stockholders, had to 
come, more than once, to the relief of the 
treasury. 

But this all changed when, after the 
mill explosion, the newly built mills and 
the rebuilt ones all started up with in- 
creased capacities of production and ad- 
ditional demands for power. 

Then the water-power company enforced 
the terms of the respective leases and 
grants for power, improved the use and 
application of the water distribution 
among its lessees, and gradually brought 
about a more adequate and satisfactory 
condition of its earnings, enabling it, 
later on, to make many improvements 
and further developments, so that even 
in this direction the mill explosion of 
1878 was a blessing in disguise. 

It is a pleasure to me to be able to add 
my mite to The Northwestern Miller’s 
worthy object of preserving the history 
of milling of 35 years ago, and having no 
occasion whatever to regret in any man- 
ner my connection and participation, even 
in an humble way, with this part of the 
history of Minneapolis and the develop- 
ment of its flour-mill industry, I shall 
presently retire from business activity 
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with the consciousness that I have done 
my allotted part as well as I could, and 
that I have lived up to my motto: 

No matter if you do your best, 

You'll get hard knocks, like all the rest; 
But keep right on through praise or blame, 
And do your duty just the same. 





NEW FREIGHT RATES 


New Flour and Grain Tariffs Filed with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 


. Wasutneton, D. C., March 27.—In the 
list of new tariffs filed with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission affecting 
transportation of grain and grain prod- 
ucts in the domestic and export trade, 
appeared the following changes, with the 
effective dates and rates in carloads, per 
100 lbs, unless otherwise stated: 


Great Northern, April 12, corn, straight 
carloads, from Sioux City, Iowa, to Alpena, 
Mich., 22c. 

Burlington, April 25, malt for export, 
from St. Paul, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Transfer, Pullman Avenue, Winona, Minn., 
La Crosse, Wis., originating beyond or man- 
ufactured from grain originating beyond, to 
Key West, Fla., 31.2c; Gulfport, Miss., Mo- 
bile, Ala., Pensacola, Fla., Port Arthur, 
Texas, New Orleans, Port Chalmette, West- 
wego, Westwego elevators, La., 21.2c, when 
for export to all foreign countries other than 
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia and New 
Zealand, including insular possessions of the 
United States and Canal Zone of Panama, 
except Philippine Islands and except on arti- 
cles for Mexican points taking joint through 
rates via routes over which shipped. May 
1, flour, from Palmyra, Mo., to Cedar Rap- 
ids, Iowa, 12%c. 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha, 
April 24, between Duluth, Minn., Superior 
East End or Itasca, Wis., and Luce Line 
Junction, Golden Valley, Winnetka, Parker's 
Lake, flaxseed 8.8c, wheat 8.8c, coarse grain 
8.lc; Summit Park, Meadow Brook, Minn., 
flaxseed and wheat 8.8c, coarse grain 8.5c; 
Stubbs Bay, Moline, Lyndale, Watertown, 
Minn., flaxseed and wheat 9c, coarse grain 
8.5c; Hazelton, Winsted, Minn., flaxseed and 
wheat 9.5c, coarse grain 9c. 

Chicago & North Western, May 1, chopped 
feed, from Norfolk, Neb., to Nebraska City, 
Neb., 14c; flour, from Superior, Neb., to 
Sutton, Neb., 12c; from Norfolk to Nebraska 
City, 16c., 

Chicago Great Western, May 3, wheat, 
flour, pearl barley, rolled oats, oatmeal and 
articles taking same rates, from Cedar Falls, 
Waterloo, Iowa, 17.5c, Chicago, De Kalb, 
Joliet, Waukegan, Ill., 18¢c, to Duluth, Minn., 
and Superior, Wis. 

Great Northern, April 25, oatmeal and 
rolled oats, from Cedar Rapids, Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, to Pipestone, Minn., 14c; flour and 
other grain products, from Sioux Falls, S. D., 
to Davenport, Iowa, Rock Island, Moline, 
Ill,, 16c; flour, from Kansas City, St. Joseph, 
Mo., Atchison, Leavenworth, Kansas, tod 
Sioux Falls, S. D., 19c; from Winchester, 
Beardstown, Ill., to Sioux Falls, 8S. D., 19c; 
from Fountain City, Wis., to Sioux Falls, 
18c; from Sioux City, Iowa, to Bloomington, 
Ill.,, 20c; flour and feed, from Cedar Rapids, 
lowa, to Sioux Falls, 16c. 

Illinois Central, April 24, grain products, 
from Council Bluffs, Iowa, Omaha, South 
Omaha, Neb., when originating beyond or 
when manufactured at those points from 
grain, seed and articles taking same rates 
originating beyond, to Newport News, Nor- 
folk, Va., for export: articles taking wheat 
rates, 22c; articles taking corn meal rates, 
21c. 

Southern Railway, April 24, flour, from 
Belleville, Germantown, Mount Carmel, IIL, 
Princeton, Evansville, Ind., to Newport 
News, Va., for export to foreign countries, 
13c. 





Consolidation of German Mills 

The London Grain, Seed and Oil Re- 
porter of March 1 says: 

“A Berlin grain review says that the 
experience of the war has resulted in a 
combination of the German grain trade, 
the milling trade (including both large 
and small mills), and all subsidiary 
branches, with the express purpose of 
safeguarding the interests of the trade 
when the time comes for turning back 
to it the bread supply of Germany. 

“It is at present quite impossible to 
measure the influence such an organiza- 
tion will ultimately wield, but it is in a 
sense symptomatic that already there is 
an agitation that the prohibition of grain 
option markets be withdrawn. One of the 
chief arguments for such a course is that 
only a futures market favors the accumu- 
lation of large stocks.” 





Sound for Bakers to Buy 
Fred J. Lingnam, vice-president Fed- 
eral Milling Co., Lockport, N. Y: All 
men most familiar with the course of 
wheat agree that no opinion is of any 
actual value as to the probability of a 
decline or advance. On the other hand, 
when bakers can buy their raw material 
on a basis that insures a good profit on 
their products, it would seem sound busi- 
ness judgment to make their purchases. 
By doing this they insure themselves a 

profit while such raw material lasts. 
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Special Notices 


The rate for advertisements in this de- 
partment is 20 cents per line (seven words 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 60 cents. 

“Display” advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 

Only advertisements entitled to Special 
Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein. 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not necessarily vouched for by the North- 
western Miller. 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 
ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 

Cash should accompany all orders. 











HELP WANTED 








COMPETENT MANAGER AND CHIEF EX- 
ecutive wanted for 1,000-bbl mill, in 
process of organization in Minnesota, who 
can invest $10,000 to $20,000; immediate 
employment if desired. Address 1910, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


EXPERIENCED FLOUR AND GRAIN 
salesman wanted to handle our line from 
our Atlanta, Ga., branch, which we are 
opening April 1; this is a good position 
for the right man. Address P. O. Box 
537, Charleston, 8. C. 


SALES-MANAGER WANTED—AN ESTAB- 
lished mill of 700 bbis capacity desires the 
services of an experienced man in its sales 
department; all,correspondence confiden- 
tial. Address 40% care Northwestern 
Miller, 231-232 Exchange Building, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 














SITUATIONS WANTED 








BY EXPERIENCED FLOUR SALESMAN 
with proved record and excellent refer- 
ences from former employers; trade ac- 
quaintance. Address 407, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, 231-232 Exchange Building, 
Kansas City, Mo. 





POSITION WANTED AS MILLER- 
manager or flour salesman; experienced 
and strong in all these branches; have 
ginger and energy and can do things; ref- 
erences. Address 1888, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 

WANTED—HEAD MILLER POSITION, 
mill 125 to 250 bbls; long experience has 
taught how to get best results; references 
from past employers show can deliver 
goods. Address 1904, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 





GERMAN MILLER WITH 17 YEARS’ EX- 
perience, three years in America, familiar 
with hard and soft wheat, seeks position 
as second in mill up to 300 bbls; day or 
night; can come immediately. Karl Reich, 
Box 11, Glenham, 8. D 


BY MILLER WITH WIDE EXPERIENCE 
who knows the business from A to Z; 
qualified to keep mill in good order; 
steady and reliable; not afraid of work; 
highest references. Address 1911, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





AS HEAD MILLER IN 100 TO 300-BBL 
mill; familiar with modern milling sys- 
tems; wide experience; can get quality and 
yield; Dakotas, Montana or Idaho pre- 
ferred; can come at once. Address James 
Caldwell, care Box 613, Bowman, N. D. 





YOUNG MAN WANTS POSITION AS HEAD 
miller; eight years’ practical experience 
in Montana and North Dakota; can keep 
mill in good repair; yield and quality; 
references; can come on short notice. Ad- 
dress 1913, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 


YOUNG MAN WITH 10 YEARS’ EXPERI- 
ence desires responsible position with live 
Kansas mill; is familiar with sales and 
general office management; can furnish 
references, Address 405, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, 231-232 Exchange Building, 
Kansas City, Mo. 





AS ASSISTANT MANAGER, OFFICE- 
manager or bookkeeper with good mill in 
Southwest; long experience in charge of 
offices with good up-to-date institutions, 
East and West. Address “R,” care North- 
western Miller, 231-232 Exchange Build- 
ing, Kansas City, Mo. 





NORTHERN MILLER OF LONG EXPERI- 
ence desires position as head miller in the 
South; would accept second place in large 
mill; highly recommended as to character 
and ability; Virginia or Tennessee pre- 
ferred, Address 1874, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


THE NORTHWESTERN MILLER HAS 
the names of a large number of men seek- 
ing positions and can place prospective 
employers in correspondence with compe- 
tent persons to act in any capacity. The 
list includes managers, sales-managers, 
flour salesmen, office men, bookkeepers, 
stenographers, elevator agents, head mill- 
ers, under millers, millwrights, packers, 
engineers, etc. Address ‘Northwestern 
Department” Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


IF YOU WANT HEAD MILLER ABLE TO 
produce close yield and quality flour, any 
system, and build up trade, address as 
below; can give first-class references and 
fee] confident of making good in products; 
western states preferred. Address “F. W.,”’ 
1914 Fifteenth Avenue South, Minneapolis. 








HIGH-CLASS MAN IS OPEN FOR POSI- 
tion as mill manager, or would accept 
place as sales-manager; will guarantee to 
give results and would prefer to work on 
a minimum salary and percentage of the 
net profits. Address 406, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, 231-232 Exchange Building, 
Kansas City, Mo. 





AS HEAD MILLER IN MILL FROM 100 
to 600 bbis or will take a second miller’s 
position in larger mill; 16 years’ practical 
experience; guarantee satisfaction; age 34; 
good habits, good references; go any- 
where in the United States; can come on 
15 days’ notice. Address “F,” 1912, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 








BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 








FOR SALE OR LEASE TO SETTLE 
estate—Wholesale flour and feed business; 
storage capacity 20 cars; excellent storage 
and distributing point for large mills. 
Address 1855, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 








MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








OWING TO DEATH OF OWNER I WISH 
to dispose of mill property soon. Address 
Mrs. W. H. Snyder, Carey, Ohio. 





FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE, FLOUR AND 
feed mill, first-class elevator, warehouses, 
coal and wood sheds, in prosperous town 
of 10,000, served by five railroads and sur- 
rounded by good farming country; busi- 
ness successful. Address Box 65, Minne- 
apolis, 





BARGAIN—MILL, 75 BBLS, IN SAS- 
katchewan; big local trade in flour and 
feed; excess of farmers’ wheat; steam 
power; cordwood around $2; owners not 
millers, will sell interest at sacrifice; good 
chance for practical miller; electrically 
lighted, railroad track to mill; all ma- 
chinery up to date; 300 acres farm land in 
connection with mill can be acquired on 
easy terms. Address 1903, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis, 





KANSAS MILL FOR SALE—I WANT TO 
retire from active milling and offer for 
sale my 400-bbl mill located at the best 
milling point in Kansas; junction of sev- 
eral railway systems with wheat available 
on transit from entire state and can ship 
advantageously in every direction; busi- 
ness is established; will make low cash 
price on this valuable property or will 
sell on terms; excellent outlook for good 
wheat crop and all mills in this territory 
are prospering. Address in confidence 408, 
care Northwestern Miller, 231-232 Ex- 
change Building, Kansas City, Mo. 





Bankrupt Sale 
Three Flour Mills 


SLEEPY EYE FLOUR MILLS 
(stone structure), at Sleepy Eye, 
Minnesota. Capacity, 3,500 bbls. 


ALBERT LEA FLOUR MILLS 
(frame structure), at Albert 
Lea, Minnesota. Capacity, 500 
bbls. 


QUEEN BEE FLOUR MILLS 
(stone structure), at Sioux 
Falls, S. D, Capacity, 2,500 bbls. 


Good local trade in flour and 
feed. Favorably situated for 
wheat supply. Favorable freight 
rates on wheat received and flour 
shipped. Adequate Elevator stor- 
age with each plant and in addi- 
tion a line of Elevators. 


All formerly operated by the 
UNITED FLOUR MILLS CO. of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. The re- 
spective plants are thoroughly 
modern and well equipped, ready 
for immediate operation. 


Estate to be closed quickly. 
If you are interested inquire at 
once. 
E. A. THAYER, Trustee, 


213 New York Life Bldg., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Northwestern 
National 
Bank 


MINNEAPOLIS 


$4,000,000 
$2,000,000 


Capital, 
Surplus, 








“MIXOMETER” 


The Sure and Accurate Machine 
for Self-Rising Flour 


Cornelius Mill Furnishing Co. 
1119 North 6th St. ST. LOUIS, MO. 








Good Mill Account Wanted 


for the State of Michigan, on a brokerage 
basis. My warehouse at Detroit with private 
switch enables me to make deliveries over 
the entire state. Western mills wanting to 
develop business in the state invited to cor- 
respond, W. R. FARRAND, Detroit, Mich. 








: Are youconfronted with 
Mr. Miller: a trade-mark 
proposition? 
If so, write 


Trade-Mark Title Company 
Established 1905 Fort Wayne, Ind. 











. . The only modern 
Riverside Code. mitier's code in 
existence. 
Used exclusively by the leading ex- 
port millers of America. 
Per copy, $3.00. 
For sale by all its branches and 
The Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis 





Invincible 
Scourers 


Clean the wheat without 
breaking it. 

The best suction of any 
scourer made. 


Removes all dust and 
dirt quickly. 

Write us for catalogue 
and prices on our 


complete line 
of 


Scourers 
Separators 
Packers 
Ete. 


The Strong-Scott Mfg. Co. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
H. 0. Caywood 


1706 Seventh Ave. North 
Great Falls, Mont. 


Representing 
Invincible Grain Cleaner Co. 
Silver Creek, N. Y. 
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